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Welcome to your Summer edition of Littleport Life! 
On behalf of the committee without which the magazine wouldn’t happen, I would like to thank 
all our loyal advertisers who appear in our pages. It’s their financial contribution that pays for all 
the practical necessities involved to get the magazine produced from start to finish.

In this issue you can find all the services you need locally in our advertisers’ directory listed 
on page 5.

And it goes without saying, that everyone here engaged in your magazine’s production are 
unpaid volunteers doing it for love of the Littleport community it serves.

Speaking of which, there are very many groups set up in the village that are also voluntary, 
and they are represented in the pages of Littleport Life every quarter.

There are lots of people doing lots of good things well-worth reporting, but we only have a 
limited number of pages, so include what we can space permitting!

The list of contents on page 4 directs you to news from old-established Littleport 
community organisations including the WI, the Flower Arranging Club, Rotary, ThePort, 
Peacock’s Meadow and messages from the churches and primary schools, as well as 
other activity and special interest groups.

The Littleport Motorcycle Club held its regular fundraiser at the Crown Inn and you’ll find 
that featured on page 38.

And this quarter you can also enjoy stories about the MS Society, a budding tattoo designer 
who lives in Littleport and the local footballer picked for England international duty.

The fact is that Littleport has a great deal of talent and talented people living and working 
in the village. 20 artists have exhibited their work at a recent exhibition in Main Street 
featured on page 58 - and many who have moved away for various reasons but who still 
have what I will call ‘The Littleport Effect’ imprinted on their lives.

Among all the good examples that come to mind of that TLE is Littleport born and bred 
John Taylor! He has written a best-seller, I Will Find You, that is getting rave reviews 
around the world!  As if to illustrate my point, Jack Mason of the USA’s Midwest Review 
is quoted saying, “…riveting tale of mystery and intrigue which starts in Wartime Fenland 
near Ely and then moves halfway across the globe to Australia. Touching, funny, sad and 
filled with drama.”

By the way if you’d like to read a copy you can buy it from amazon mail-order.

The fascinating article on page 53 by Maureen Fresco about Fenprobe also mentions how 
those moving out of the area still like to retain their links through that local talking articles 
and news service!

Enjoy your summer, enjoy your Littleport Life magazine whether reading it in Littleport or 
somewhere else in the world via our website www.littleportlife.co.uk 

Lyn

Welcome
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BLACK HORSE DROVE PHONE BOX 
TRANSFORMS!

It was a couple of years ago 
that the Committee of the Black 
Horse Drove Community Centre 

was informed that the East Cambs 
District Council had provided a Rural 
Settlement Grant to the hamlet. 
Discussions were held to try to decide 
how best to benefit the Community 
from the available funds and it was 
decided to convert the old telephone 
box into a lending library.

BT produced 8 different styles of the 
traditional red phone boxes between 
1920 and the 1980’s, although a 
couple of designs were actually made 
from concrete. The most common 
type of kiosk, the K6 went into 
production in the 1930’s, with one of 
these ending up here in Black Horse 
Drove. The Black Horse Drove phone 
box was made by W MacFarlane & 
Co (Saracen Foundry) from Glasgow, 
somewhere between 1945 and 1965. 
During it’s active life it was once filmed 
for the television news due to being 
the least used phone box in the area!

The phone box was in a poor 
state of repair. It was listing due to 
subsidence, part of the door was 
rotten, the paint was flaking, many of 
the panes of glass had been broken 
and the interior was filthy.

In the spring of 2017, local farmer 
Richard Tod, together with Paul 
Blakeway-Long, used a digger and 
rubble to correct the subsidence. 
Rebecca Blakeway-Long cleaned 
the phone box of algae and dirt 
with plenty of hot water and a stiff 
scrubbing brush.

Before

During
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It wasn’t until 2018 that works 
seriously got underway. Richard and 
Paul once more adjusted the lean 
of the phone box and Paul donned 
protective gear and sanded down the 
paintwork – a filthy and gruelling task, 
leaving him red from top to toe. 

Meanwhile, teenagers from Black 
Horse Drove and Ten Mile Bank, 
who were undertaking the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, removed and 
helped to clean the remaining glass 
panels, together with Rebecca and 
Joy Tod.

Rebecca sourced official BT paint and 
replacement glass on-line, discovering 
that everything needed to repair a  
K6 type phone can still be purchased. 
She and Paul then spent a sunny 
Saturday painting the kiosk with pink 
undercoat. A couple of days later,  
the red top coat was applied, after 
which Paul was able to replace the 
glass panels.

Rebecca contacted local builder Glen 
Spalding and asked him to repair the 
door and to hang shelves inside the 
phone box. Glen duly did this and 
Rebecca was then able to paint the 
repaired door.

The finishing touches were added by 
Paul changing 2 of the old, illegible 
“Telephone” signs with new plastic 
replacements and with Rebecca filling 
the shelves with second hand books. 
More books have since been added 
and residents have started to use the 
new library.

An official opening ceremony was held 
at 11am on Saturday 26th January 
2019, with Paul making a short 
speech and cutting the ribbon.  
This was followed by tea and cakes  
in the Community Centre.

After

Official opening

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 7



It has been a very positive 2018 for 
the Club with new members joining 
and a very good programme of 

demonstrators new and old entertaining 
the members at our meetings. 

The Club's AGM was held on the 15th 
February at Littleport Village Hall when 38 
members attended, with apologies from 
a few members who were not able to 
attend, and the evening started with a meal 
provided by Fairways Catering of Littleport 
which started the evening off well.

The President Louise Richards presided 
over the AGM and welcomed everyone. 
Louise thanked all members of the 
Committee for their continued efforts on 
behalf of the Club and members for their 
continued support.

The outgoing Chair Pam Hayes in her 
report also thanked her Committee for 
their continued input into helping to keep 
the Club on a firm footing. Pam said that 
she felt the time was right for her to step 
back from the Chair at such a positive 
time in the Club and hoped that the 
incoming Chair Carol Weyman and her 
Committee would continue with all the 
efforts and good work that had enabled 
the Club to grow and reach 57 years. 
Pam also emphasised the importance 
of people coming forward onto the 
Committee to make sure that the Club 
would continue in such a positive way.

In her report to the Club as Programme 
Secretary, Pam Hayes reported on the 
good year we had just had and informed 
the Club of the year ahead when 
demonstrators old and new would be 
returning to give us another happy year 
of continued flower and friendship.

The Treasurer Helen Fordham assured 
the Club that we were in a reasonably 
good position, but the membership fees 
would have to be put up to £33 for the 
coming year to cover the rise of affiliation 
fees, demonstrators fees and the cost of 
Flowers. Visitors fees would stay at the 
cost of £5.

After the Raffle Carol Weyman was 
presented with the Chair's Badge and 
June Bird wished her a happy first year 
on behalf of all the members present.

Louise Richards presented the outgoing 
Chair Pam Hayes, with a beautiful flower 
arrangement and a garden voucher on 
behalf of the Committee and Members 
for all of her efforts over the past 4 years 
in the position of Chair.

The Club meets on the third Friday in  
the month at Littleport Village Hall,  
7pm for 7.30pm start and welcomes 
new members and visitors to all our 
meetings. For more information please 
contact the Secretary Sue Constable on 
01353 861012 or Chair Carol Weyman 
on 01353 360289. 

Littleport and District Flower Club

Chair Carol Weyman being presented with her 
badge by Club President Louise Richards.
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Well, Summer is well and truly 
upon us and the gardening 
fairies have been busy in the 

Peacock's Meadow community garden.

Over the winter months we have planted 
a new wildlife hedge. And community 
volunteers, Andy Coe and Stuart 
Palmer (of Fenland Spirit Services) have 
nobly trimmed and cut the grass and 
verges. This regular cutting is gradually 
eradicating the brambles. 

Youngsters from The PORT youth club 
have also put in some very hard work in 
the garden. We have also shaped and 
pruned the young trees, allowing them 
the space to grow. The Littleport Crafters 
are creating a beautiful mosaic art work 
which will be installed later in the year.  
All members of the community are 
welcome to take part in this project.  
The crafters meet in the Adams Heritage 
Centre on the 2nd Saturday of the month, 
from 2 until 4 pm to work on the mosaic. 

Peacock’s Meadow is Littleport’s only 
woodland garden. It is also the only 
green space managed and maintained 
by the community. 

We need more proactive volunteers 
for our committee. If you would like to 
become involved in shaping the future 
of the garden, fund-raising or organising 
community events, we’d love to hear 
from you! If committees aren’t your thing 
you can still get involved. We hold regular 
work parties throughout the year. All 
are welcome and we often have entire 
families getting ‘down and dirty’ with us. 
It’s a great way to get some fresh air and 
exercise, and of course, to meet new 
friends. You can do as little or as much as 
suits you. And you’ll have the satisfaction 
of helping to create a beautiful green 
space for future generations. 

To find out more about how you can 
get involved please contact: t.c.curtis@
btinternet.com or send a message via 
the Peacocks Meadow Facebook page.

Peacock’s Meadow 
Summer Update!
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In April 2018 my husband and I 
visited the country that held my 
father prisoner of war for 3 years and 

6 months. The country today is much 
different now to how it was then.

Ikuno is a small town in the mountains 
of central Hyogo Prefecture, Japan. 

The main industry was mining,  
producing silver and copper and  
during the war it served as a prison 
camp called Osaka #4.

In August 1945 my father came out 
of the copper mine he’d been forced 
to work in. He was 24 years old. The 
prison gates were open and several 
Japanese soldiers had committed 
suicide by hari kari. It was a little while 
before he realised that the war was 
over. Japan had surrendered, an Atom 
bomb had been dropped on Hiroshima 
on 6th August.

The bomb was reported as being like 
another sun, it appeared as a fireball 
with tremendous heat of about 10,000 
degrees. The hot flash emitting from 
it was furious, radiating near 4 km 
around. The blast flash is said to have 
been visible on the island of Shikoku 
some 50 km away. In Miyajima some 
19 km away, window panes were 
broken into pieces and dust shot up 

several thousand metres into the sky. 
The city was still on fire 2 days later. 
Those anywhere near the the impact 
instantly perished and thousands of 
people suffered over the next few 
days, weeks, months and years from 
the terrible legacy of radiation and its 
associated diseases.

Then on the 9th of August another 
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. That 
was when Emperor Hirohito declared 
the surrender of Japan. The Americans 

The Rising Sun - 
Japan revisited

An account by Linda Barker

Linda Barker in Japan
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took control of the country and 
transported the surviving frail prisoners 
of war to the many ships that were 
sent to take them home. My father 
travelled from Osaka, entering by train 
through the devastated remains of 
Hiroshima in an open topped carriage, 
not knowing the effects of the radiation 
fall-out that he was subjected to. 
The ship he boarded was the HMS 
Implacable which returned him home.

71 years later my husband and I 
travelled from Osaka through the 
landscape of mountains and bamboo 
forests, that I wouldn’t think have 
changed over the years, and there  
we were standing next to the remains 
of the dome in Hiroshima. The 
memorial peace park consists of a 
flame in the centre and children’s 
peace monument all in alignment with 
the dome. The flame will continue to 
burn until the day there are no more 
atomic bombs on earth. 

The haunting sound of the peace 
bell gave a very sombre atmosphere, 
which is only fitting. Inside the museum 
there were lots of photos showing 
before and after; also display cases 
with many items ravaged by the fire 
including children’s clothes and a 
child’s bicycle. 

This experience for me was a strange 
one. The thought of war, which I am 
so lucky to have never experienced, is 
so wrong for humanity, yet without this 
terrible event I would not have been 
born as my father would not  
have survived. 

Death warrants had been issued for  
the prisoners. Harry Wilding Linda's Father

The Japanese people are still grieving 
today from what happened on that day 
in 1945.

The country and the people from our 
experience was totally different. An 
extremely clean, high tech, organised 
country with the most gentle, 
respectful, kind people who go out of 
their way to help to make your time in 
their country as enjoyable as they can.

For more information about my father 
Harry Wilding’s story, there is a book.

‘A Nice Box Full of Memories’ is written 
by my daughter Justine, and it is 
available from The Littleport Society. 
(Upstairs at The Barn, in Main Street 
Car Park, every Tuesday afternoon.)
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Ian grew up as part of a musical, 
brass banding family. His enthusiasm 
for playing in bands started when he 

began playing the horn with the Corsham 
Band in Wiltshire at the young age of 5 
years old. When Ian was 14 he took up 
the solo trombone seat with the band, 
holding the position for four years until he 
moved to Barnsley in South Yorkshire to 
study for his degree in Band Studies.

Ian decided to stay in Yorkshire and 
started his conducting career in 
November 2000 with Emley Band, 
taking them back to contesting after 
four years of absence. Ian followed this 
by becoming the resident conductor at 
Harworth Band under their professional 
conductor John Davis where he enjoyed 
2 memorable years.

In November 2003 Ian joined Ireland 
Colliery Chesterfield as their Musical 
Director. At this point the band was 

close to folding with only 10 players 
around the stand. Under his direction 
the band rebuilt itself and competed in 
March 2004 at the Midlands area with 
28 players. Since then it successfully 
competed at the Area contest every year, 
achieving better results year on year.

In 2011 Ian led Ireland to the National 
Finals for the first time in over 20 years, 
a feat that was repeated in each of the 
following years to 2014. Ireland Colliery, 
under Ian's direction, was promoted for 
4 consecutive years from the 4th Section 
up to the 1st Section in 2015.

Ian is a believer that every person 
should have the chance to shine and 
this was the key to 12 years of success 
with Ireland. He developed players of 
all abilities to achieve success and with 
the help of a few other people created 
a great organisation with a firm base 
to carry on financially and securely. 

LITTLEPORT BRASSLITTLEPORT BRASS
Ian Knapton was appointed 
Musical Director in September 2018
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Ian was a key person in developing 
the Ireland Colliery name, putting on 
successful theme nights and developing 
key relationships with a brewery to hold 
the bands own annual contest and beer 
festival which ran for 10 years.

After 12 years of great success with 
Ireland, Ian felt it was time to move on 
and accepted the role of Musical Director 
with the Lindley band in Yorkshire in 
November 2015. Ian lead the band to 
its highest contest result at the area for 
20 years with a 3rd place finish in the 
1st section in 2016, which secured the 
bands safety in the section. 

But after a year with the band Ian 
moved on and accepted the role of 
Musical Director with the Kippax band 
in November 2016, who are one of the 
longest running brass bands in the world 
founded in 1814. In his period with the 
band he lead them to 5 contests and 
achieved 5 awards along with some 
great concerts. Sadly due to relocation 
and family commitments Ian had to 
resign from the band in June 2018.

Throughout Ian’s 33 years of playing he 
has played as a guest and a member 

with a number of bands including the 
likes of Rothwell, Carlton Main Frickley, 
Unite the Union and Yorkshire Coop 
Brass Band to name a few. Ian also has 
conducted bands as a guest MD on 
numerous occasions. A highlight was 
conducting Yorkshire Coop Brass Band 
and the world famous Katherine Jenkins, 
in front of 80,000 people, in the centre 
of the pitch at Old Trafford for the Super 
League grand final in October 2008.

In August 2018 Ian accepted the role of 
Musical Director with Littleport Brass and 
is looking forward to the challenge ahead.

Thanks to www.littleportbrass.co.uk for 
this biopic

Littleport Brass Events
Sutton Proms! Saturday, July 6 
at St Andrew’s Church, Sutton, 
from 7pm – 10pm.

Brass by the River! Sunday  
July 14, Ely Riverside from 2pm.

