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Littleport Life - your friendly 
community magazine needs you!
Do you want to be part of producing this journal that informs and enhances 
life in Littleport?

Do you have a couple of hours you can spare each month?

Do you have experience of handling figures and budgets? 

If so, you could be the very person we are looking for! 

Yes! Littleport Life is looking for a new treasurer. 

Our present treasurer is stepping down after many years of excellent service 
to your favourite community magazine and so we are 
looking for a new volunteer to step in. 

If you would enjoy being part of the committee of Littleport 
Life and you also enjoy tea and biscuits (supplied at every 
meeting) then we would be very pleased to hear from you!

For more info please contact Chris Hook at  
treasurer@littleportlife.co.uk
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Our theme this autumn is remembrance of all those who  
fought to keep us free in both world wars and how the 
people of Littleport met the severe difficulties in the 

peacetime trauma of Covid 19 with similar determination to not 
be beaten. And just like those bad times of World War 2, we 
look forward to better asap.

We have reports, news and updates from our main village organisations and groups, 
encouraging spiritual messages from three of our Faith groups and information about 
their activities from a fourth, as well as spotlighting a resident or two!

Littleport is the best place to live in whatever your age and we demonstrate that fact 
as we look at just some of the options for recreation and interest enjoyed by the very 
young through to the very old.

Social distancing is observed at its many hostelries  where a pleasant time out can 
be had and the Littleport Ex-Servicemen’s Club has lots to offer from Darts, Pool 
and Snooker to a quiet sit down with friends in the Beer Garden out the back. Their 
information is on page 54.

Speaking of which the Littleport Brass Band Room is situated at the rear of the club 
too and great sounds will be heard coming out of there of a Wednesday evening again 
real soon. You can read about them on page 50.

All the information you need on the newly reopened Littleport Leisure and a look at the 
indoor facilities is on pages 12 to 14. Not least of its attractions is the large grassed 
area, with a safe pathway in its grounds used by so many keen walkers, pushers of 
baby buggies both walking and jogging, parkrun enthusiasts and even roller skaters.

All the shops and services are operational in Littleport’s town centre with everything 
you need from food you buy to take home to cook, including a Lithuanian Deli 
supermarket, restaurants serving Indian cuisine to fish and chips, hostelries for 
refreshment perhaps before or after getting your hair done at one of the hairdressing 
and barbers’ establishments that beautify the girls and ladies as well as any Ely or 
Cambridge hair emporium, a men’s modern style barbers like the Kings in Main Street 
- or like Erika’s Barbershop also in Main Street who cater for both men and women 
who like me fancy a more no nonsense or retro look! 

Supermarket Cheap sells all-sorts of household sundries and the over 100 years old 
Bargain Centre is full of useful garments, gifts and cards, and well-worth a visit. And of 
course if you want an expert tattoo job there’s a parlour waiting for you.

Thanks go to all our loyal advertisers – their advertising revenue keeps Littleport Life 
printed and delivered through your door. So why not use their estimable services and 
keep it local! Check out our Advertisers Directory on page 6.

Have a good harvest season.

Lyn

Welcome
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We have been busy 
delivering food parcels 
and collecting donations.
The generosity of the community is 
amazing. If it were not for that support 
to us at Littleport’s independent food 
bank we would not be able to provide 
for all the extra people who we are 
now supporting. 

We have not been able to work from 
our usual base in St George’s church 
but are hopeful for the future. We miss 
working out of the beautiful building 
and we know many of the people 
who came in for food would often 
sit quietly and on occasion ask if the 
vicar would come and say a prayer 
with them. We have missed sitting in 
the vestry chatting to one another and 

to the people who donate, and those 
who need food. Thanks to modern 
technology we were, and are, still 
able to chat to those who need our 
support. Being able to stay in contact 
is very important. And of course lack of 
food is not the only problem people are 
having to cope with . 

Pets are not forgotten either. We have 
one donor who provides nearly all the 
food we give out to cats and dogs! 

We were not able to visit Whitemoor 
Prison since lockdown but they did not 
forget us. One of the chaplains brought 
their donations over to us.

We look forward to visiting the prison 
again and joining in their Sunday 
service - and to say thank you for their 
kindness.

Susan Green

Reports to our Community
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Peacock’s Meadow:  
a space in the community.

Well my goodness,  
if only I’d got a crystal 
ball for Christmas! Even 

if I had I would never have believed that the events of 
this year would come to pass.

This year has turned us all inside out and upside 
down. And everyone is adjusting to the ‘new-normal.’ 
Like groups everywhere, the Peacocks Meadow 
committee have had to postpone some of our 
plans for 2020. But, thankfully, we live in a brilliantly 
resourceful community here. 

It may sound a strange thing to say, but the ‘lock-
down’ has been a tremendous bonus for the garden. 
With so many families adhering to Government 
guidelines and taking their exercise and walks in their 
own neighbourhood, we have seen a surge in visitors 
to Peacocks Meadow. It has been one of the great 
delights of this strange year to see that many families 
have discovered ‘Littleport’s very own secret garden.’ 
Many of these were first-time visitors. We are also 
delighted to welcome those residents of the Limes 
care home, who take their daily walks in the garden. 

And with more people visiting, more exciting 
developments have occurred. Visitors began to hang 
their own recycled art works in the garden to brighten 
up those daily walks. We are indebted to Joanne Coe 
and her ThePORT youth club artists, for installing 
their beautiful and inventive art pieces in the meadow. 
The fairies have been a great hit! Joanne has also 
created a ‘muddy-play’ kitchen, Ms P. the peacock 
sculpture, photo competitions, and so much more. 
On a visit to the garden you will see all manner of 
lovely creations in the trees. 

And it is not only ‘human’ visitors that have 
benefitted from the meadow. One of our supporters, 
Becky English, has kick-started the creation of our 
community bug-hotel. And I have to relate a personal 
highlight of the summer. One morning I went to do a 
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bit of work, clearing weeds from the newly planted 
trees on the ‘mound’ in Peacocks Meadow. I 
noticed that some of the growth had been trampled 
down. So I took a closer look. I spied a pair of tiny, 
gingery ears - and as I peered more closely, I came 
face-to-face with a tiny muntjac fawn! Our resident 
pair of muntjacs obviously felt that Peacocks 
Meadow was a safe and secure space in which to 
hide their precious baby. Of course, I beat a silent 
and hasty retreat. But I was so delighted that our 
wild creatures also regarded the garden as a special 
sanctuary.

We are (as ever) indebted to Andy Coe and his 
young team of volunteers, for mowing the garden 
regularly. This is helping to eradicate the brambles 
and nettles and keep the pathways clear. Thanks 
also go to Stuart Palmer of Fenland Spirit Services 
for keeping our mowing machines in trim. 

So, it seems that (in this year of strange happenings) 
our community has really taken the garden to its 
heart. Our volunteers work very hard to maintain 
Peacocks Meadow as a safe and welcoming green 
space for all to enjoy. We ask visitors to report any 
issues to the committee, by messaging us via the 
Peacocks Meadow Facebook page. 

Peacocks Meadow is Littleport’s only woodland 
garden. It is also the only green space managed 
and maintained by the community. 

We need more proactive volunteers for our 
committee. If you would like to become involved 
in shaping the future of the garden, fundraising or 
organising community events, we’d love to hear 
from you! If committees aren’t your thing you can 
still get involved. We hold regular work parties 
throughout the year. All are welcome and we often 
have entire families getting ‘down and dirty’ with us. 
It’s a great way to get some fresh air and exercise, 
and of course, to meet new friends. You can do as 
little or as much as suits you. And you’ll have the 
satisfaction of helping to create a beautiful green 
space for future generations. 

To find out more about how you can get involved 
please contact: t.c.curtis@tinternet.com. Or send a 
message via the Peacocks Meadow Facebook page.
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Littleport and District Flower Club

It is a sad fact that the Summer has 
gone and we have not been able to 
meet at our usual venue of Littleport 

Village Hall for our monthly meetings of 
flowers and friendship, so many wonderful 
Demonstrators have had to be cancelled 
and this August we should have been 
looking forward to a Saturday Workshop 
with the wonderful Barbara Collins, who is 
the incoming Chair of the East of England 
Area of NAFAS, this would have been such 
fun but we know that the decision that  
was made was the correct one to cancel 
until 2020.

Things are beginning to change but when 
we will be back to 'the normal' is a long 
way off, we are keeping a close eye on 
how things are progressing within NAFAS 

but at the present time all advice from 
Headquarters is the same. We will be 
putting out a Newsletter to all our members 
later in August, which will either be emailed 
or posted to you so that we can keep you 
all up to date.  Some of our members live in 
other Districts so we must keep them up to 
date with everything also and we thought 
this would be the best way of doing this.