Concert by the Sea! Sunday 
July 28, Hunstanton from 2pm.
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ThePORT 
Youth Group

This is a social group for all 
in the current school year 5 
and above. Mondays Year 
5/6 - 4.15pm -5.30pm Year 
6/+ 5.30pm - 7pm £1.50 

Our aim is to let the youth run 
the group and decide what 
activities are planned from 
week to week - darts, pool, 
tuck shop, hot food, Wifi, 
music, TV and games are just  
a few of the activities.

With the support of the youth and the community we are now in our 3rd 
year and still growing.

If further information is required, please contact Jo on 07988477255

Jo Coe has a chat with some of the youth

Some of the older members of The Port
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Joanne Coe   
Citizen of the Year!

On May 13th tireless founder and 
organiser of Littleport’s youth 
initiative ThePort was presented with 
the accolade ‘Citizen of the Year’ 
by the Parish Council at its annual 
general meeting in the Village Hall.
Joanne Coe is much admired and loved 
by all the youngsters that she helps 
by providing the weekly activities and 
special events throughout the year.

Joanne said “The constant support 
I have received from the community 
and particularly from parish councillors 
Christine and David Ambrose Smith  
and Joanne and Clive Webber is very 
much appreciated.

I am absolutely honoured and delighted to 
have been awarded Citizen of the Year!”

Last year Joanne was recognised in 
the Ely Hero Awards, a finalist of 3 
nominated for the Ely Hero title, and 

Joanne Coe, Citizen of the Year Award at the parish council meeting May 13th 2019

received the Community Champion 
Award on June 25, 2018.

In 2017 Joanne was the recipient of 
Police Commissioner Jason Ablewhite’s 
certificate of recognition for her work with 
young people supported by funding from 
his department.

Littleport must be very proud and grateful 
too for the dedication and hard work 
undertaken voluntarily for the benefit of 
the youth of the village by Joanne Coe. 
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Susan Wiggans, Branching Out’s General Manager, is pleased to tell 
Littleport Life that the Branching Out Charity Shop is now open on 
Sundays between 10 and 4 as a result of feedback from our customers.

As a charity serving people with learning disabilities in Littleport and across 
East Cambridgeshire and the region, we are delighted that our charity shop is 
now open seven days a week.

Shoppers can expect good quality items at bargain prices in our shop at 12 
High Street, Littleport. Most items are priced at £1, £2, or £3. 

We have recently started an eBay shop which is also based in Littleport, where 
we can raise as much money as possible from our donations so the charity 
can continue to provide the best quality service for the 
people we support.

Donations to our shop can make a huge difference, 
here are some examples of what your donations can 
pay for: 

£2 �could pay for staff training needs to support  
8 people for 1 day

£3 �could pay for equipment needed to support  
6 people for a week

£5 �could pay for free transport for 2 people for 1 day

If anyone is interested in more information on 
volunteering in the shop please email  
admin@branchingoutuk.com  
or call Chris on 01353 863221

Buy Volunteer Donate

Now Open on Sundays 10am – 4pm
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It could be thought of as paradoxical that I, a brand-new-comer, and 
life-long out of towner, should find myself contributing to Littleport 
Life Magazine. Most believe that it is important to remain open to 

life’s paradoxes and possibilities. This is definitely a new possibility for 
me! I’m definitely in a new space, a new place, and I’m loving it. 

This possibility began to unfold for me a few weeks ago when Lyn 
Gibb de Swarte, current editor of Littleport Life, resident and ex-
skater, paid me a visit, at my request. You see, I have recently moved 
here (if you hadn’t already guessed) having, at last, broken free from 
the education system in which I had been ever-present for about 30 

years. (100% attendance!) And pursuing a life-long dream, had started my own business 
that’s called Tutor Doctor, Mildenhall.

I had contacted Lyn to see if there was a way in which I could contribute to the magazine. 
Lyn filled me in on many aspects of life in Littleport, past and present and was very happy  
to help. 

We spoke about my upbringing and my years in the big southern metropolis aka London, 
and how I’d arrived there in my late 20s, to teach (primary) and how I was only a stone’s 
throw from the now bright, shiny and new, Olympic Park. Of how I’d spent many years 
teaching, enjoying the feeling of community, connection and contribution that teaching brings. 

My motivation then, as now, has always to been to try and make a positive difference to 
the lives of young people. Over the last 30 years, I have worked with primary age pupils, 
from reception age to Year 6, and I have taught at a postgraduate level on a teacher training 
course I helped to set up. I have worked in senior leadership roles and I have worked with 
pupils with special educational needs at both the primary and secondary levels. I once also 
started a brand-new school in what I think is record time - 4 weeks from scratch! 

I am really enjoying being here. For one so used to brick and concrete and closed-
in spaces, the fens are a revelation of flat-land, soft light and big sky. I am regularly 
astonished by the open spaces and just have to stop what I’m doing and stare. I am 
enjoying getting to know people here, all kinds of different people, some larger than life 
characters, some quiet, but all caring, all concerned about the same things, all wanting 
community and connection. All mindful about where they are and how things are. I get a 
real sense of people caring about their communities and caring about each other. 

And so to return to my starting paradox. Although I have been here a short while, and am 
by no means an expert, I can say a few things about Littleport. It has a little-known and 
fascinating history; its many active community groups give it a real community feel; it has 
good schools and a warm neighbourly feel. It is a place where nature takes its time and 
unfolds to her rhythms. It is a place where people spend time to talk, spend time to get to 
know each other and would rather help than hinder. 

Although I’m new to life in Littleport and Littleport Life is new to me I am loving being here. 
Say hello if you see me!

David

New to Littleport New to Littleport Life!
David Barker - your new deputy editor!

David Barker 
Educational 
Consultant  
Tutor Doctor
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2019 EVENTS FOR  
LITTLEPORT PLAYERS
 

DISCO INFERNO 
A 70s Musical 
11, 12, 13 July 2019 7.30pm
Doors open 30 minutes before 
Littleport and East Cambs Academy

Directed by Karen Booth 
Musical Direction by Mark A. J. Checkley

Tickets £10.00 per person

Box Office: 
Online – www.ticketsource.co.uk/littleportplayers (online booking fee applies) 
In Person – Bizzie Lizzie and Bargain Centre, Littleport 
Email – rebekahgreen2016@outlook.com

We regret no tickets can be reserved on the door

Refreshments available

 

SLEEPING BEAUTY – PANTOMIME 
5-8 December 2019 
Littleport and East Cambs Academy 

AUDITIONS 
Sun 1 Sept 19 – 1000-1300 hrs – Millfield School, Littleport 
Mon 2 Sept 19 – 1900-2100 hrs – Methodist Church Hall, Littleport 

Do you like singing, dancing and acting? Fancy taking part in our next pantomime?  
Join us as we emabark on our next adventure for our forthcoming annual pantomime 
Sleeping Beauty. It’s fun, it’s loud, it’s upbeat and most of all it’s amazing §. Why would 
you miss it? If you would like to audition, please register an interest with us first by 
emailing rebekahgreen2016@outlook.com or call 07799604209. We’d love to see you! 

We are always on the lookout for new members to join us off stage too. Do you play a 
musical instrument? Do you have an interest in the technical, stage management or set 
design side? May be you like making props or applying stage make-up? How about 
marketing or social media advertising? If you have an interest in any theatrical and think 
you can help us, then please let us know. Email rebekahgreen2016@outlook.com  
or call 07799 604209.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE 
LITTLEPORT SOCIETY

'The poetry of history lies in the  fact that once, on this earth, once, on this familiar spot 
of ground, walked other men and women, as actual as we are today, thinking their own 
thoughts, swayed by their own passions, but now all gone, one generation vanishing into 
another, gone as utterly as we ourselves shall shortly be gone, like ghosts at cockcrow.'

G.M. Trevelyan

Treasured Memories

This famous historian's quote underlines 
the importance of preserving memories 
and records of local people. The Littleport 

Society has a vast collection of old photographs, 
letters, and printed village records. Conversations 
recorded on cassette tape 20 years ago are now 
expertly digitised for preservation long into the 
future. Our digitised film records preserve moving 
images of a life that will one day be lost. One 
of our volunteers has been adding newspaper 
reports about Littleport to the Society's archive 
for over 30 years. Imagine Littleport residents, 
your descendants even, in 50- or 100-years' 
time being able to listen to your memories of 
village life or see how and where you used to live. 

Most importantly, the Society's records give 
ordinary people like us a name, a face, and details 
of real lives lived. Records of politicians, wealthy 
landowners and royalty have been preserved 
down the centuries but the activities of groups like 
The Littleport Society preserve knowledge about 
the lives of all of us, of the majority.

The Society's recorded conversations with 
Littleport residents recently caught the eye of 
Britain's best-selling Family History magazine, 
featuring in the March edition of 'Who Do You 
Think You Are?' with a whole page spread about 
the project.

The Littleport Society has more than 1200 
members locally and across the globe. Many 
more people around the world can trace their 
families back to Littleport. For this reason, 
two of our expert volunteers are working hard 
to produce an online catalogue which will list 
every item the Society holds. People anywhere 
in the world will then be able to go online and 
see details of what we have and contact us for 
copies or for photographs of objects. With many 

thousands of items to list this is a mammoth task 
but is well on the way to completion. 

Did you grow up in Littleport? Have you traced 
any of your family tree back to Littleport? Do you 
live here now and want to know what your house 
or road looked like 50 years ago or even longer? 
If so, come along to The Barn in Littleport which 
houses the Society's archive and collection. It 
is open on Tuesday afternoons from 1.00 pm 
until 4.00 pm. Helpful, friendly volunteers with 
a wealth of knowledge will be there to help you 
discover your story.

The Littleport Society provides a programme of 
monthly Tuesday evening talks and events at the 
Village Hall, Victoria Street, Littleport. Next up, 
on June 4th at 7.30 pm Paul Howe will be talking 
about 'The Birds and the Bees – Insights into 
Animal Behaviour' and on July 2nd at 7.30 pm 
Chris Carr will be revealing all about 'Boudicca 
and the Two Empires.' All welcome. Free entry, 
refreshments.

For family history information and details of 
events and how to join The Society see  
www.littleportsociety.org.uk

Follow us on our Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/littleportsociety/

20 |��� Littleport Life



Littleport Women’s Institute is a 
tiny part of the largest women’s 
organisation in the country.

We are a section of the Isle of Ely 
Federation of Women’s Institute, this in 
turn is affiliated to the National Federation 
of Women’s Institutes which has its office 
in London.

The list of activities and aims etc.,  
is very long.

Our meetings are held once a month on 
a Tuesday evening in the village hall, and 
consist of a certain amount of business, 
i.e. reports of meetings, treasurer’s 
report, correspondence. Invitations, 
and up and coming events. Then this 
is followed by our Speaker. This can be 
on any subject apart from (religion or 
politics) and can consist of a talk, film 
show, demonstration or debate, usually 
followed by a Question and Answer 
Session. We usually learn something 
useful and most sessions are peppered 
with humour. After our Speaker we have 
a break for refreshments and a short time 
for socialising.

When the break is over, time is spent 
finalising arrangements for events, outings 
and other things that we take part in.

Birthdays of members are announced 
(they receive a small gift) and results of 

Littleport Women’s Institute
What goes on at the W.I.

the raffle and the competition which is 
held at each meeting. Members do not 
have to take part in the competition, 
but many do and the points awarded 
are accumulated and a prize awarded 
at certain stages. The evening is often 
rounded off with one of the members 
reciting an amusing tale.

As part of the Isle of Ely Federation we 
are frequently invited to the meetings 
of other Institutes in the group. This 
is enjoyable as we then meet other 
like-minded women and hear different 
speakers etc., great networking. 

The Isle of Ely Federation has its office 
in March where they organise a variety 
of meetings and events to which we 
are all invited, in particular the annual 
Federation meetings are very enjoyable 
and well attended as after the business 
they always provide a Speaker of a very 
high standard. In the past these have 
included many television personalities, 
local dignitaries, local radio personalities 
and much more.

So if you feel that there may be 
something in our meetings for you, why 
not give us a try. You would be most 
welcome. We meet on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 7.15pm in the 
village hall.
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Littleport Community  
Primary School News

There have been a number of inspirational events 
happening in school recently. I am extremely 
proud of the work that has been produced 

by children as well as the efforts of staff who have 
organised the activities. The children have thoroughly enjoyed all of the 
learning experiences and it was wonderful to be able to involve parents and 
the community in a number of the events too. Below is just a flavour of life at 
Littleport Community Primary School over the spring term.

Anglia Ruskin University Visit
Year 6 visited Anglia Ruskin University to 
learn more about life as a student.  They 
had the opportunity to meet and question 
some current students to find out about 
the subjects you can study, how often you 
go to lectures and the careers university 
might lead to. Later in the day they had 
the opportunity to explore the university 
campus.  It was really exciting to see the 
new forensic science block, the art gallery 
and theatre.  However, the wide range of 
cafes and restaurants caused the most 
excitement! After lunch, they designed their 
own universities and then presented them in 
a real lecture theatre. They really impressed 
the staff with their creativity and confidence.  

Alison Hoal (Phase Leader)

World Book Day
During World Book Day, the whole school 
focussed on a beautifully illustrated book, 
The Lost Words, by Robert McFarlane and 
Jackie Morris. Many words which are used 
to describe the natural environment have 
been left out of children's dictionaries in 
recent years to make room for new words.  
The book is a collection of acrostic poems in 
the form of spells to bring back words such 
as bramble, conker, adder, etc.  Across the 
school, the children wrote their own poetry 
and created their own art and music.  

Esther McLeish (Phase Leader)

Early Years Foundation  
Stage
Children in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage are learning so much and growing 
both in stature and in confidence all the 
time. They are currently being inspired by 
tales, old and new. Stories are opening  
the door to new worlds where they 
discover exciting characters, real and 
imaginary settings and the many ways  
that stories unfold and impress themselves 
upon our lives and bury themselves in our 
hearts. The children have chosen their 
own favourite stories to retell either orally, 
through writing, drawings or  
using technology. 

The spring term has also seen the 
introduction of ‘The Bookworms Club’ 
which gives a weekly opportunity for 
parents and children to spend time reading 
in the school library. It is well attended and 
both the children and parents are enjoying 
the time spent together. 

Our own ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’ 
celebrated the story of Alice in Wonderland 
– the range of imaginative hats was truly 
amazing! The children enjoyed the story 
and games, but especially the tea, with 
sandwiches, cakes and blackcurrant tea 
served out of real teapots into real cups 
and saucers! 

Anne Ovens (EYFS Leader)
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PE
Over the year, children at Littleport 
Community Primary School have taken part 
in a variety of sporting activities, not only 
in their PE lessons but also in clubs run by 
staff and children.  In the Autumn Term, 
Year 5 children were trained to become 
Playground Leaders.  They have started 
leading a variety of activities for younger 
children in the school:  Football, Netball, 
Gymnastics, Dance, Multi-Sports and 
Speed Stacking are to name just a few.  
The children have also taken part in some 
inter school competitions in Football, Cross 
Country, Tag-Rugby, Hockey, Orienteering 
and Netball.  Next term they will take part in 
Tri-Golf, Rounders and a Get Active Festival.  
There has been a large number of children 
in Year 6 wanting to support PE in school 
that the Sports Ambassadors manage a 
variety of sporting jobs:  Reporters, Club 
Leaders, Change 4 Life, Digital Competitions 
and Playground Leader Manager.  Last 
week saw the celebration of School Sport 
in the Key Stage 2 Games Day.  They 
travelled to LECA to take part in some 
competitive sports against other children 
in their classes.  Some local clubs also 
got involved in promoting sport and the 
children enjoyed taking part in Korfball and 
Taekwondo.  KS1 children have their Games 
Day to look forward to next week.  School 
Games Values are very important in school 
and the children are awarded bands when 
they show specific sporting values - these 
include:  Teamwork, Honesty, Self-Belief, 
Passion, Respect and Determination.  
Children nominate others in their class and 
all are very proud to be awarded them.  