So to everyone out there, enjoy the Autumn 
and by the time of the Winter Edition of 
Littleport Life we may have better news to 
give to you all.

Please do not hesitate to contact our 
Chair Carol Weyman on 01353 360289 or 
Secretary Sue Constable on 01353 861012 
for any information on the Club.

Pam Hayes. Programme Secretary.

Gill McGregor was our Open Evening Demonstrator in December 2019 and in this photograph she 
is shown with one of her very different arrangements, it was such a different Demonstration which 
everyone enjoyed and the wonderful buffet beforehand supplied by the Committee and members,  
and what a personality Gill had. The second photo is from our AGM in 2019 when Louise Richards 
handed over the Badge of Office of the President to Susan Taylor. Susan was so looking forward to her 
term as President, but unfortunately everything changed after this meeting and lockdown happened.
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE 
LITTLEPORT SOCIETY

Since March The Littleport Society has 
been unable, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic to hold any open 

meetings, or committee meetings, and the 
Archive & Collection at the Barn has also 
remained closed. However, the Society has 
continued to function. We have continued 
to produce our quarterly magazine, keep 
our website and Facebook page updated, 
fulfil book orders, and answer enquiries, 
and we are pleased to announce a new 
2021 Then & Now Calendar will be 
available soon. 

In fact since lockdown the number of 
enquiries through our website regarding 
family or local history has increased, and 
some of the family history queries have given 
our genealogical team some real challenges. 
One of the local history queries regarded the 
old Police Station in the High Street, which 
many older residents will well remember. 

The Isle of Ely Constabulary was established 
in 1841. Two constables were stationed in 
houses in Littleport, and there was an old 
lock-up on the west side corner of Globe 
Lane and Wellington Street, to house 
offenders awaiting to go to court at Ely. The 
lock-up fell into disrepair and prisoners were 
regularly breaking out, so it was decided 
to establish a Police Station in High Street 
in 1871. The station contained a house for 

a resident constable, later a 
sergeant, and two cells. The station survived 
until 1964 when it was replace by the 
present building, now private dwellings.

The Society has also continued to receive 
donations of items to the Archive & 
Collection, and also purchase interesting 
items when they come up for sale. One 
item recently purchased at an on-line 
auction was the bronze Gallantry Medal 
awarded to Edward Cooper in 1878.

Edward Cooper was born in Littleport 
in 1848, the son of Thomas Cooper, a 
blacksmith, and his wife Sarah. Edward 
joined the Royal Navy as a Stoker 2nd Class 
in February 1868. Later he was employed 
as a Boatman in the Coast Guard from 
December 1877 and was one of five men 
of H.M. Coast Guard, of Aberdovey, Milford 
Haven, who assisted in rescuing the crews 
of the smack Lerry, of Aberdovey, and the 
coaster,  Elizabeth Ann, of Cardigan, when 
both vessels were in distress during a storm, 
near Godwick, on the 8th November 1878. 
The Chief officer was awarded a silver Board 
of Trade Medal Medal, whilst the remainder 
were awarded bronze medals. Edward 
Cooper was Shore Pensioned in July 1884. 

The Littleport Society can be contacted 
through our website, just Google The 
Littleport Society, and we should be top  
of the list. 

The Police Station as it was Edward Cooper's Bravery Medal!     
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Littleport Leisure re-opened its doors 
on Saturday 1st August and it was 
so pleasing to welcome so many 

members back to the Gym. The Bar and 
Café area have not re-opened which means 
we can focus all of our attention on the Gym 
and Sports Hall users. If you are one of the 
many people who are wary about returning 
to exercise then we hope that the following 
guidelines will reassure you that we are 
doing all that we can to make your return a 
safe and comfortable one. 

Our new opening hours are: 
Monday to Friday 10am to 10pm 
Saturdays 9am to 8pm 
Sundays 9am to 1pm

At present, you are required to make an 
appointment for your time in the Gym 
and we are allowing 1 hour per person, 
although where possible we will allow up to 

2 hours. You are also required to book for 
any classes. Booking in advance for both 
Gym sessions and classes is necessary 
and payment will be required upon 
booking. We have moved some of our 
equipment into the Dance Studio, which 
means that we now have three spacious 
areas where you can enjoy your workout 
in a safe environment. We also have the 
terrace area for those of you who like to 
exercise in the fresh air.

Other points to note are;
•	� We now have a one-way system in the 

Main Gym to help keep users safe at  
all times.

•	� The changing rooms are not currently 
open, this is in line with the government 
recommendations. Please ensure that 
you arrive wearing your appropriate 
sportswear.

LITTLEPORT LEISURE GOES 
LIVE AND ACTIVE AGAIN

Adam Gayfer takes a shot of the Littleport Leisure reception area
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•	� We have made changes to our class 
timetable so that we can offer as many 
classes as possible whilst meeting the 
government guidelines. The classes 
which are currently on offer are: 

	 Circuits  
	 Thursday 7:00pm to 8:00pm
	 Beginners Circuits  
	 Thursday 6:15pm to 7:00pm 
	 Saturday 3:30pm to 4:15pm
	 Pilates 
	 Monday 7:00pm to 8:00pm
	 Yoga 
	 Tuesday 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
	 Friday 10:30am to 11:30am
	 Hiit 
	 Tuesday 5:30pm to 6:00pm 
	 Wednesday 6:00pm to 6:30pm
	 Boot Camp 
	 Friday 10:30am to 11:15am

	� Please be patient with us as classes are 
constantly under review and changes 
made accordingly.

• �Payment is preferred by card/contactless 
as we would like to limit the amount of 
cash handling where possible. We want 
our staff to feel safe and so disposable 
gloves will be worn when handling cash.

• �When you arrive for your appointment you 
are required to complete the government’s 
test and trace form. We need to maintain 
cleanliness throughout and so to enhance 
the high standards that we already adhere 
to, you are issued with your own sanitiser 
and cloth to keep with you whilst using 
the Gym. We ask that you clean down 
the equipment before and after each 
exercise. This includes the wiping down 
of exercise mats, weight machines and all 
free weights. We also have members of 

Fitness room and view to the reception hall Littleport Leisure

Room with a view! Weights at Littleport Leisure
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Skating Started 
Again in August!

Saturday morning skating started 
again on the 15th August. Pictured are 
happy skaters returning to the Saturday 
morning sessions organised by top 
artistic roller coach Brian Paddington. 
Brian is with the Ely Roller Skating Club 
that promotes and encourages Artistic 
Roller Skating and Roller Hockey in Ely, 
Littleport and the surrounding areas.

Camel Road, Littleport, Ely, 
Cambs CB6 1EW

www.littleportleisure.uk - 
reception@littleportleisure.uk

01353 373800

Registered Charity No 1147008

staff helping to maintain the cleanliness of 
all areas. There will be hand gel available 
to you as you enter the Leisure Centre 
and again before you enter and exit each 
room. We ask that you maintain social 
distancing at all times and respect all 
other users.

• �We have introduced maximum numbers 
for each training area, they are:

	 Main Gym – 15 people 
	 Dance Studio – 10 people 
	 Fitness Studio – 4 people

If you would like to visit our Facebook page 
‘Littleport Leisure Centre’ you can view 
a video that we filmed prior to opening. It 
guides you through our new procedures 
and is very informative.

If you have any questions regarding 
Littleport Leisure and the facilities we 
currently offer please email  
finance@littleportleisure.uk  
or call Reception on 01353 373800

Mallory Pearce Keira Clifferd
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Becky Smith, Chair of The Littleport 
Players reports that due to recent 
worldwide events all theatre groups 

including our much-loved The Littleport 
Players have had to take an enforced rest!

Resting of course is what those in the acting 
profession call not having any work.

The Players have performed two or three 
shows a year for 27 years so to be halted, 
by albeit necessary rules and regulations in 
an attempt to keep the population safe, has, 
as Becky Smith said, “Came as a massive 
shock and saddened us. Our summer musical 
HAIRSPRAY was cancelled, and we are still 
uncertain about the pantomime this December.

However, we have still been busy behind the 
scenes providing our audiences with upbeat 
‘lip-sync’ virtual videos, reading pantomime 
scripts and putting procedures into place for 
the all-important social distancing rules and 
regs.  We've enjoyed doing the virtual videos 
that has been something completely different 
for us, but it's still us doing what we do best 
or try to,” Becky added modestly. 