STEM Week
STEM week has become an annual event 
in centres of education across the country: 
a time to promote exploration of Science, 
Engineering, Technology and Maths among 
our young students. Here at LCPS we 
grabbed the opportunity to exalt this area 
of learning with the young people we work 
with. We created a bespoke timetable of 
learning and exploration to engage and 
enthuse, excite and energise: learning 
begins with curiosity; we wanted to inspire 
the children to ask questions about the 
world around them.

Each class had a mission: Year 5 and 6 
had to design the most aerodynamic, best 
looking and longest flying aeroplane. Year 
3 and 4 had to create a boat from recycled 
materials and test whose would float the 
longest. Reception, Year 1 and 2 all worked 
their hardest to create an animal from 
recycled materials. The children had to go 
through rigorous design and testing stages 
in order to see who would be victorious.

In Chemistry the children took part in a 
range of activities from creating lava lamps, 
testing the acid/alkali content of various 
household items and solving crimes using 
forensic techniques. All of the children in 
the school had the opportunity to explore 
permanent change by tie dying a t-shirt. 
It was amazing to see the results of their 
experiments on the Friday! Assembly was a 
sea of colour!

Physics, Maths Technology and Design 
all came together in the Construction 
Room where the children had to create a 
marble drop…long and fast for the middle 
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school; slower the better for the upper. 
The younger children had the challenge 
of bridge building: whose would carry the 
heaviest truck?

Our Biology focus was the 
digestive system
From there the children moved to an 
exploration the contents of owl stomachs! 
Our intrepid investigators got stuck in 
identifying bones and discussing diets. 
They also got to meet some feathered 
friends in real life: a bird of prey flying 
overhead proved an experience not 
to be missed! The older students also 
heard about what it is like to be a real-life 
archeologist! 

The children had a terrific week full of 
opportunities to explore, ask questions and 
discover more from the world of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths. The 
culmination of their effort was enjoyed by 
the great swell of parents and carers who 
came to the museum that was open on 
Friday after school: this gave the children  
a chance to show what they had done and 
to look at what other parts of the school 
were up to!

Research 
School
Our status as a 
Research School 
continues to 
benefit the children 
through the 
professional development opportunities 
presented to staff. There has been a drive 
to improve standards in writing across the 
school using the Education Endowment 
Foundation guidance reports and we will 
be working with Alex Quigley, author of 
Closing the Vocabulary Gap to enhance 
writing even further. For more information 
on the role of the Research School, please 
visit https://researchschool.org.uk/
cambsandfens/ 

I look forward to the exciting and engaging 
learning opportunities that lie ahead for the 
summer term! 

Adam Rivett 
Headteacher, Littleport Community  
Primary School.  
Director of East Cambs and Fenland 
Research School

Littleport Leisure Open Day is Back!!
Littleport Leisure will again be hosting it’s annual Open Day on Saturday 22nd 
June. We have moved from a Sunday to a Saturday and we are extending the day 
into the evening with 'live' music. The day begins at 11.00am and we will have the 
return of some of the old favourites along with some new ideas to entertain you. 
This is a great opportunity for all of the community to come together, have a great 
time and take a look around our new building if you haven't already done so. We 
are very proud of our new facilities and we would like you to be too!

        Mark  
        Your 
Calendar
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Millfield 
School

Millfield Nursery update

This has been such an exciting venture 
for the School and local community. Our 
Nursery opened on September 11th and 
I have to say has been an absolute joy 
from day 1. 

The Nursery staff made home visits prior 
to the children starting and parents and 
children were invited for taster sessions 
before their ‘proper’ start date. This 
enabled parents and staff to get to know 

each other and for children to become 
familiar with the setting, so easing any 
anxieties…for parents perhaps more than 
for the children! 

The children have settled amazingly and 
I know parents have been delighted, 
and perhaps relieved, that their children 
just love coming! We chose to have 
an optional ‘uniform’ of a polo shirt 
and sweatshirt/cardigan which are the 
reverse of our main school colours and 
it’s so interesting to see that, over time, 
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In my 8 years as Headteacher at Millfield, the Highfields housing development has 
always been ‘in progress’ – sometimes there has been lots of building activity and 
at other times, the building sector has been going through quieter times. In the last 

few months it feels as though, all of a sudden, the Highfields development is nearing 
its completion. How true this actually is, I don’t know, but certainly houses have been 
springing up on the Grange Lane side of the development. As many of you will know, 
Millfield was expanded only a few years ago to accommodate the increasing numbers 
of children who will live locally. We have been in the luxurious position since then of 
having spare classrooms but this year we have had many more children joining the 
school mid-year than ever before and for some year groups there is a waiting list. From 
September we will be having an additional 2 classes to take the extra children so our 
spare classrooms are gradually filling up!

Millfield 
School

Millfield Nursery update

This has been such an exciting venture 
for the School and local community. Our 
Nursery opened on September 11th and 
I have to say has been an absolute joy 
from day 1. 

The Nursery staff made home visits prior 
to the children starting and parents and 
children were invited for taster sessions 
before their ‘proper’ start date. This 
enabled parents and staff to get to know 

each other and for children to become 
familiar with the setting, so easing any 
anxieties…for parents perhaps more than 
for the children! 

The children have settled amazingly and 
I know parents have been delighted, 
and perhaps relieved, that their children 
just love coming! We chose to have 
an optional ‘uniform’ of a polo shirt 
and sweatshirt/cardigan which are the 
reverse of our main school colours and 
it’s so interesting to see that, over time, 
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For the last couple of years, our music curriculum has been developing and we have 
been working closely with Cambridgeshire Music to increase the opportunities for 
our children to learn musical instruments free of charge. Our Y3 and Y4 children 
learn recorder, our Y5 learn ukulele and Y6 children have had the opportunity to learn 
trumpet or baritone horn. It’s really wonderful to see children playing instruments 
together! A Y5 class entered a competition open to all schools in Cambridgeshire to 
compose and perform their own song. Our children were successful in being chosen 
with 8 others to perform their song in a celebration event at the Corn Exchange in 
Cambridge. 

Deborah Hannaford 
Headteacher
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Remembering 
the Dead of 
Littleport

Now that the Centenary of the 
signing of the Armistice has 
passed it would be easy to forget 
the reason for the signing of 
the Armistice and why we hold 
Remembrance Sunday.

Many years ago my wife and I started 
to visit the battlefields, cemeteries, and 
memorials to the dead of the Great War. 
When I joined the Littleport branch of 
The Royal British Legion I decided to 
make an effort to find and photograph 
the cemeteries and memorials to the men 
from Littleport listed on our war memorial. 
I was unable to visit all of the memorials, 
one is in Baghdad for example, but with 
the help of other people I managed to get 
photographs of the majority. These photos, 
together with what local information I could 
gather, and extracts from the Battalion war 
diaries from the period they died, have 
been gathered into a document that now 
resides with the Littleport Heritage Centre 
and is available for anyone to read; though 
copying is forbidden. 

Over the next few issues of this magazine 
I intend to précis the information present 
in the main document. Please remember 
these men.

Harry Starling, 2nd Battalion Suffolk 
Regiment, reported Missing in Action on 
27th August 1914 at Le Cateau. He was 
not recorded as a prisoner of the Germans 
and so was presumed dead. He is 
commemorated on panel 21 of the Menin 
Gate, Ieper.

Bertie Lord, 5th Dragoon Guards 
(Princess Charlotte of Wales’s), was Killed 
in Action on 31st October 1914. He is 
commemorated on panel 5 of the Menin 
Gate, Ieper.

William Cheney, Lance Corporal, 2nd 
Battalion Coldstream Guards, was Killed 
in Action on 14th November 1914. He is 
buried in Grave 6, Row J, Plot IV, Sanctuary 
Wood Cemetery.

These are the men of Littleport who 
died in 1914. Part of the original British 
Expeditionary Force (B.E.F) ‘The Old 
Contemptibles’.
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The club is growing and we hope to enrol 
our 20th member very soon. 

We meet at the Adams Heritage Centre 
in Main Street, in Littleport, usually on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

Our Easter event at the Almonry in Ely 
was very successful, lots of children 
enjoyed hunting for Easter eggs and 
crafts with a Tombola for the adults and 
refreshments were enjoyed by all. 

On a more sombre note, our 
headquarters in America sent nearly 
$100,000 to help alleviate the disaster  
in Mozambique. 

Lions Club International respond to  
local and international disasters and  
also send special mobile equipment that 
turns dirty water into clean drinking water 
in minutes. 

We take clean drinking water for granted 
in this country, but lots of Indian villages 

Update on The Lions 
Club of Littleport 

now have new drinking pumps in  
villages paid for and installed by  
Lions’ donations.

On a local note we collect used 
spectacles to be sent to third world 
countries as well as to homeless  
charities in the UK.

They can be left at Loach & Wades  
and also at Adams Heritage Centre  
both in Littleport.

“Thank you Lions” said a 93 year old 
gentleman in Honduras, “I can now read 
my bible for the first time in 15 years.”

We will have a stall at Aquafest in Ely on 
Sunday 7th July, so come and say hello 
and have a go at our 'Win every time soft 
toy Tombola!'

For more details of your local Lions Club 
contact; David & Jenny Ellis  
07817 592438 or email: 
littleportlionsclub@gmail.com

Happy Easter Egg Hunters
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So, the Bible… On Desert Island Discs, 
the Bible is one of the books available 
to the castaway and in the film ‘The Day 
After Tomorrow’ a survivor wants to keep 
hold of a Bible; not because he believes 
it, but because the Bible is somehow 
special. Many people think the Bible 
is special, including many who don’t 
necessarily embrace its message. 

Here at St George’s we take studying 
the Bible very seriously. Carol Swain has 
run a weekday group for many years and 
there is also a Thursday evening bible 
study group which has run for three years. 
We’ve studied a wide variety of books; we 
looked at the Psalms and how Jesus used 
them, Mark’s Gospel and others including 
a verse by verse study of the book of 
Revelation. Recently we’ve been looking 
at what are called the Minor Prophets at 
the end of the Old Testament and the last 
one was Haggai. 

Who? Haggai is very short, the book not 
the man; only two chapters and it tackles 
the matter of the people’s attitude to 
rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. In 
short, some had returned from Babylon 
to rebuild the temple which had been 
destroyed and after making a really good 
start, their enthusiasm was failing. It was 
all a bit difficult really, rebuilding walls and 
gates and stuff and anyway, what they 
had managed to build wasn’t as good as 
the temple used to be; and they thought, 
probably never would be. 

I suppose it is human nature to remember 
criticism rather more readily than praise 
and I think that for many people, the words 
‘Prophet’ and ‘Bible’ conjure up images 
of ranting and shouting and a general 

putting down of 
everyone who 
isn’t considered 
Godly enough. 
Well, that’s not exactly true. Criticism 
there certainly is, but there’s massive 
encouragement too and Haggai goes 
to great lengths (in just two chapters!) to 
praise the people for their achievements as 
well as telling them not to give up. 

There is nothing minor or insignificant about 
Haggai, the Minor Prophet; his message 
is as real today as ever it was. As we seek 
to work for the good of the community 
of Littleport, we need to trust in all the 
good that is being achieved whether it is 
in youth work, working with families, the 
lonely and the disadvantaged as well as 
establishing relationships with people for 
their own sake. Even people who on the 
surface appear to have no real needs. At 
the informal services at St George’s we 
sometimes use the words, ‘goodness is 
stronger than evil’. Whatever our concept 
of evil (a whole other bible study topic) 
we all recognise goodness when we see 
it. Goodness is stronger than evil and we 
should trust in all the good that we do see. 

The desert island castaway also finds 
the complete works of Shakespeare; 
so, betrayal, war, dreams, angst, love - 
nothing has changed. Whilst it’s important 
to understand how and why the Bible was 
written in the way it is, its message is as 
real today as ever it was so give the Bible 
a go, and why not join, or ask to start, a 
study group? Haggai, amongst others, 
would be really pleased.

With every blessing, 
Rev’d Howard Robson

ST GEORGE’S  
CHURCH
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Vine Community Church  

Do you believe that? When we have 
terrible things happening in our lives are 
we able to see the whole picture and 
know that God’s plans are for good? The 
Bible says, “‘For I know the plans I have 
for you,’ says the Lord, ‘They are plans 
for good and not for disaster, to give you 
a future and a hope.’” (Jeremiah 29:11).  
While this verse may be comforting for 
you in your situation now, it is also good 
to look at it in terms of the good that we 
can see over the centuries.

I was fascinated by a book I read last 
year called How Christianity Changed the 
World by Alvin J Schmidt. 

Schmidt takes us back to what happened 
in the early years of the church after Christ 
had risen from the dead and His followers 
had been empowered to spread the good 
news that Christ saves us all. As people 
came to believe in Christ their tastes and 
life style changed, as they were motivated 
by love and God’s beautiful standards. 
They stopped attending the bloody 
gladiatorial events, infanticide decreased, 
babies left out to die were taken in and 
adopted, and so on. Because they were 
so different and not judgmental but just 
going in a different direction, they began 
to be persecuted. Their morals did not 
fit in with the society they were living in. 
Did you know that Emperor Nero used 
Christians as street lamps by covering 
them in oil and setting fire to them? 
And yet they persevered and 300 years 
later, after so many had lost their lives 
through persecution, Constantine made 
Christianity the official religion of the 
Roman Empire.	

Schmidt then goes on to show how many 
good things were influenced or initiated 
by Christians over the centuries that 
followed: the sanctity of life, the elevation 
of women, charity and compassion, 
hospitals and health care, the abolishing 
finally of the slave trade and so on.

Sadly, we know that many calling 
themselves ‘Christians’ have done great 
evils, bringing disrepute to the church. 
But Jesus warned about them in the 
Bible, he said; “Beware of false prophets, 
who come to you in sheep's clothing  
but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” 
(Matthew 7:15)

Many through history have also used 
religion as a tool for oppression. Not what 
Christ taught at all when He said, “Do not 
lord it over others”! Clearly mistakes have 
been made over time. However,  
we need to remember that the good 
things we enjoy in our society are largely 
the result of a Christian way of thinking 
and Christian values. Immense good has 
been accomplished over the centuries. If 
we sincerely seek we shall find a plethora 
of examples of virtue that have changed 
the world. 

In these days of political upheaval and 
intense debate through social media we 
risk throwing out what is good when 
we think that we can go it alone without 
God’s love and wisdom. His plans for us 
really are for our 
good. He really 
does love us. 

Nancy Collens

God’s Plans Are For Good, Not Evil 
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Prayer and Me

I decided that this communication to 
you, had to be on a personal level, 
because prayer is very personal!

Now you might say that I am stating the 
obvious. 

But we know that prayer is something 
about communication between us as 
individuals experiencing all of life’s ups 
and downs, and those elevated and 
loving beings on the other side of life, in 
the spirit realms of light, who hear our 
prayer requests and hurry them to those 
who do the healing and succouring work 
of the Most High, the Great Spirit, God.

The saints and ministering hosts of 
angels as they are called by most 
religious belief systems.

Outside of Spiritualism, prayer is often 
an ordered and pre-set format - even 
prescribed to be said, or made, at set 
times.