The Littleport Players Will Be 
Back Real Soon! 

Megan Bidecant best known to Littleport’s 
theatre goers for her acting, singing and 
dancing skills is the techno wizard behind 
the excellent social media presentations! 
And she tells us, “I edit and post pictures, 
create events and videos for our Facebook 
and Instagram that are our main platforms. 
Generally trying to keep the community up 
to date with what we are doing, whether 
that’s performances, auditions, rehearsals or 
social events.”

Chelsea Booth, the popular comic actor 
often paired with Becky Smith in pantos as 
the modern-day equivalent of the Brokers 
Men, is paired with Megan in arranging 
social outings and gatherings for the cast 
and crew. 

And in conclusion the multi-talented actor, 
producer, director and choreographer  
Becky Smith said, “We literally can't wait  
to be back performing the next show  
and we will be updating you soon once  
we have received the guidance from the  
Government. In the meantime, please  
keep following us on Facebook under  
The Littleport Players or get in touch via 
email - rebekahgreen2016@outlook.com  
if you think you can help us in anyway.”

Lyn Gibb-de Swarte

Some of The Littleport Players crew on screen
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I don’t know if any of you remember 
the Sure Start programme?  It was a 
government funded initiative targeted 

at children under the age of four, living in 
the most disadvantaged areas. The aim 
of the programme was to provide a host 
of joined up services to support families, 
as well as to provide a high-quality 
educational setting which children under 
the age of four could attend. These 
settings were aimed at being cognitively 
enabling or cognitively rich environments 
which would support children’s cognitive 
development from a very early age.  
So, there would be great play 
opportunities, lots of play resources 
and well-funded outside environments 
with an array of exciting equipment that 
children play with, in or on.

Learning Matters…

These environments were staffed with 
professionals and were rich in words, 
whether this was the spoken word, 
environmental print or books. This meant 
that children attending these Sure Start 
centres were being exposed to a rich 
and extensive vocabulary. 

Why the focus on vocabulary? It is well 
understood that vocabulary development 
is a strong indicator of reading success, 
which in turn is a strong predictor 
of academic success, which in turn 
strongly correlates with personal and 
professional success in later life. The role 
of parents and the home is crucial to this 
development. Studies show that children 
mainly use words their parents and other 
adults use with them in conversation and 

David Barker says: “Feed a Brain Today!”
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acquire richer vocabularies when their 
parents use a greater range of words. 

Not every child has the same exposure 
to vocabulary, some live in vocabulary 
enriched environments which are 
characterised by lots of talk, social 
interactions and lots of exposure to books. 
Others are exposed to much less talk, 
fewer social activities and fewer books. The 
differences between vocabulary acquisition 
of vocabulary impoverished environments 
and vocabulary rich environments are 
stark; research has shown that by the 
age of four, children from vocabulary 
impoverished environments are likely to 
have been exposed to around 13 million 
words, whereas those from environments 
with an abundance of words are likely to 
have been exposed to around 45 million 
words by the same age. By the age of four!

Hence the focus, amongst other things, 
upon vocabulary for the Sure Start 
programme. 

What is also interesting about the 
Sure Start programme, was that the 
programme had a real positive impact 
upon families, children, and their 
educational outcomes, at the time they 
were attending the Sure Start centre. 
The research also shows that this impact 
dwindled over time and weakened 
significantly. 

We shouldn’t be surprised, and as the 
education guru David Didau (https://
learningspy.co.uk) has commented, we 
should see intelligence/learning a little like 
health. If we want to be healthy, we might 
stop eating junk food, we might go to the 
gym, take to walking and so on. And this 
will help us to be healthier, but, if, once we 
have got to this healthier state, we then 
went back to eating junk food, and not 
exercising, no-one would be surprised 

if we ended up being unhealthy again. 
Intelligence and learning is like this, when 
the education stops so does the learning. 
We know schools are restarting and that 
formal learning is beginning again, after 
what has been a very long absence.  
I know all are looking forward to this 
restart. However, as we can see, not 
all important learning takes place in the 
school. Whether schools are open, or 
whether schools are closed, we can all 
play our part in providing an educative 
experience for learners of all ages. 

How can you do this? The best way, 
really and truly, is to keep exposing 
your child to an ever increasingly rich 
vocabulary; encourage them to read 
perhaps have a reading hour at home, 
visit the library, turn off the tablet/
computer/TV/phone, hear stories 
being read (there are some great ones 
available on YouTube) read aloud to 
them yourself, have a ‘word of the day’ 
(www.wordsmith.org) eat family dinners 
together if you can and talk, play board 
games together - Scrabble anyone?

Vocabulary development relies upon 
social interaction, so social activities are 
key. This advice is advice for all ages, 
you are never to young nor too old. 

It really is worth it. I like to think of every 
word as being a new idea, a new concept 
if you like, and when a new word is learnt 
a new neuron is born to house it, and 
that neuron reaches out to other neurons, 
making connections to theirs, which in 
turn makes more connections and so on. 
Words are brain food.

We know that vocabulary development is 
the difference that makes the difference. 

Feed a brain today! 

David Barker
www.littleportlife.co.uk | 17



Littleport Community  
Primary School News

“No, I’m sorry but you can’t take books 
out of the library” and “remember to 
keep 2 metres apart” are two phrases no 
teacher used on a regular basis before 
March 2020 but they have certainly 
been uttered by many teachers up and 
down the country since. ‘New norms’ is 
another expression I am sure many of 
us have used in recent times too and at 
Littleport Community Primary School we 
are well underway with our plans for a full 
reopening of schools come September, 
which include a vast number of ‘new 
norms’. New routines and expectations 
have been well established with the 
children who attended our setting during 
lockdown, as well as our wider re-opening 
in June, and we are looking forward to 
welcoming more back in September when 
the government feel that it is the right time 
to do so. I continue to be amazed at how 
adaptive and resilient the children of our 
school have been to the changes in their 
schooling routine and as the academic 

year drew to an end I reflected on the 
exceptional work staff across the whole 
school undertook in response to the 
COVID outbreak. In many cases, staff had 
to learn how to adapt their practice to suit 
a new way of working. Even when we had 
all available staff planning, resourcing, 
teaching and assessing learning activities 
for the increasing number of children 
attending school in-person within their 
‘bubble’  they went beyond the call of 
duty to make sure children learning from 
home still felt connected with us. This 
included arranging Zoom calls with their 
classmates, making safe and well checks 
where children had not engaged with 
the school, answering questions sent in 
via email regarding learning activities set, 
creating instructional videos, recording 
stories and filming virtual assemblies! 
Below is a snapshot of our engagement 
with our school community at home  
via social media during these 
unprecedented times:

Headteacher of Littleport Community Primary 
School and Director of East Cambs and Fenland 
Research School, Adam Rivett, brings you up to 
date on his school’s activities.
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A huge thank you goes out again to 
the parents and carers who have done 
such a tremendous job supporting with 
learning activities at home. I appreciate 
how challenging this may have been at 
times. I also know that the efforts of the 
school were very much appreciated and 
we were grateful for all of the feedback 
we received from our school community, 
including:

step for them all to take. Seven weeks ago 
the children entered into school unsure 
of what school life would be. Within a 
week of being back, I started to see them 
relax. They have thrived from being back 
with their friends and the security of their 
learning environment. This small group of 
ten children have made me feel so proud, 
from how much they have progressed with 
their learning to how happy and relaxed 
they have been.

Ms Rabelo (Forest School Lead) 
During the wider re-opening of schools, 
children have been attending Forest 
School sessions. During the sessions 
children have continued to run, play, 
get their hands dirty and experience 
manageable risks, all while adhering to 
new rules and expectations. They have 
been involved in different activities such 
as; woodland crafts, singing and games.

In the midst of all of these challenges, 
one magical moment came when a 
young squirrel decided to break the 
social distancing guidance and got up 
close and personal with our groups in 
the forest!

I am pleased 
you did the assemblies 

during lockdown (especially 
singing) on YouTube as it made 

my child still feel part of the school. I 
especially liked the Zoom meetings as 

it’s pretty much the only time my 
child has seen other children 

in 4 months.

The 
school has 

approached the COVID-19 
pandemic with care and attention. 
I think that the way the school has 

dealt with this is amazing and the fact 
that on my child’s first day back he 
came out of the class smiling and 
really enjoyed his day shows how 

well the situation has been 
managed.