Agreed, Spiritualists do have some 
prayers in the form of hymns and spiritual 
songs, that are written down and used at 
various times in services etc.

But we do not have a set rote of things 
we should say to God at any one 
particular, prescribed time.

When we pray, we know that we can 
formulate our own thoughts and have 

THE LITTLEPORT 
CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALISTS
A message from the founding 
minister NCSS

sweet communion, without anyone else 
having to tell us what to pray and how.

Of course, there are prayers that were 
given to our forebears in ancient days, 
that are so magnificent - and simple in 
their expression, that they were obviously 
received after being given them by 
inspiration from On High.

And these special prayers have been in 
daily use ever since. Those who recorded 
these words that have been learned off by 
heart, may not have known themselves 
that they would be so important for 
literally thousands of years, to millions of 
people from all over the world.

These learned prayers are the bedrock 
of so many people’s daily lives that the 
original mediums would have been 
perhaps overwhelmed had they been 
apprised of the consequences of delivering 
the words of prayer that they heard.

Moses delivered the prayer repeated 
ever since by individuals, and groups of 
individuals, in times of trouble, times of joy 
and celebration, and just as a daily prayer 
regardless of situation or condition, in 
mundane everyday life mode.

Jesus relayed a prayer that he told his 
followers to use in much the same way, 
as he and they, had been used to reciting 
the former.
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Both prayers have had good use as what 
I call, emergency prayers. Prayers you can 
use in an emergency when you need help 
and can’t get your own thoughts together. 

I have a prayer that I say when I wake 
up, and when I lay me down to sleep. 
The same words, that I would say, are 
like an affirmation for me about what my 
conscious life rests on.

In fact, I shared this prayer, the first lines 
of the prayer Moses relayed, on my 
website www.lynguestdeswarte.com 
on a page called unsurprisingly, ‘Prayer 
and Meditation.’

It says, ‘blessed are you Lord, Lord, our 
Spirit (God) you are One. Blessed are 
you Lord, King for eternity.’ Jesus would 
have said in Aramaic (common Hebrew 
dialect) Baruch atoy adonoy, adonoy 
elohenu echod. Baruch atoy adanoy, 
melech le’olam ve’ad (ch sound as in the 
Scottish ‘loch’). 

Going back to all those people around 
this globe on which we presently reside, 
and the myriad languages in use, it’s 
good to know that as Spiritualists, we 
understand that the language used in 
prayer is, in actuality, irrelevant, for the 
language of Spirit is universal. 

All thought is a series of symbols, images 
that are translated into the different 
languages that our nationality causes 
us to learn and divides us country by 
country; not so on the Other Side.

Take that word ‘blessed’ translated from 
Hebrew. If we are speaking English, 
In the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ it translates as 
‘hallowed’ - (as in ‘Hallowed be Thy 
Name’ when Jesus must have said 
‘Blessed is The Name’ - as there was 
no actual name given to God back then. 
Nevertheless, the Lord and all the angels, 
and those in Spirit, hear and understand 
us anyway! 

Our Spiritualist understanding abhors the 
fact that people have been killed over the 
centuries, for using the ‘wrong’ language 
in which to pray - or read the Bible.

But I digress. Prayer is so important 
to me because I know it connects me 
with the infinite - the world unseen 
that surrounds us even as we live our 
lives here. As I send my thoughts out, 
I know too that my prayers for healing 
and easement are heard and have been 
acted upon. I have been helped so many, 
many times, it would take a book to log 
all the instances. And this is not just for 
me. It works for everyone.

Inspirational prayer, conversation 
between you and the Spirit of Love and 
Light and all the saintly intercessors, will 
help you as it helps me.

Most Rev Lyn Gibb-de Swarte NCSS

Facebook: Littleport Christian Spiritualists

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 31



A Message from  
St John's Methodist Church

Once again, I am coming to 
the end of my time working in 
Littleport. What a wonderful 

place it is. I have enjoyed working 
with my Christian colleagues as well 
as meeting new people through 
baptism and funerals. All with different 
experiences of life and yet have shown 
me so much of what life is about and 
how they cope.

We have been shocked recently by 
the evil killing of people of faith in the 
most unexpected places.  The attack 
upon the Mosque in Christ Church, 
New Zealand, the massacre of the 
Christians and the burning down of 
churches in Nigeria and the killing of 
Christian tourists in Sri Lanka. All these 
events have caused us to become 
aware again of the evil that lives within 
people. Our thoughts and prayers have 
already gone out to those who have 
lost loved ones in such a shocking 
way. It also tells us in today’s world 
what it means to be a person of faith.

The other shocking event was the fire at 
the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. For 
the people of France, it was a shocking 
event which hit at the very heart of 
French culture remembering that France 
is a secular country. Already complaints 
have surfaced at the amount of money 
that is going to be spent on the repairs. 
The money should be given to the poor. 

These laudable sentiments have a hint 
of hypocrisy as the billion pounds raised 
by well-meaning people would not have 
been done had there not been a fire. 

Just to put it into perspective, the 
World Health Organisation have spent 
fifteen billion pounds in aid this year 
alone, plus, of course, what all the 
other aid agencies spend of your 
generous giving.

As is necessary when writing in 
advance for your community magazine 
summer issue, spring was truly under 
way as I address you. And there was 
a temptation to become sentimental 
about the wonderful new life that is 
springing up. As Easter was later this 
year, we were able to take advantage 
of the idea of new life. The church talks 
of resurrection as new life – God’s life 
being evident in the world. So belatedly 
may I wish you joy post Easter, a 
blessed summer, and a continuing 
experience of hope and new life.

Rev Bernard Arnold
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St John’s Methodist Church
High Street, Littleport

Sunday Services 
	 Morning:	10.45am – weekly 
	 Evening:	 6.30pm – 2nd Sunday of each month 
			   5.00pm – 4th Sunday, at St George’s

Flower & Friendship Club: 7pm on the last Monday of the month 

Coffee Mornings: 10-12noon on the first Saturday of each month	

Minister: Rev. Bernard Arnold (01353 720347)

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals by arrangement
http://www.elyandnewmarketmethodists.org.uk/littleport 

Alive in Christ...... Worship,  
Mission and Service

Vine Community Church Meetings
Toddler and Baby Group with Parent and Carers  
Monday 10 to 11.30 
Contact Julie: 07790 304099

House groups  
Tuesday evenings, and Wednesdays at 10.30 am

Coffee Break  
Thursday 10.30 to 12.00 with homemade cakes.

Morning Worship  
Sunday 10.30 am with Creche and Stars.

All welcome, for further information on any of the above 
please leave a message on 861478 and we will return 
your call. 

The Vine Community Church.  
Globe Lane, Littleport, CB61PW

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 33



Rotary  Club of Littleport  — Update 

Rotary Club of Littleport’s second Quiz Night. This took 
place at the Village Hall, Friday evening 5th Oct. where the 
Club played host to over 120 guests. Amongst the guests, 
were the Littleport Players Quiz team, entertained—the 
Rotary Club members—who in turn, responded by making 
a donation to the Littleport Players. 

The Littleport Players were 
invited to a recent Rotary 
Club Meeting —see right 

Lisa, Chelsea, Karen 

and Rebekah 

receiving a  cheque for £500 
from Treasure Paul Cox 

 
Next Quiz — 25-10-2019 

 

 A donation of £250 was made to Therapy Dogs Nationwide  
Rotary donate £250 to Therapy Dogs Nationwide in the light of their recent 
presentation to the Club. This was felt to be a very worthwhile charity to 
support. The presence of these wonderful animals works magic in locations 
where there may be confusion or illness. Some of the local dogs were taken 
to a RAF Lakenheath family day. The presence of the dogs was a highlight  

Littleport Scouts  
In early April we had an really interesting visit to the club by a couple of people,  
Julie Double and Darrel Gardiner seen above with President Tony Summersgill, 
from Littleport Scouts to see how we might be able to work together to help raise 
money for the boys and girls at Beavers/Rainbows/Cubs/Brownies/Scouts/
Guides—some really great ideas—stay tuned.. 

A donation of £500 was made to Rotary KidsOut Day. 

We will be hosting an event on 31st May 2019 primarily in aid of the National 
Rotary KidsOut Day.    
Every June, the Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland together with 
KidsOut take over 25,000 disadvantaged children on a fun day out. The children 
visit the seaside, theme parks, adventure playgrounds and zoos, giving them all 
wonderful memories to cherish for a lifetime. 

for every one. 

Incidentally the Helicopter 
see left and above     

Is a £90m Osprey often see 
flying around the area. 
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If you want to have a chat about becoming involved in Rotary, call  
Ron Bradney on: 01353 864949 
If you want to find out more about our Rotary Club. Take a look at our web-
site: www.littleportrotary.org.uk  Paul Cox—Design Studio 

Lend with Care 

Throughout the developing world there are numerous entrepreneurs who want to 
get going but simply don’t have the funds in place to start. We’re not talking about 
big business but the woman who wants to run a local market stall, the man who 
wants to bake and sell bread, the electrician who wants to set up a repair business 
in other words the so called “little people” who, in many cases, are the backbone of 
a country’s economy.   

This is where “Lend with Care” steps in - the entrepreneur approaches his local mi-
cro-finance unit whose partner is Lend with Care.  If the idea has promise the loan 
is granted and the business gets under way.  

These are modest sums but your local Rotary Club has so far donated £2,650 to this 
cause which has so far 
created loans 
amounting to over 
£11300 with repay-
ments to date at over 
£9,100. Most signifi-
cantly we have helped 
244 entrepreneurs get 
started in turn creating 
a further 97 jobs. A 
truly wonderful 
scheme and we are 
delighted that our in-
volvement has helped 
achieve so much. 

Shelter Box 
We have just donated a ShelterBox to help victims of Cyclone Idai in southern Africa. 
This is actually the third we have donated in this Rotary year (July 2018 to June 
2019). The first was to help following the earthquake in Sulawesi, Indonesia and the 
second following the floods in Kerala, southern India. All three were devastating to 
those in the regions affected. Each ShelterBox costs £590, so that’s £1770 - all raised 
with the support of people like you. 

Cyclone Idai Update      Circ.20/04/2019 
A team is now in Chikwawa, one of the worst-hit districts of southern Malawi. 
They've visited families living in collective center’s to understand how ShelterBox 
can help. 

At collective centers across Malawi, conditions are crowded and cramped, 
putting people at increased risk of disease, violence and even trafficking. 
Emergency shelter is desperately needed. to give families the space and 
tools to recover in privacy. 

We expect support may include emergency ShelterKits so families can repair or 
create shelter, as well as water filters and mosquito nets to protect themselves 
from diseases. 

Right now, we are talking to local partners in all the countries affected to 
understand how we can help. As Rotary International's project partner for 
disaster relief; we're in close contact with the District Governor for Mala-
wi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. We're also working with Habitat for Hu-
manity, who are helping to provide shelter aid in Chikwawa.  

Your support 

More than 86.000 people have been forced to flee their homes after heavy 
rains and flash flooding devasted villages across southern Malawi. 
Throughout March 2019, rain continued day and night causing Malawi's 
largest river Shire to burst its banks and flood neighboring communities. 
For many displaced families. the situation deteriorated further when cy-
clone Idai tore through the country. 
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The 363MCC  
Does it Again!

On Saturday May 4th the annual Crowning 
Around bikers meet with music, stalls, raffle and 
competitions was a resounding success despite 
the blustery fen weather!

In fact the usual fly-over by one of the RAF’s 
WW2 aircraft had to be cancelled because of 
the inclement conditions.

As President of the 363 Motor Cycle Club Mark 
Robinson said after the event: ‘A massive thank 
you to all who attended Crowning Around Bike 
Show braving the freakish weather! Massive 
thanks also to all of the club, the club friends and 
helpers, and to the staff at the Crown – for all your 
hard work, well done and thank you.

Massive thanks also to Alan King of Eastern 
Build and Joinery, Beynur and Cindy Kaptan of 
Beynur’s Tattoo Studio Littleport for your massive 
donations. And thanks all of you who sponsored 
and donated to us.

Without you all the show would be nothing. President 363MCC Mark Robinson
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As the weather brightens up and the sunshine starts brightening our weeks, we 
welcome the longer, brighter nights and the opportunity to enjoy summer days and 
nights in the garden.

When powering up your BBQ’s and putting out the garden furniture for the summer 
season, be sure to take note of our top tips to ensure you have a fun and safe summer 
in the garden.

■  �If cooking outdoors, 
always check BBQs 
over after winter 
storage. Keep them 
on level ground and 
ensure they are sited 
away from sheds, 
fences, overhanging 
foliage and property.

■  �Keep children and 
garden games 
well away from the 
cooking area and 
never leave the 
barbecue unattended.

■  �If you have a bonfire, 
build it well away 
from buildings, tents 
or other flammable 
objects and make 
sure it is properly out 
when you leave.

■  �When out in the countryside, extinguish cigarettes properly and dispose of them 
responsibly – never throw a lit cigarette into a field or wooded area.

■  �Don’t forget to stay safe around our county’s waterways and if you see someone in 
trouble in water, call 999 immediately with clear details of your location.

■  �When out camping or using a tent, never use candles inside or nearby and always 
discourage smoking nearby. Never cook inside a tent.

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to  
www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram,  
YouTube and Facebook or call 01480 444500

SUMMER FIRE SAFETY TIPS
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Parkruns have now become such a 
phenomenon that the whole world 
and their dog are taking part every 

Saturday morning just to experience that  
‘get fit fix’ and Littleport is part of that  
global phenomena.

Such a regular event does encourage that 
community spirit of togetherness, fun and 
feel good factor.  If you turn up regularly 
and meet the many Parkrunners, walkers, 
babies being pushed in buggies by their 
parents, children and many happy doggie 
companions on a regular basis, you do 
get to find out more about the people who 
turn up, and it seems that everyone really 
has a story to tell.  I’ve met some amazing 
powerhouse athletes from the likes of Ely 
based runners who include Lisa Redman 
(Long), Lauren Thomas, Justin Smith, 
Amanda Murfitt, James Lee, Ashleigh 
Blackman-Doyle, to name but a few, who 
are likened to those battery operated toy 
bunny rabbits in the Duracell adverts, 
who never stop running. These doughty 
Parkrunners just constantly rack up the 
mileage be it 5k, 10k, half marathons, 
marathons, tri marathons and win sack fulls 
of medals. Then there are those who are just 
happy to arrive every early Saturday morning 
who love the challenge of completing a 
5k circuit and comparing times with fellow 
Parkrunners and walkers afterwards. 

And you never know who you are sharing  
a Parkrun with and the brave stories they 
have to tell.

Cathy Gibb-de Swarte tells us some heart-warming 
human-interest stories from the weekly Littleport 
Parkrun and how some are running the Littleport 
10k for the MS charity on July 28!

Every Saturday, Henry Wright would turn up 
to Littleport Parkrun and week after week 
his times would improve and he was getting 
healthier, fitter and quicker. I didn’t realise 
Henry was taking up running to get fit for this 
year’s London Marathon in memory of his 
young 4 year old son Douglas and raising 
money for CLIC Sargent, the UK’s leading 
cancer charity for children and young people.

“CLIC Sargent was the glue that held us 
together and they were so important to 
our family,” said Henry who wanted to 
do something tough, not just for his son 
Douglas, but also to help with his own 
physical and mental well-being which has 
taken a beating over the past few years. 
And Henry’s training and running various 
distances including Littleport’s Parkrun paid 
off and he finished the London Marathon in 
a punishing time of 6 hours 18.58 minutes 

Then there is another amazing Parkrunner 
Naomi McCombie, an Operations  Director 
at Ely’s Atrium Fitness Centre. Naomi has 
survived bowel cancer back in 2013 and still 
has to have regular check-ups as well as 
taking part in a clinical trial. Always a cheery 
soul she loves a challenge, especially when 
it comes to local Parkruns, and already 
boasts 19 under her belt, and has even 
achieved a New Personal Best of 31.15 in 
March of this year.