Some staff leading the bubbles within 
school also wanted to share their 
experiences:

Ms O’Dell (EYFS bubble) 
Throughout this very daunting time for 
both parents and children, I would just like 
to start by saying, how truly amazing the 
children in my EYFS bubble have been. 
Coming back into school during such 
strange times, after being locked down 
24/7 with their families has been a big 
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There is a lot to look forward to as the 
new academic year begins in September 
and we cannot wait to have a ‘COVID 
safe’, bustling school community again. 
At Littleport Community Primary School, 
we will be ensuring that due care and 
attention is given to prioritising the mental 
health and well-being of those returning 
to us. Some children will not have 
attended school for six months and we 
realise that this can present a challenge. 
We know that there is a lot of work to do 

as part of ‘curriculum recovery’, however, 
as a Research School, we feel well 
equipped to support our children as well 
as the network of schools we serve. 

The resourcefulness and range of 
responsibilities taken on by teachers 
and school leaders during the pandemic 
has been inspiring and we will be here in 
September to inspire young minds as we 
always do each and every year to help 
them to ‘spread their wings and fly’.
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Millfield 
School

Millfield Nursery update

This has been such an exciting venture 
for the School and local community. Our 
Nursery opened on September 11th and 
I have to say has been an absolute joy 
from day 1. 

The Nursery staff made home visits prior 
to the children starting and parents and 
children were invited for taster sessions 
before their ‘proper’ start date. This 
enabled parents and staff to get to know 

each other and for children to become 
familiar with the setting, so easing any 
anxieties…for parents perhaps more than 
for the children! 

The children have settled amazingly and 
I know parents have been delighted, 
and perhaps relieved, that their children 
just love coming! We chose to have 
an optional ‘uniform’ of a polo shirt 
and sweatshirt/cardigan which are the 
reverse of our main school colours and 
it’s so interesting to see that, over time, 
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As I write this piece, the school 
year has finished and staff are on 
the last of their two professional 

days before their summer break begins. 
I have just taken a moment to read back 
through the last edition of the Littleport 
Life and I see Rev’d Howard opened his 
article with the hope that by the time we 
are reading it, the lockdown will have 
ended…well ‘ended’ it hasn’t, but things 
are different now. I can’t quite believe 
that vocabulary such as ‘lockdown, 
‘social distancing’ and ‘bubbles’ (within 
the context of schools) have become 
part of our everyday vocabulary.

Our children and parents have been 
amazing! I can’t imagine what it must 
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The Nursery staff made home visits prior 
to the children starting and parents and 
children were invited for taster sessions 
before their ‘proper’ start date. This 
enabled parents and staff to get to know 

each other and for children to become 
familiar with the setting, so easing any 
anxieties…for parents perhaps more than 
for the children! 

The children have settled amazingly and 
I know parents have been delighted, 
and perhaps relieved, that their children 
just love coming! We chose to have 
an optional ‘uniform’ of a polo shirt 
and sweatshirt/cardigan which are the 
reverse of our main school colours and 
it’s so interesting to see that, over time, 
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have been like for parents who found 
themselves having to work from home 
whilst also supporting their children with 
home learning, what a challenge and 
for such a long time! Parents have been 
giving their children some wonderful 
opportunities whether engaging with 
the learning set by school, or gardening, 
cooking, going for walks and bike rides, 
making models, the list is endless. As 
lockdown was beginning to ease, we 
welcomed back our Year 1 children and 
then Year 6 during the last week of the 
term; along with our groups of children of 
critical workers, it meant we had about a 
third of our children back in school. Their 
resilience was amazing and they took 
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all the changes in their stride. When I 
asked the Year 6 children if they had been 
worried about coming back to school,  
I was imagining it would be about 
catching Covid…. but not at all!  
Any concerns they had were about  
their friends deciding to remain at home,  
so they then wouldn’t see them in  
school! I think that puts a good 
perspective on things.

This summer we say good-bye to  
Ms Rudkin, who has been with us for the 
first 2 years of her teaching career.  
She is a super teacher and it has been 
a joy working with her. We wish her 
well as she relocates back to her home 
county to be nearer family and friends. 
In September we welcome Ms Blythe 
as a reception teacher, Ms Newman to 
teach in key stage 2, Ms Clough to be 
our specialist music teacher and Ms 
Sampson as our Family Support Adviser. 
They will join us as we all return to the 
more ‘normal’ schooling that we all prefer 
and love, albeit with a few adjustments.