Littleport resident Ann Schofield is a 
tenacious Parkrunner who is happy to be 
part of such a healthy activity but admits 

Tail walkers view
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being a MS sufferer does have its drawback. 

“You have your good and bad days which 
can be unpredictable” Ann told Littleport Life.

Ann who was born with a deformed hip  
has been told by her doctor that exercise 
can help and already she has seen signs  
of improvement.

“I never took up running at school because 
I was always the chubby kid so I wasn’t 
built for the sport, but then I was inspired by 
March Parkrunner Lisa Forrest, who inspired 
me to take up Parkrunning and I haven’t 
looked back,” said Ann, who knows she 
is not fast but more the steady pace kind 
of Parkrunner, but she has courageously 
agreed to be part of a MS charity team 
competing in Littleport’s 10k event on 
Sunday July 28th. 

Making up the team is 37 year old local 
refuse collector Jamie Gayfer who is joint 
Manager of Ely City Reserves and has 
played football for both Littleport Town FC 
and Ely City Reserves for 20 years.

 Ex-Littleport Town FC goalkeeper David 
Rollings achieved a good finish in the 
Saucony Cambridge Half Marathon in March 
and successfully ran the 10k last year. 
Ashleigh Blackman-Doyle, a Special Needs 
Teacher in Ely enjoys running since taking 
it up last January. She wanted to challenge 
herself when she reached her 30th birthday 
by running 12 half marathons in 12 months 
winning 30 medals and is on course to 

complete her goal. Ashleigh’s friends are 
Parkrunners Verity Fretwell and Laura Baker. 
Verity who superbly ran and completed the 
London Marathon in 5 hours 00.55 is a 1 
to 1 Teaching Assistant at Littleport Primary 
School, while Laura is also a Teaching 
Assistant at Highfield Ely Academy.  
Both women started running at the same 
time as Ashleigh. 

Amanda Beavis who is getting into her 
running stride agreed to run the Littleport 10k 
again having accomplished it last year and 
in terrible torrential rain and blustery wind. 
Amanda’s young son Stanley will also be part 
of the MS team running for his Nanna in the 
fun run at 10 am. Clare Andrews became the 
9th member and admitted that she hasn’t 
run a 10k before, but looking at her excellent 
Parkrun results and getting into her stride, her 
team mates will be there willing her and Ann 
over the finishing line.

Bob Bragger, Group Co-ordinator/Chair of 
the Cambridge & District MS Society Group 
told Littleport Life that the Society purely 
survive on donations only and are indebted 
to a local lady whose husband is a MS 
sufferer and who raised over £800.00 on 
her birthday. And on June 22nd they will be 
holding their first ever MS Motorcycle Show 
with Harley Davidson donating a leather 
jacket to auction, plus people donating to 
enjoy a ride on a motorbike.

Sigma Embroidery are donating 5 running 
caps for the participants.

Henry Wright with his 
London Marathon 
medal

David Murfitt briefs 1st time 
Parkrunners by the bike shelter

L-R David Marshall, Ashleigh 
Blackman-Doyle, Laura Baker,  
Cathy Gibb-de Swarte
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Since starting the MS Society exercise 
class at Littleport Leisure 12 months 
ago, the number of people registered 

to join us has grown to 16.

The session starts with chair-based 
exercises and progresses to using 
equipment such as motomed machines, 
balance bars, boxing gloves and with the 
help of volunteers Mike and Pauline together 
with our instructor Adam, we assist people 
that use wheelchairs and walking aids on to 
spin bikes, something that they would never 
have thought they’d do!  

We usually all then adjourn to the café 
afterwards to put back the calories that have 
been burnt off…  

The staff at Littleport Leisure together with 
the local community support our group 

The MS Society and 
Littleport Leisure

L to R:  Ann Schofield, Bob Bragger and Ruth Bragger in the cafe at Littleport Leisure after a 
Saturday Parkrun

really well. And we have organised ceramic 
tile workshops for the disabled, taken part 
in quiz nights and been the recipient of the 
bowls club charity days.

Cathy Gibb-de Swarte and Ann Schofield 
are currently raising a team to take part for 
us in the 10k run on July 28th. 

This support means a great deal to us so 
we are very happy to organise the first MS 
Society Motorcycle Show as part of the 
Littleport Leisure Open Day on June 22nd 
where the Harley Davidson group, Fastec 
Racing and the Spinney Abbey Monk & 
Disorderly Cider are all supporting us! So 
bring the family down for a fun day out.

Bob Bragger  
Cambridge & District MS Society Group.
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A simple way of explaining some great Littleport & Ely 
Timebank statistics - all members should be really proud that 

you contribute to its success.

Phil Robinson a member of Timebank says: “And these numbers 
do not include all of the trips out and about by groups of friends 
that have met through Timebank Since I signed up my life has 
changed, so much for the better. A quantity I find incalculable.”

TIMEBANK TOP FACTS
LITTLEPORT AND ELY

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 43



Husband and wife Mike and 
Diane Philbey received the 
Bar to the Silver Acorn and 30 

years’ Chief Scout’s Service Award 
respectively for their work supporting 
young people and adults in the 
Scouting movement. “I didn’t expect 
it, to be honest” says Mike. “It was in 
recognition of the new sections we 
have opened here in Littleport.” There 
are now two groups per age group - 
the second Beaver Colony opened in 
2017, the second Cub Pack in 2018, 
and a second Scout Troop started up 
earlier this year. 

for eight years, but his involvement 
with Scouting goes all the way 
back to 1967 when he was a Cub 
Scout himself. Since then he has 
held various roles, including being a 
Scout Leader in London and then in 
Littleport when the family moved to 
the village in 1994. 
Diane had been a Guide when she was 
growing up, and then joined Scouting 
as a Cub Scout Leader after seeing 
the enjoyment Mike got out of helping 
the young people and taking part in 
activities such as camping. “I thought, 
if you can’t beat them, join them!” she 
says. She has held various positions 
with the youngest of the Scouting 
sections - Beaver Scouts - from 
leading a group in Littleport through 
to more senior positions within the Ely 
District and Cambridgeshire County 
sections of Scouting, and is now the 
Assistant County Commissioner for 
Beaver Scouts. 
The pair received their awards  
during the St George’s Day parade, 
which took place at Ely Cathedral  
on Saturday 20 April. Diane says:  
“It was a wonderful ceremony and  
I feel honoured to have been involved 
with such a great global movement  
for so long.”

Littleport 
Scouts Group
Going above and beyond the call of duty!
Two Littleport residents have received awards for their services to young 
people in the Scout Movement

“As the Group Scout Leader I get the 
award but it really is down to work  
of my brilliant leadership team who 
run these groups every week,”  
he adds, modestly.
Mike has been Group Scout Leader - 
ie the person in charge - at Littleport 
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Mike and Diane’s sons grew up in 
Scouting, and one is now a Beaver 
Scout Leader in Ely. Offering 
opportunities to experience the great 
outdoors and learn new skills is what 
motivates Mike and Diane to keep on 
volunteering. “Plus, I still really enjoy 
it,” says Mike. “I love the camping and 
showing kids new things such as 
campfire cooking, that many would 
not experience otherwise.”  

“I am so pleased that Mike and 
Di have been recognised for their 
contribution to Scouting. They have 
done so much, not only for the 
children but also for the leaders in 
Littleport and beyond,” says Julie 
Double, one of the Littleport leaders. 
“They both go above and beyond in all 
they do.”

Louise Parfitt

Scouting is growing in Littleport. There are two groups for each section 
- Beavers, Cubs and Scouts - providing opportunities to learn new skills, 
get active and have fun for young people aged between 6 and 14. Leaders 
have a great time too - there are opportunities to learn new skills (that look 
good on a CV!), meet other like-minded people, and support our children 
to flourish. If you are interested in finding out more - either about how you 
can get involved or on behalf of a young person in your care - please email 
info@1stlittleportscoutgroup.org.uk
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Welney Wetland Centre
For wetlands, spring and summer 

brings new life. Will you discover 
something new at your local Wetland 

Centre this season?

With a successful spring the efforts of 
the busily nesting birds will be rewarded 
with the hatching of their chicks. In early 
summer watch avocet, lapwing, redshank 
and common tern chicks as they become 
more adventurous, feeding in the shallow 
water. Ducklings and cygnets will be 
following their parents around the pools 
and ditches, sometimes catching a lift on 
the backs of mum or dad. Whilst in the 
hides, look up to see swallows and house 
martins swooping in, feeding their growing 
young. On the feeders at the Visitor Centre 
juvenile sparrows, goldfinches and reed 
buntings are fed by their attentive parents.  

Through the spring and summer months 
it’s not just birds that can be seen from the 
hides as the Washes are home to around 
600 cows. Their munching habits help 
manage the vegetation, creating perfect 
tussocky patches for nesting and feeding 
birds. As the cows head down to the 
water’s edge to drink, watch their hooves 
squelch the mud. These poached areas are 

ideal for feeding waders and their young. 
Look out for the reserve team riding trial 
bikes through the Washes, as they carry 
out their daily count of the cows.

Whilst enjoying the summer sunshine, 
why not venture along the Summer Walk, 
through the Washes to the River Delph? 
Listen for the songs of warblers, like the 
unmistakable chiffchaff and Cetti’s warbler 
as they proclaim their territories. Being out 
on the Washes really gives you a sense of 
the wide open landscape and allows you to 
enjoy the peace and tranquillity. 

During the summer season the Washes 
burst into colour, with bright wildflowers 
such as great willow herb, flowering rush 
and marsh woundwort. Butterflies, bees 
and other insects will also be in abundance, 
nectaring on the profusion of wildflowers. 
Why not see how many butterflies you 
can spot and take part in the Big Butterfly 
Count (Fri 19 July to Sun 11 August)? 

Warmer days increase your chances of 
seeing dragonflies and damselflies on the 
wing; June to August is the height of their 
activity. Up to 21 species have been recorded 
on site. Be on the lookout for larger hawker 
dragonflies patrolling the paths and ditches, 

Yellow wagtail – Kim Tarsey
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darters perched on branches soaking up the 
sun, as well as the dainty blue damselflies 
skimming over the water. 

Want to know what is living under the water 
surface? With all the equipment available at 
our two platforms, try your hand at some 
pond dipping. With each sweep of the net 
you may discover damselfly nymphs, pond 
skaters, ramshorn snails or even a water 
scorpion. With lots to learn, at weekends 
and select days during spring and summer 
holidays guides are on hand to help you 
with identifying those trickier critters.	

Discover the nocturnal life on the reserve 
during our popular Bat and Barn Owl 

evenings. As the sun sets, barn owls hunt 
over the wetland meadows. Bats emerge 
to feed, sometimes flying right over your 
heads. Pipistrelle, noctule and daubenton’s 
are just some of the eight bat species to 
watch and listen out for as we head out 
along the paths. We return to the Centre to 
see moths fluttering around the light traps; 
from large, colourful hawk moths to tiny 
micro moths, smaller than your finger nail. 
For all details about events throughout the 
period go to our What’s On page at www.
wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/welney/ 

__________________________________

Photos credit: WWT

Four spotted chaser – Kim Tarsey Yellow loosestrife bee – Georgette Taylor
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At TNS you can find the products 
you need, at a business that’s 
local to you.
Walk behind lawn mowers are in store, set up and ready to go, from quality 
brands such as Stihl and Stiga, to give your lawn that perfect finish.

After you’ve mown the grass you can give it some TLC with After Cut 
products, plus grass seed and lawn feed and weed to ensure you have a 
lawn to be proud of.

FloPro watering accessories, Resolva, to tackle the weeds, plus Kent & 
Stowe and Draper hand tools are all available to finish off the look.

There’s even great value composts – pop along to take advantage of the 
amazing offer of 3 Westland 70 litre Multipurpose compost bags for only 
£12. This fantastic offer is still running, owing to popular demand.

All of this under one roof and experts on hand to answer your questions 
on machinery, plus our carry to car service, means you don’t need to go 
anywhere else. 

You can’t rely on the weather but you can rely on quality products and good 
customer care at TNS.

Thurlow Nunn Standen Ltd

Your local branch is Wisbech Road, Littleport.  
Call in today, phone on 01353 863038 or click www.tnsgroup.co.uk
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There are some amazing local 
youngsters in Littleport. Take 20-year 
old Christie Hart. Christie didn’t have 

the best of starts in life when at the age of 
17 months she was diagnosed with spinal 
sclerosis. She underwent operation after 
operation even having a metal rod fused into 
her spine. Having overcome all that Christie 
who has been drawing from the age of 7, 
has now created an amazing portfolio of her 
tattoo designs and wants to start her own 
tattoo business in the near future.

“When Christie was old enough she got a 
tattoo, but she just didn’t want anyone’s design. She wanted her own design, and 
now she sports all of her own bar one on her body,” said proud Mum Carmen. 
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Centre back Will Rolls is part of the 
Littleport Town FC team that finished 
4th narrowly missing promotion in 

the 2018/19 season. A key figure in the side 
that stepped up to the plate to keep the club 
going after some personnel difficulties at its 
start with some 1st team players leaving, he 
is now called up for international duty.

Impressing the England Deaf International 
Team Football Manager, Dean Humphrey, 
at a cup game between Peterborough 
Deaf and Fulham Deaf, Will was selected 
for the team playing in the 2019 European 
Championship held in Crete from June 2-16.

Finishing in the top 2 of the 4 groups 
participating qualifies Will, who has 4 Caps, 
and his team, for the World Cup in South 
Korea! Will’s group is England, Ukraine, 
France and Sweden. 

Will’s memorable first international match was 
a 3-1 win played against the British Army.

Will has also played against a Celebrity X1 
for a charity.

Littleport Town FC’s 
Will Rolls Picked for 
International Duty!

The England Deaf 
International Football 
Team is self-funded. 
They get no financial 
support from 
government sources 
or national governing body… This puts a 
lot of pressure on the players and coaches 
before they even start playing a game! 

The squad train together once a month at 
various venues around the country requiring 
them to find the money for transport, 
accommodation and all other related 
expenses. Then as Will points out, there 
are more and more friendly matches in the 
growing fixture list too. This should be a 
happy circumstance unencumbered by 
worries about funding!

Will says: ”My experiences have been 
fantastic so far! Representing my country 
means so much to me. I want to make my 
country proud and bring the trophy home!”

Cathy Gibb-de Swarte

Will Rolls of Littleport 
and England

England Deaf International Football Team
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Getting Fit at Littleport Leisure
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Littleport Life is looking for someone to join our family 
of volunteers to help on the committee as secretary.  
Outlined here is what that position actually entails. 
The role of the Secretary is to support the Chair in ensuring the smooth functioning of 
the Management Committee. The Secretary’s tasks include:

ENSURING RESPONSIBLE ADMINISTRATION 

1.  �To prepare agendas in consultation with the Chair (and chief officer). 

2.  To circulate agendas and any supporting papers in good time. 

3.  To receive agenda items from other committee members. 

4. To check that a quorum is present. 

5.  To minute meetings and circulate the draft minutes to all committee members. 

6.  To ensure that the Chair signs the minutes once they have been approved.

7.  To check that committee members and staff have carried out action(s) agreed. 

8.  �To circulate agendas and minutes of the annual general meeting (AGM) and any 
special or extraordinary general meetings. 

9. To ensure up-to-date records are kept of committee membership.

MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEETINGS

10.  �To ensure arrangements for meetings are met (booking the room, arranging  
for equipment and refreshments, organising facilities for those with special 
needs, etc).

OTHER DUTIES 

11.  To sit on appraisal, recruitment and disciplinary panels as required.

QUALITIES AND SKILLS REQUIRED 

12.  Organisational ability. 

13.  Experience of committee work and procedures.

14.  Minute-taking experience 

15.  Good communication and interpersonal skills. 

16.  Impartiality, fairness and the ability to respect confidences. 

17.  Approachable and sensitive to the feelings of others. 

18.  Well organised and an eye for detail. 

19.  Ability to work well with the Chair. 

20.  Good time-keeping.

TIME COMMITMENT:  The role of Secretary requires an estimated commitment of 
about 2 hours per month. 

If you are interested and want to find out more, please contact us via the 
email addresses on page 2. 
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Littleport’s  Maureen Fresco relates

The Story of FENPROBE
Now a member of the Talking Newspaper Federation

The story began in the mid 70’s. 
Tony May, then a young man living 
in Stretham with his family with a 

good job as an inspector at Marshals Airport 
in Cambridge, gradually began to lose his 
sight. Finally in the late 70’s his sight went 
completely and he became registered blind. 
There are many hardships to be faced living 
with blindness but one he didn’t reckon on 
was not being able to pick up the Ely Standard, 
and read it. Tony could keep up with national 
news on radio and tv, but the local news had 
to be read to him by his wife Carol. As he sat 
listening one day, he had his eureka moment.
Ely and Village news on tape so that he and 
others could listen to it at their leisure. He also 
wanted the news to be entirely free. 
Tony had always been technically minded - 
to the end of his life, he relied heavily on his 
computer and the internet. Sadly he died later, 
but left a lasting legacy. Talking News as they 
became called were in their infancy at this 
time and Tony had arrived at the idea quite 
independently.
Nowadays, nearly every community has its 
own Talking News Service, and we have a 
national charity organisation, The Talking News 
Federation, to which nearly all TN’s are affiliated 
and which provide much information and 
advice on setting up, technical help and so on. 
Back then Tony was on his own. Tony and Carol 
could not afford to start the service themselves 
- so he enlisted the help of local organisations, 
shops, public houses and the press. Wherever 
he felt money could be raised, bottles appeared 

Harry and Maureen Fresco with recording equipment 
that had to be stored at their home

on counters everywhere in the district. The first 
bottle filled, and then broken was on the bar 
of Tony’s local the Red Lion at Stretham. The 
District Manager of Watneys officiated and with 
the contents of the bottle and donations received 
during the evening raised £203 enough to buy 
several tape recorders and tapes.
Volunteers from Campaign Amateur Theatre In 
Ely were recruited and at Christmas 1978 the 
very first tape went out to a dozen registered 
blind. The tape started with a message from the 
Mayor followed by excerpts from the news, read 
by founder members of Fenprobe all sounding 
very professional.

 Photos overleaf - the story continues on page 56
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FENPROBE Celebrated 40 years
Photos by Ely Mayor Michael Rouse

Ely Standard editor John Elworthy covers the story!
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Town Crier Avril Hayter-Smith and her Bellman, husband Graham at the celebration

L-R Chair Bill Pickess Secretary Janet Smith President 
Richard Hobbs
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In the early days the tape came out monthly 
and contained a mixture of news, general 
interest items and interviews. After a year or 
two, Fenprobe went over to tapes consisting 
entirely of news, not just snippets, but full 
items from the Ely Standard. The Ely Standard 
had yet to come on the scene. This was 
recorded fortnightly, plus a magazine tape of 
local interest every month.
However Tony May’s ambition was for his 
listeners to enjoy a full 60 minute news tape 
every week, and in the early 90’s we finally 
realised this goal.
Since then Fenprobe has produced a 
60-minute news tape 51 out of 52 weeks 
each year. We charitably give our volunteers 
Christmas week off!
36 years after the first pub bottle was opened 
in Stretham, Fenprobe, a registered charity, 
sends a weekly news recording to around 50 
people who are blind and partially sighted, 
living mostly in Ely and surrounding villages. 
I say mostly because when our listeners move 
out of the district, they quite often ask for the 
tapes to be sent to their new address. Some of 
our tapes have even gone to the USA!
We have 6 teams who record in rotation. Prior 
to 2010 five teams recorded on a Thursday 
afternoon and the 6th team recorded on a 
Friday night by volunteers who are at work 
during the week but still like to be the part of 
the service. 
We all read in the evening now which will be 
explained later. On Thursday morning, the 
Group Editor buys 2 copies each of the Ely 
Standard and Ely Weekly. He or she then cuts 
out news items and re-arranges them on A4 
paper to make it easier to read and gets rid of 
the problem of paper rustling! Some items are 
re-edited to make them shorter, but if a court 
case is reported, then it has to be read in its 

entirety for legal reasons. We must not forget 
to put in all the gory and sensational bits 
either! In the early day editors tended to leave 
those bits out, as if blind people needed to be 
sheltered - they soon put us right. Mostly it all 
goes smoothly, but I well remember a couple 
of times when the edited news did not arrive 
and two of us were cutting and pasting as the 
readers read. Don’t panic! Don’t panic! Time 
is of the essence you see. Thursday evening at 
5 pm sharp, the crew assembles, usually 3 or 
4 readers and a recording technician. Reading 
the news takes about 1½ hours and then the 
memory master stick has to be copied. In the 
old cassette days, the whole process took at 
least 2 ½ hours.
The team works as a production line. The 
memory sticks are quickly tested on a player 
and put into wallets, into postal sacks and 
finally taken to the post office for next day 
posting.
For many years each of our teams recorded 
in their own homes, so we had to have 7 sets 
of recording equipment one for each team 
and one for the Magazine Editor. This meant 
we could not afford to invest in the quality 
equipment our service deserved. 
Copying was done in volunteers houses and 
for many years my husband and I had to 
put up with a row of fast copiers and piles 
of cassettes on our top landing (see photo) 
But in our 20 years we made the transition 
to a well-designed studio, were able to invest 
in one high quality set of equipment for 
the production and processing of our news 
tapes. The Cambridge Housing Society made 
premises at Bedford House, St Mary’s Street, 
Ely, available at a small rent.
Brian Gowler who was registered blind and his 
wife Annie were the essential back room staff in 
the studio, sorting the wallets and maintaining 
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the listener register, and making a clean set of 
cassettes and wallets ready for the next week’s 
production. Sadly Brian has now died, and we 
cannot thank him and his wife enough for all 
the work they did for so many years.
All this is a far cry from the birth of Fenprobe. 
Money was very hard to come by, and when 
Janet Smith our Secretary and I joined in 1981 
we were very often down to small change, 
even on one day a match box.
The Treasurer for many years was Henry 
Howell and we used to joke about his 
stinginess, but he always remembered the day 
of the match box and made sure Fenprobe 
became financially secure.
We are also very thankful to our past President 
Maurice Hobbs who during his term as Mayor, 
made us his charity, which gave us financial 
stability, and raised our profile immeasurably. 
His son Richard Hobbs is now our President.
Donations from Ely Lions, Ely and Littleport 
Rotary Clubs, Soham Pumpkin Fair, Radio 
Cambridgeshire, The Outlaws and many 
other organisations, as well as the ECDC, City 
of Ely Council and many personal donations 
have helped to keep this free service going for 
almost 40 years.
Perhaps the most creative and rewarding 
feature Fenprobe produces is the magazine 
tape. We have had many talented editors over 
the years, then a period without one.
Four years ago, Linda Franklin, our listener 
representative on the committee, who is 
herself registered blind, started to make a 
magazine. She, and Peter Wilkinson, produced 
a bi-monthly magazine of interview and travel 
features which has revived interest.
Reporting for the magazine is like radio 
reporting, description is all. Our listeners 
cannot see, and we are their eyes. You cannot 

say, “Here is a wonderful float” you need to say 
why it appears wonderful. 
Switching on the Christmas lights. My 
husband Harry and Janet recorded with rain 
pouring down their arms and necks on one 
occasion. They were real drowned rats. Then 
they had to spruce up and get to the Beet Club 
to receive a donation!
Ely Hospital Sunday Parade was a real 
favourite and Mary Howell, our first 
chairperson reported with enthusiasm. 
Maundy Thursday 1987 was recorded by 
Ron Barber. Many of you will remember Ron, 
he was the voice of the Littleport Show, and a 
wonderful commentator.
Many of our listeners particularly enjoyed 
nature talks. One of our founder members 
Harold Coleman lived in Littleport. Although 
blind, he made many bird song tapes and 
enjoyed doing interviews for the magazine.
Who are our listeners, and how do we 
get them? Some come when they are first 
registered as blind. We used to receive regular 
information from the Visual Impairment Team 
in Cambridge, who work alongside Camsite, 
The Cambridge TN. However, thanks to the 
data protection act, this information is not 
freely available, so a good proportion came 
from other listeners or chance meeting with 
sighted people who know of our service e.g. 
hospital drivers, vigilant and informed carers, 
nurses or relatives who have seen leaflets in 
the library or doctor’s surgery. Contact the 
Fenprobe Secretary: 01353 861153
One of the most repeated compliments we 
get is “Fenprobe is my lifeline, I look forward 
to it every week”. We used to say, “We speak 
to them at their fireside from ours”. This is 
not strictly true now we have a studio, but we 
hope the atmosphere remains the same. The 
dedication of our volunteers certainly does.
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This was a free exhibition - with all pieces 
available to purchase, and of course to 
accept commissions.

The Littleport artists exhibiting were:

John Lyons (paint and sculpture) Magenta 
Kang (textiles) David Kennedy (Paint) Suki 
Hoyle (sculpture) Ian Stevens (leather) 
Fiona Lidgey-Robinson (Mixed media) 
Caroline Forward (paint) Mellymade 
Designs (textiles) Ro Asplin (painting) 
Audrey McFarthing (textiles) Jo Law 
(paper) Barbara Hunt (jewellery) V.A. Hunt 
(paint) Gillian Gibb (textiles) Linda Packer 
(textiles) Lin Bennett (pyrography) Felicity 
Hoyle (ceramics) Megan Stevens (leather 
carving) Jurgen Dorries (furniture maker) 
Stewart Rogers (painting).

The artists taking part and the art-loving 
residents of Littleport give thanks for all the 
help that has been given by a Trustee of the 
Adams Heritage Centre David Porter, and 
Ian Stevens and Curator Jenny Stevens in 
getting this spectacular exhibition mounted.
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May Holiday 
Art Exhibition 
by Littleport 
Artists
The holiday weekend in late May saw 
20 artists all domiciled in Littleport 
showing their work at the Adams 
Heritage Centre in Main Street.

Photographs of Adams Heritage Centre window 
dressed with examples of exhibitors' work 

 taken by Cathy Gibb de Swarte

John Lyons artist at work



Melanie Missin workshops www.mellymadedesigns.com

St Georges Church, Little Thetford CB6 3HD
Friday 26th July 2019 – preview evening, by invitation 
Saturday 27th July 2019 - 10.00 - 17.00 
Sunday 28th July 2019 - 11.00 - 16.00

A journey through the life’s work of textile artist, Melanie 
Missin – from where she started, to her practice today. This 
autobiographical exhibition will chart Melanie’s quest to keep 
textile traditions alive, including works by her mother that were 
her first inspiration, key pieces she has created throughout her 
career and projects she is currently developing.

Melanie Missin has been sewing and crafting for over 
40 years. Over the past 10 years she has been making 
patchwork quilts and has now moved into textile art. Melanie 
runs regular classes and workshops from her studio at 16 
Main Street, Littleport, and also gives talks and workshops to 
local and national groups.

FOCUS ON A LITTLEPORT ARTIST
Melanie Missin-Keating
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SUPPLIERS OF:
Curtains
Blinds
Carpets
Vinyls
Wood Flooring

01353 860849 or 
07721 506539
email: natural@natlin.f9.co.uk 

www.naturalinens.co.uk

WITH 
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

natural 
linens

CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE TODAY

MADE TO 

MEASURE 

CURTAINS 

& BLINDS



Have some spare time? We 
would love you to come 
and volunteer for us!  

There is no such thing as a typical day at Branching Out, you could be helping 
in the garden, or getting involved with one of our many crafts in the workshop 
or even in our charity shop in Littleport. 

What we can offer you… 
• Fun and laughter in abundance 
• A supportive environment 

focused on making sure you get 
out of it what you want 

• Work experience to help boost 
your CV 

 
Why volunteer for Branching Out? This 
is what one of our volunteers said: 

 

“If you have time to give 
and want to do something 
rewarding you will not find 
a more enjoyable fun job 
to do! Be made to feel part 
of a team, learn new skills 

and be inspired by everyone around you! You will smile 
all day long!”  

To volunteer helping people with learning disabilities 

call 01353 863221 

 

 

To volunteer in our Littleport Charity shop call 

01353 863561 
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Tel.: 01353968606 

Manager@BusyBeesLittleport.Org.Uk 

Spaces available for children aged 2-5 
years! 

We offer 15 hours of funding for eligible 2-year olds as well as 
unfunded places for 2-year olds.  

We also offer Universal 15 hours funding for children aged 3 
and above as well as 30 hours funding for eligible children aged 

3 years and above!  

Grange Lane, Littleport-CB6 1HW 

” The staff are 
amazing and very 

helpful” 

” Our daughter has 
excelled since 

starting at Busy Bees 
Pre-school” 

 

*Cooking club   *Gardening Club 

*Ready 4 School programme 

*Multilanguage staff 

 

 

 

 

 



Spend time in nature
at Welney Wetland Centre

Find out more
wwt.org.uk/welney

Relax and connect with wetland 
wildlife at a tranquil time of year
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Call us now...  
01353 930504
24 HOURS 07761 800 465

Call your local 
24 hour locksmith

TRUSTED LOCKSMITHING SERVICES

We can help with...
lock-outs 
non-destructive entry specialist

lock repairs 
we can quickly repair most locks

lock replacements & upgrades 
we offer a free security check and advice to make 
your property more secure

burglary repairs 
we can quickly secure your property, 
and then make lasting repairs

upvc repairs 
we fix upvc windows and doors

garage doors 
we fit, repair and upgrade locks

key cutting 
on-site & while you wait

1 year warranty  
peace of mind with our 12 month 

www.thelockguysltd.co.uk
info@thelockguysltd.co.uk

take a photo 
of this ad on 
your phone, 

you never know 
when you might 

need us!

Soham/Littleport 122x184-6.indd   1 25/04/2019   13:45
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Where your dog is groomed in a gentle, 
safe, caring and stress free environment.

07771259524 or 01353 968037
2 New Road, Littleport Ely, Cambs CB6 1PX

Fully Insured
Pick up and drop 

off available.

Where your dog is groomed in a gentle, 
safe, caring and stress free environment.

07771259524 or 01353 968037
2 New Road, Littleport Ely, Cambs CB6 1PX

Fully Insured
Pick up and drop 

off available.
Fully Insured. Pick up and drop off available.

CBT’s from £100  
at Ely Community College

DAS Training for full bike 
licence also available

Call / Text 07847415390

Email  
r1mmotorbiketraining@hotmail.com

FB message R1M Motorbike and 
Moped Training School

Motorbike and Moped Training
CBT's and Full Bike Licence

Erika’s  
Barbershop
Established 15 years!

7a Main Street 
Littleport, Ely, CB6 1PH

01353 862429
Walk in and wait 

service with a smile
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Thurlow Nunn Standen Ltd

Call us on 01353 863038

Westland Multi
purpose compost
BIG VALUE

70L
£12Buy 3 for

G
S

-1
13

00
00

7

£6.99
PRICES FROM

NO VAT

FloPro
Garden range in store

Non-drip
100% compatible with

other ranges

Open Mon - Fri 7.30am-5pm, Sat 8am-12 noon

Wisbech Road, Littleport, Cambs
CB6 1RA

www.tnsgroup.co.uk

“Leaders in every field”

We stock grass seed, composts, hand tools, Stihl
machinery, Resolva, lawn mowers
and BBQs. Call in to see us today.

at TNS
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07983 856 004
Jewels Nails Forever
jewelsnailsforever@yahoo.com

Get Pampered In The 
Pleasure Of Your 
Own Home.

Services Available:
Acrylic Extensions,
Overlays, Manicures,
Pedicures, Gel Polish,
Nail Art. 
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	 Bathrooms
	 Boiler Installation
	 Kitchens
	 Leaks
	 Boilers Servicing & Maintenance
	 Heating Systems Oil,
 Gas & Electric
	 Renewable Technologies
	 Hot Water Systems
	 General Plumbing
	 Power Flushing
	 Gas Safety Checks
	 Underfloor Heating
	 Landlord Certificates
	 Waste Pipes
	 Electrical Works

	 Rob	Lee:	 07810	805	613
	 Keith	Missin:	 07748	117	394
info@elyplumbingandheating.com

T:	01353	698	059
www.elyplumbingandheating.com

JAMES LEEELECTRICAL LTD.
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

Installations-Maintenance-Repairs
Control and Automation Systems

Inspection and Testing
Industrial-Commercial-Domestic

“Millbank”48 Station Road, Littleport, Cambs CB6 1QF
01353 860310(Answerphone) / 07768145453

james@jle-ely.co.uk
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HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

Painting, 
Decorating & DIY

Phil Rudderham

01353 861033
07719 731434

philtracey1@hotmail.com































ASPIRE

































Office - 01353688073

FURNITURE RESTORER

Veneering, woodturning & carving. 
French polishing a speciality.

LUTHIER
Maker of fine handmade Autoharps.

( Chromatic & Diatonic )
Hammered & Mountain Dulcimers.
Restoration of vintage & antique

stringed instruments.

Tel: 01353 863 442
Mob: 07837 507 425

ALEC ANNESS

Email: alecanness526@gmail.com
Website: www.alecanness.co.uk

70 |��� Littleport Life



www.littleportlife.co.uk | 71



Pub
Dining
Rooms

01353 861677
info@swanontheriver.co.uk
www.swanontheriver.co.uk

Web  www.swanontheriver.co.uk

Phone  01353 861677

Email info@swanontheriver.co.uk

theswanontheriver

@swanontheriver

@swanontheriver

1 Sandhill 
Littleport, Ely 
Cambs CB6 1NT

The Green Room  for weddings, 
family events and business meetings.  
Community use at a special £20 per 
hour rate Mondays to Thursdays
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18 Prickwillow Road, 
Isleham, 

Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, 

CB7 5RG

Telephone: 01353 687 984
Fax: 01353 687 983

24/7 Emergency Mobile: 07768 854 499

Email: info@mitchellandmayle.co.uk

Office hours:
Monday to Friday: 8am – 5pm

24/7 Emergency Service 
(emergency mobile number only)

YOUR LOCAL 
AND RELIABLE

DRAIN SPECIALISTS
Please do not hesitate to get 

in touch to get your:
* Septic tank emptied

* Drains unblocked
* A free quote for a new tank, 
soakaway, manhole covers or 

new pipe work
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Trelander Camping & Caravanning
•  Located just outside of Ely

•  Grass pitches with electric hook up
•  Shower and toilet block

•  Fully equipped static caravan onsite to hire
•  Ideal for family and friends to stay here when they are visiting

•  Open all year

This is a lovely quiet location to sit back and relax.
Situated on the river lark which is ideal to walk along or enjoy some fishing!

01353 687984
Prickwillow Road, Isleham, Cambs, CB7 5RG
www.trelandercampingandcaravanning.co.uk
Find us on Instagram-trelandercampsite and facebook-Trelander Camping & Carvanning

Need a telephone engineer?

• Residential phone faults
• Phone extension installation
• Telephone wiring repair
• �Business systems and data 

cabling

Over 22 years experience (ex BT and Virgin 
Media), reliable and friendly service.

Phone: 01353 860872 or 07884 293102
Email: keith@millrosetelecom.co.uk

www.millrosetelecom.co.uk

               
                  
                               
                                 
                	

                 

																																																																																																																																																																																																																		

																	 	 	

	 	 	

																											

																																																						

! 

																																							

				

	 	

Breed standard & Asian fusion styles

Victoria Harwin
Qualified groomer
Queen Adelaide

07754677154
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ENKAY
FLOORING
     

Suppliers and fitters of quality laminate, 
engineered wood, carpets and vinyl.

Choose in the comfort of your own home. 

Free estimates without obligation. 
Insurance work undertaken.

Telephone/fax: 01353 863836 Mobile: 07774127797
122 Wisbech Road Littleport Cambs CB6 1JJ

E-mail: nigel@enkayflooring.co.uk 
www.enkayflooring.com

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN!
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Extensions & Alterations - Loft Conversions & Conservatories

Fireplaces & MultiFuel Stoves - Garden Makeovers Fencing & Hard Landscaping

Kitchens & Bathrooms - Reinforcement works & Lime Mortar Restoration

Property Modernization & Disabled Access - Commercial Maintenance

Planning, & Building Regulations - Full Design & Build Package

With over 25 years experience in the construction industry,

combined with our approachable prompt friendly service,

why not get a quotation from the construction company that cares.

Call The Local Builders Today

14a Black Horse Drove

Littleport, Ely, Cambs

CB6 1EG

Telephone: 01353 862400

Mobile: 07885848375

Email: dave.silcock@btinternet.com

Extensions & Alterations - Loft Conversions & Conservatories

Fireplaces & MultiFuel Stoves - Garden Makeovers Fencing & Hard Landscaping

Kitchens & Bathrooms - Reinforcement works & Lime Mortar Restoration

Property Modernization & Disabled Access - Commercial Maintenance

Planning, & Building Regulations - Full Design & Build Package

With over 25 years experience in the construction industry,

combined with our approachable prompt friendly service,

why not get a quotation from the construction company that cares.

Call The Local Builders Today

14a Black Horse Drove

Littleport, Ely, Cambs

CB6 1EG

Telephone: 01353 862400

Mobile: 07885848375

Email: dave.silcock@btinternet.com

Extensions & Alterations - Loft Conversions & Conservatories

Fireplaces & MultiFuel Stoves - Garden Makeovers Fencing & Hard Landscaping

Kitchens & Bathrooms - Reinforcement works & Lime Mortar Restoration

Property Modernization & Disabled Access - Commercial Maintenance

Planning, & Building Regulations - Full Design & Build Package

With over 25 years experience in the construction industry,

combined with our approachable prompt friendly service,

why not get a quotation from the construction company that cares.

Call The Local Builders Today

14a Black Horse Drove

Littleport, Ely, Cambs

CB6 1EG

Telephone: 01353 862400

Mobile: 07885848375

Email: dave.silcock@btinternet.com

24 Hour Emergency Call Out Service 
07872 169 428       01353 863534
Call Us For All Your Security Requirements: 

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and Agricultural
Locks and Safes Fitted, Repaired and Opened, Bars and Grills 

Door and Window Repairs,

Cambridgeshire and Beyond.......
paulbarham@btinternet.com

Bargate
Master
Locksmith.co.uk

76 |��� Littleport Life



TIMEBANK
Get help and volunteer. 
A way for people to come together and help each 
other by exchanging knowledge, help and skills.

Want to fi nd out more? 
Call Caline on 07702 517746  or
email caline.easey@chsgroup.org.uk

GARDENING
CV HELP
WEBSITE DESIGN
BOOKKEEPING
BEFRIENDING
YOGA
CROCHET
DOG WALKING
FORM FILLING
MARKETING ADVICE
PAINTING
DIY
BASIC FIRST AID
CYCLE REPAIRS
WASHING
IRONING
LEAFLET DROPS
SHOPPING HELP

Visit my piano website:
animatedpiano.com

for free piano sheet music,
tutorial videos, and more!

Individual tuition
Beginners very welcome

All ages from around 7 to adult
Full preparation for graded exams

...or just learn for fun
Classical, jazz and popular styles

Learn to play... 
  Piano
   Keyboard
     Violin
       Viola

Darrell Richings B.A.(Hons), M.Mus., MISM
01353 860081   07581 219636
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MOT, SERVICE & REPAIR CENTRE
Offering Servicing & Repair to all makes and 
models of Car & Light Commercial Including 
vehicles within Manufacturers Warranty.

• MOT’s

• Servicing

• Clutches

• Cambelts

• Tyres

• Air Conditioning

• Diagnostics

• 4 Wheel Computer
Alignment
 

Unit 16, Woodlands Ind. Est.
141  Wisbech  Road   
Littleport   CB6  1JJ

Loan Car subject to Availability

01353  968203  -  07738  627590 

service@bkdmotors.co.uk - www.bkdmotors.co.uk

Est.2010



For all your plumbing and 
heating requirements

From a dripping tap or boiler breakdown to a 
new bathroom or central heating system

Please call Lee on 0796022238 or email 
LNWPlumbing@gmail.com

Adams Heritage 
Centre, Main Street, 
Littleport
A wide variety of local produce 
available including regular 
Guest Stalls ensuring that 
there will always be something 
worth popping in for.

Quality produce served in a 
traditional shop environment.
A joint initiative between Littleport 
Town Team and The Adams Heritage 
Centre.

For more information please contact Tracey Harding, 
East Cambridgeshire District Council on 01353 662062

Littleport Town Team

Adams Heritage Centre

 Littleport’s
Adams Community Market

The First Saturday of Each Month 
9 am to 1 pm

YOUR VERY CONVENIENT STORE!

See All of the latest deals and 
offers at Costcutter today.

We provide great competitive 
offers on the some of the most 

well-known food and drink 
brands.

www.costcutter.co.uk

1 Main Street Littleport, 
Littleport CB6 1PH 
Tel: 01353 967102

Open 06:30 am - 22:30pm
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For information or to book, contact Stephanie:
Telephone: 07793 815720  

Email: stephanie@horizonsacademy.co.uk

Happy Feet gives your little ones a great first 
taste of ballet and tap, so whether your child 
is a graceful little angel or just loves to make 

noise, Happy Feet is the place to be! 

Classes in Ely, Littleport, Little Downham  
& Witchford (For under 5’s).

“Just the right 
amount of discipline 

and sparkle that 
early years  

ballet  
needs” 

Arran, Ely

Mark A Bennett
Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd

Family Business with 30 years 
Experience 

Energy Efficient Heating System 
Installations

Boiler Servicing
Full Bathroom Refurbishments 

Wetroom Conversions
No job too big or small

Tel: 01353 862054 
Mobile: 07775 832894

	
Mark	A	Bennett	
Plumbing	&	Heating	Services	Ltd	
Family	Business	with	30	years	Experience		
Energy	Efficient	Heating	System	Installations	
Boiler	Servicing	
Full	Bathroom	Refurbishments		
Wetroom	Conversions	
No	job	too	big	or	small	
Tel:	01353	862054		
Mob:	07775	832894		

	
Mark	A	Bennett	
Plumbing	&	Heating	Services	Ltd	
Family	Business	with	30	years	Experience		
Energy	Efficient	Heating	System	Installations	
Boiler	Servicing	
Full	Bathroom	Refurbishments		
Wetroom	Conversions	
No	job	too	big	or	small	
Tel:	01353	862054		
Mob:	07775	832894		
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 Isle Veterinary Group Ltd
West Fen Road, Ely, Cambridgeshire. CB6 2BZ   

Small Animal: 01353 658333    smallanimalislevetgroup@gmail.com

www.islevetgroup.co.uk

Please check our website or find us on Facebook for our latest offers

A personal service & professional 
advice for your household pets

To fit into your busy week we have extended our regular 
opening hours with appointments now available to suit you

Our experienced team of vets continue to offer a 
comprehensive service for your small animal needs

NEW loyalty 
scheme for 
our clients

Large car parking area
The only vets in the Ely and surrounding area to  
offer a 24 hour emergency service using our own  
vets at our own small animal centre
24 hour emergency cover
Fully equipped surgery
Digital X-ray facilities
Isolation facilities
Separate dog and cat waiting areas and wards
Dental theatre
Free nurse clinics for vaccinated pets

Small Animal
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loP ue gh hT & 
Harrow

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK

Quality Home Cooked Food

Weekly Events & Entertainment

Quiz & Pool Competitions

Afternoon Teas

Book Today!
Tel: 01353 863512 

61 Ely Road, Littleport, Ely CB6 1HJ

TUESDAY 
NIGHT KIDS 
EAT FREE

OPENING TIMES FOOD SERVED

MONDAY 11AM – 11PM CLOSED

TUESDAY 11AM – 11PM 12 NOON – 3PM 
5.30PM  – 9PM 
NIGHT – 
KIDS EAT FREE

WEDNESDAY 11AM – 11PM 12 NOON – 3PM 
5.30PM – 9PM

THURSDAY 11 AM – 11PM 2PM – 3PM 
5.30PM – 9PM

FRIDAY 9AM – CLOSE 9AM – 3PM 
5.30PM – 9PM

SATURDAY 9AM – 3PM 5.30PM – 9PM

SUNDAY 12 NOON – 11PM 12 NOON  – 6PM
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NIGEL INGRAM
CARPENTRY AND 

BUILDING SERVICES

Professional affordable service

Free quotations and advice

Telephone:  01353 741025
Mobile:  07719 615248

Wicklow House, 29a Lode Way, 
Haddenham, CB6 3UL

12 St Johns Way 
Downham Market 

PE38 0QQ
01366 381505

Innovation House 
Saxon Business Park 
Littleport CB6 1XX
01353 863883

jurassicbark-online.co.uk

&

Grooming Parlours Instore:       

 Pet Shops At

Nails to Tails      
Bethany 07940 210136 

Littleport 

Greenfields 
Kerry 07749 599908 

Downham Market
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01353  699699 

City and Guilds Level 3 Qualified. 
 

Dogs professionally groomed. 
 

North Fen, 
Little Downham, 

Ely, Cambs, 
CB6 2UG 

Natasha Chambers 

Private Tutoring in Science & Maths

I have over 10 years experience of one to one private tuition.  My 

aim is to provide a studious yet relaxed environment in which to 

provide expert tuition in your home to help you gain maximum 

rewards from your studies.  The subjects and levels I offer are: 

Maths & Physics (KS2, KS3 & GCSE)

Chemistry (KS2, KS3, GCSE & A-level)

Biology (KS2 & KS3)

Available at weekends and evenings

Competitive rates dependent on levels of subjects required

CRB certificate and references available on request

Please contact Paul on 07771 593489 or email Paul@edutech-support.co.uk

AC PROPERTY SERVICES
All DIY and Carpentry Work including  

Patios, Decking, Fencing, Gardening etc.

Tel: 01353 863508  
Mob: 07708 280890

Email: anthony@tonwen.plus.com
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at Lg car sales Ltd

Lg MOTs
MOT  •  Servicing   •  Repairs   •  Sales 

We also supply and fit:

PExhausts    PTyres

PCambelts *    PClutches *

PAir Con Servicing  PTracking

PDiagnostics   PBatteries 

Collection and drop off service available
Loan car available for combined Service & MOT bookings *
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LG Car Sales.pdf   29/8/08   10:08:33
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LG Car Sales.pdf   29/8/08   10:08:33

01353 862999 
service@lgcarsales.co.uk 

www.lgcarsales.co.uk
* loan car subject to availability
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Our Services 

Corporation Tax  

Payroll 

 Limited Companies 

 General Tax Advice 

 Management Accounting 

 EC Sales Lists & Intrastat  

 Research & Development Tax Credits 

 VAT  

 Bookkeeping 

 Construction Industry Scheme 

Forecasting & Business Planning  

 Self-Assessment Tax Returns 

 Interim Support Staff Available 

 

Unit 14B E-Space North - 181 Wisbech Road – Littleport - Ely - Cambs - CB6 1RA 

Contact Us 
Your local friendly and accessible 
accountant.  We at Red Shoes Accounting 
Services are here to help. For more 
information please contact us at: 
 
Telephone: 01353 865368 
 
Email: info@redshoesaccounting.co.uk 
 
Website: www.redshoesaccounting.co.uk 
 

Qualified, Licensed & Fully Insured 

Our service is tailored to your needs and 
can include provision of:

•	� A dedicated accountant and face 
to face meetings

•	� Year-end accounts and all tax  
returns (VAT, PAYE, Corporation 	
Tax and Self Assessment)

•	 End-to-end bookkeeping

•	 Monthly management reports

•	 Online accounting

•	� Payroll services, including auto-		
enrolment

•	� Research and Development tax 		
credits

•	 Financial forecasting & credit 		
	 control

•	� Training & Interim support staff,  
if required
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KIM MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

Qualified Hairstylist

Hairdressing In The Comfort 
Of Your Own Home

Find me on Facebook for 
updates and occasional 

offers

Tel: 07770300199
Gift Vouchers Available


Flowers, balloons and accessories 

for all occasions
Free delivery in Littleport 

Wedding Quotes on request 
Flowersinlittleport.com 

flowersbychloeetc@gmail.com 

01353 863200
Shop open 10 -3 pm Monday to Friday 

2 Ponts Hill, Littleport, Ely, Cambs

ALAN BAKER
General House Maintenance

No job too Small
•	 Kitchen Worktops & Cupboard 

Doors Replaced
•	 Floor & Wall Tiling
•	 Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied/

Fitted
•	 Refurbishment of Windows  

& Doors
•	 Exterior & Interior Decorating
•	 UPVC Guttering & Facias
•	 Garden Fencing & Gates Repaired 

& Fitted

PHONE ALAN ON: 
07957450039
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Tel: 01353 862900
Mob: 07867 793938
Email: info@twelectrical-services.co.uk
Web: twelectrical-services.co.uk

        3 The Brambles

Littleport
Ely

Cambs CB6 1XH
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 The only family owned funeral directors in Ely and Littleport  
 

R. J. PEPPER & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

An independent, family run business  
 
 
 
 

24 Hour Service 
 
 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Floral Tributes 
 

Personalised Pre-paid Funerals on request 
 

A very personal, caring and dignified  
Professional arrangement carried out with  

sympathy and understanding 
 

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals   
 

All enquires welcome 
 

Please contact: 
Richard or Mandy Pepper 

2, Ponts Hill , Littleport 
Ely, Cambs, CB6 1PZ 
Tel: 01353 860400 

 

All enquiries welcome
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Loach & Wade 
(optometrists) 
7 Granby Street, 

Littleport 

01353 862333 

Full eye examinations - 
digital photography included 

 

 
Contact lenses 

Evening appointments on 
request  

Wide range of frames  

Value for money prices 

Friendly & professional service 

NHS vouchers welcomed  

Children under 16 free  
selected frames  

Hours  
9.00 to 12.00 Tuesday to Friday 
2.30 to 5.30 Tuesday 
2.30 to 4.30 Friday 
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Call 01353 809 719 
or visit our website 

www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk 

VISIT THE SHOWROOM:

12 Forehill, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4AF 
Open 6 days a week, 

Monday-Saturday 10am–4pm. Sunday by appointment only.

IMPROVE YOUR

kerb appeal

FROM THIS TO THIS

DOES YOUR HOUSE 
NEED A FACELIFT?

ACHIEVE  
THIS STUNNING  
LOOK FROM AS  

LITTLE AS

PER  
MONTH

£63.77

TRANSFORM 
YOUR HOME 

LIKE THIS 
FROM JUST

PER  
MONTH

£29.63



Glovers Auto Centre
Chettisham Garage

Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs, CB6 1SA
FOR ALL YOUR CAR AND VAN REPAIRS 

DIAGNOSTIC CHECKS, INJECTOR REMOVAL, AIR 
CONDITIONING, TYRES, BATTERIES

SERVICING FROM £69.95 PLUS V.A.T. 
MOT Class 4,5,7 MOTS and Taxi Test

FREE COURTESY VEHICLE AVAILABLE 
(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

	 PHONE: 01353 664234		  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Geoff Glover Van Sales
Call 01353 664234

Chettisham Garage, Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs. CB6 1SA

Excellent selection of stock.  
All vans are sold with 12 month MOT, 

Fully Serviced, 6 Month Warranty.

For full stock list with images and full details visit www.ggvs.co.uk

Practical Car and Van Hire
For Daily, Weekly Hire

CAR, SWB, LWB, LUTONS WITH TAIL LIFT 
TEL: 01353 662700.

www.practical.co.uk
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Littleport Ex-Servicemen's Club
Ponts Hill, Littleport, 01353860378 / 07850183342

FAMILY FRIENDLY CLUB
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME 

OR WHY NOT COME ALONG AS A GUEST BEFORE YOU JOIN?

Aged between 18 and 21? Not a Member? Why not 
take us up on free membership for the first year?  

(Just call in and fill in a membership form)

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS 
NON-MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME ON ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTS

DOMINOES - POOL - SNOOKER - 
JUKE BOX - DARTS - QUIZ NIGHTS 

- BT SPORTS - BEER GARDEN - 
DRINK OFFERS - COCKTAILS 
BINGO EVERY MONDAY AND 

WEDNESDAY
PRIVATE HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE FOR ALL 

YOUR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
AND LOTS OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT LINED UP, 

SEE THE NOTICE BOARD OUTSIDE THE CLUB
FIND US ON FACEBOOK: LITTLEPORT EXSERVICE MENS CLUB 

WEB PAGE: www.littleportexservicemensclub.co.uk 
EMAIL: littleportexservicemensclub@btconnect.com
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Maintenance

Tel: 01353 860083 Mobile: 07775 914840

steve.pike@mypostoffice.co.uk

Decorating - Plastering
& Property Maintenance

All Aerial, Satellite and TV work undertaken. 
CCTV Installations, View cameras from any TV in the house. 

City & Guilds/Confederation of Aerial Industries Qualified Engineer. 
Government Approved Installer.  
20 years Industry Experience. 

Digital approved member, See www.rdi-online.co.uk. 
 

ID. 18266017 

 Mob:  07826 840922 
 Tel:    01353 863922  

 

 AERIAL & TV 
SERVICES LTD 

Mob:	 07826 840922
Tel:	 01353 863922
Email:	bmaerials@talktalk.net
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What’s on in Littleport
LITTLEPORT & DISTRICT FLOWER CLUB 
JUNE 2019 
21/06	 Fri	 Demo ‘More Bloom In Flowers’ By Brenda Tubb	 7pm for 7.30pm

JULY 2019 
19/07	 Fri	 Talk ‘Here And There' By Kath Doggett	 7pm for 7.30pm

LITTLEPORT EX-SERVICEMEN’S CLUB 
JUNE 2019 
01/06	 Sat	 Private Party 
08/06	 Sat	 After Midnight	 8.45pm – Late 
15/06	 Sat	 Private Party 
22/06	 Sat	 Private Party 
29/06	 Sat	 Raven	 8.45pm – Late

JULY 2019 
06/07	 Sat	 T.B.C. 
13/07	 Sat	 T.B.C. 
20/07	 Sat	 Private Party 
27/07	 Sat	 T.B.C.

AUGUST 2019 
03/08	 Sat	 Just Us	 8.45pm – Late 
10/08	 Sat	 Go Johnny Go	 8.45pm – Late 
17/08	 Sat	 T.B.C. 
24/08	 Sat	 T.B.C. 
31/08	 Sat	 T.B.C.

THE CROWN INN PUB 
JUNE 2019 
01/06	 Sat	 John Seatan	 8.30pm - Late 
02/06	 Sun	 Carl Chapman	 3pm – 6pm 
08/06	 Sat	 Dan Star	 8.30pm – Late 
09/06	 Sun	 Goodges Acoustic	 3pm – 6pm 
15/06	 Sat	 Mikki Jons	 8.30pm – Late 
16/06	 Sun	 Brian Spence	 3pm – 6pm 
22/06	 Sat	 Bethan	 8.30pm – Late 
29/06	 Sat	 Greg	 8.30pm – Late 
30/06	 Sun	 Ultimate – Girlband	 3pm – 6pm

JULY 2019 
06/07	 Sat	 Hush	 8.30pm – Late 
07/07	 Sun	 Graham Buxton	 3pm – 6pm 
13/07	 Sat	 Intrigue	 8.30pm – Late 
14/07	 Sun	 Thomas Bainbridge	 3pm – 6pm 
20/07	 Sat	 The Platforms	 8.30pm – Late 
21/07	 Sun	 Carl Chapman	 3pm – 6pm 
27/07	 Sat	 Karaoke	 8.30pm – Late
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AUGUST 2019 
03/08	 Sat	 Glitz	 8.30pm – Late 
10/08	 Sat	 John Seaton	 8.30pm – Late 
11/08	 Sun	 Brian Spence	 3pm – 6pm 
17/08	 Sat	 Rock Out	 8.30pm – Late 
24/08	 Sat	 Ultimate Girlband	 8.30pm – Late 
25/08	 Sun	 Dan Star	 3pm – 6pm 
31/08	 Sat	 Greg	 8.30pm – Late

THE LITTLEPORT SOCIETY 
JUNE 2019	  
04/06	 Tues 	 Paul Howe – Talk about The Birds and the Bees	 7.30pm

JULY 2019 
02/07	 Tues 	 Chris Carr – Boudicca and the Two Empires	 7.30pm

THE PLOUGH & HARROW PUB 
JUNE 2019 
01/06	 Sat	 Elvis Tribute	 9pm 
05/06	 Thurs 	 Bingo	 7.30pm 
08/06	 Sat	 Karaoke	 9pm 
12/06	 Wed	 Quiz Night	 8.30pm 
15/06	 Sat	 Flava Disco	 7.30pm 
22/06	 Sat	 T.B.C. 
26/06	 Wed	 Open Mic Night	 8.30pm 
29/06	 Sat	 Iron Fist Band	 9pm

JULY 2019 
05/07	 Fri	 VT11 Band	 9pm 
10/07	 Wed	 Bingo	 7.30pm 
13/07	 Sat	 Flava Disco	 7.30pm 
17/07	 Wed	 Quiz Night	 8.30pm 
19/07	 Fri	 The Lighwaves Band	 9pm 
20/07	 Sat	 Karaoke	 9pm 
24/07	 Wed	 Open Mic Night	 8.30pm 
27/07	 Sat	 Halo Band	 9pm

AUGUST 2019 
03/08	 Sat	 TNT Band	 9pm 
07/08	 Wed	 Bingo	 7.30pm 
10/08	 Sat	 Karaoke	 9pm 
14/08	 Wed	 Quiz Night	 8.30pm 
17/08	 Sat	 Mr E (Solo Artist)	 9pm 
25/08	 Sun	 Family Disco	 6.30pm 
28/08	 Wed	 Open Mic Night	 8.30pm 
30/08	 Fri	 Graham Buxton (Solo Artist)	 9pm
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WI 
JUNE 2019 
11/06	 Tues 	 Fran Saltmarsh – Here Comes The Bridge	 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
		  Competition – Wedding Photo	

JULY 2019 
09/07 	 Tues 	 Soham Tourism – The Tudors	 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
		  Competition – Holiday Souvenir		

AUGUST 2019 
13/08 	 Tues 	 Harriet Maddox - Sweet Charity	 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
		  Competition – Corsage Or Buttonhole

WWT 
LATE MAY – EARLY JUNE 2019 
Project Godwit Guided Tours 
Join Us To Find Out More About This Incredible Project To Save One Of The Uk’s Rarest 
Waders – An Indoor Presentation With Films Of The Project So Far Then Journey Outside 
To View Chicks From The Class On 2019 In The Rearing Pens.  

SAT 1 JUNE, SAT 6 JULY, FRI 2 AUGUST, SAT 3 AUGUST & SAT 7 SEPTEMBER 2109 
Bats & Barn Owls 
Explore The Reserve By Night.  Join Our Guide To Watch Barn Owls Coming Out To Hunt, 
Use Bat Detectors To Get Insight Into The Lives Of These Incredible Mammals And See 
Which Moths And Other Insects Visit The Light And Scent Stations.  

Times Vary With Dusk, Check Website.  £12 Adults, £5 Children, Booking Essential Via 
The Website.  

SAT 1 & SUN 2 JUNE 2109 
New For This Year – Godwit Festival 
Join Us At The Centre As We Celebrate All Things Black-Tailed Godwit – With Talks From 
The Project Godwit Team, Guides Out In The Hides And Activities For Families.  See 
Website For More Information.  

THURS 25 JULY – TUES 3 SEPTEMBER 2109 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
Wetland Explorers 
Here’s Your Chance To Become An Intrepid Wetland Explorer. 

There Are Loads Of Exciting Challenges Waiting For You This Summer, Including Pond 
Exploring, Bug Hunting And Owl Pellet Dissection. Or Why Not Try Your Hand At Moth 
Identification.  Grab Your Free Log Book And Start Your Expedition. It’s A Wild Day Out 
For The Whole Family Included In Admission.  

LIST OF EVENTS JUNE-SEPT 
For More Details On All These Events Check The Website Or Contact The Centre.   
www.wwt.org.uk/Wetland-Centres/Welney/

For more news of upcoming events, features, competitions and much more go to 
our Facebook page or website www.littleportlife.co.uk
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Useful Contacts
Cambs County Council General Enquiries 03450 455200

Highways Department 03450 455212

Street lighting Balfour Beatty 01954 233322

Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ely Branch 0844 2451292

East Cambs. Main Switchboard 01353 665555

District Council Out of hours emergencies 07710 978900

Report Fly Tipping Mark Mehaffey 01353 665555

Utilities – (Emergencies) Anglian Water 0845 7145145

EDF Energy Electricity 0800 7838838

Transco Gas 0800 111999

Medical N.H.S. Direct 0845 4647

Princess of Wales Hospital 01353 652000

Dentist 0844 3756454

Parish Council
Enquiries, Village Hall hire, 
Allotments

01353 860449

Police Enquiries / non urgent crime 101

Samaritans If you need help 0845 7909090

Schools Littleport Community Primary 01353 860235

Millfield Primary 01353 861612

MEDICAL CENTRE
Contact Details, Opening Hours and Clinics

St George’s Medical Centre is located at Parsons Lane, Littleport, CB6 1JU  
The Surgery telephone number is 01353 864100

Surgeries are by appointment only which can be booked by telephoning, 
attending in person or online (register for online services first). Ring before 10am 

for essential home visits. 

Monday to Friday 8.00am – 12.30pm 1.15pm – 6pm    
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED

For medical emergencies outside of normal surgery hours, call 999, or the 
surgery number 01353 864100 to be put through to the out of hours service.
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