I have included some photos of children 
doing a range of lovely things which 
don’t seem very different from the sorts 
of things that children have always done.

Deborah Hannaford 
Headteacher 
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Lions Club of Littleport
Your News Report from  
Genevieve Battey

As we have been living through a 
summer of uncertainty it is good 
to see how all the international 

networks of Lions Clubs have been coming 
together to help our local communities. 
Lions clubs have been funding food banks 
and providing support all around the 
world. We have been funding our local 
food bank. Also, recently we have started 
doing quizzes as well as games on Zoom 
to raise money for charity. As lock down 
has been easing we have endeavoured to 
have socially distanced meet ups within 
government guidelines. We have been 
urging everyone to be kind and adhere to 
government rules so we can all return to 
normal quickly. It is inspiring to watch all the 
Lions Clubs come together to support their 
communities in these challenging times. 

I would like to congratulate Lion Jenny Ellis 

for being given an award by the Lions Club 
of Littleport for recruiting new members. 
Jenny is a wonderful member of our club 
who continues to make everyone feel 
welcome. She always goes the extra mile to 
help the community too. During Christmas 
she was an absolute star when we visited 
Anchor Court in Littleport before Christmas 
to sing festive songs and share tea and 
cake with the residents. During a brief 
visit to the Norfolk Broads recently I was 
reminded of the importance of Lions Clubs, 
where I spotted a social club and charity 
shop set up for the community of Wroxham 
by the Lions Club. Lions Club for me is an 
organisation which is open to all to help 
the community. Please do get in touch if 
we can help the community during these 
challenging times, our e-mail is  
lionscluboflittleport@gmail.com.
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It’s really strange to be writing this  
piece for Littleport Life on behalf of  
St George’s. As many of you will know 

already, Howard has moved to a new job 
and new challenges in the diocese  
of Oxford. 

We are so thankful for everything Howard 
helped to establish here in Littleport, 
creating links with so many individuals, 
groups and organisations and we are 
determined that this will continue.  
St George’s has a strong Ministry team 
who will continue to serve you in the best 
ways we can. 

We have started the recruitment process 
for a new vicar, although this is likely to 
be a fairly long process and we don’t 
expect to welcome a new incumbent 
until after Christmas, possibly next Spring 
being the most realistic time frame.

Meanwhile we are still open for business- 
through the lockdown we have offered a 
range of support groups and activities for 
anyone who wishes to join in via zoom. 
Our website and Facebook page have 
enabled us to maintain contact with 
friends old, and new, which has been 
fantastic. Since the lockdown has eased, 
we have been open for individual prayer 
3 times a week, and for Sunday worship 
at 10am. We have held Messy Church in 
the churchyard.

We are experiencing strange times and 
who knows what is to come in the next 
few months. We are having to be flexible 
and creative in our approach to worship 
and service, and this will continue for 
the foreseeable future. Expect to see a 
number of pop-up events and activities 

around the town, as outdoor activities 
seem to be the best option at the 
moment, particularly for family events.  
All our activities are carefully risk 
assessed against government and 
Church of England guidelines. We are 
very aware that Christmas is our next 
significant celebration and we know that 
things will look very different this year.

We have been challenged, just as 
everyone globally has been challenged: 
we have had to rethink our priorities, and 
we have had to focus our energies on the 
fundamentals of our faith, and adapt. In 
this we have a perfect example to follow. 
When Jesus began his ministry he caused 
much unrest amongst the “traditionalists” 
and senior faith leaders as he questioned 
the way things were done, and why. 
Jesus wanted to shake things up and 
make people think about what it means to 
love and serve God. He summed it up in 
this way: “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, mind and strength” and “Love 
your neighbour as yourself”.

That is exactly how we approach our 
faith now, and will continue to do so as 
we serve God in this community.

If you need to contact us, please go to 
the website or to our face book page, 
and submit your enquiry. Also keep an 
eye on the notice boards as they also 
contain up to date information.

In the meantime, we pray that God will 
care for you, comfort you and keep you 
and your loved ones safe.

With every blessing, 
Sue Dulgarn and Paul Cooper, 
Churchwardens

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH
Reflection for Littleport Life
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St John’s Methodist Church
High Street, Littleport

Sunday Services 
	 Morning:	 10.45am – weekly 
	 Evening:	6.30pm – 2nd Sunday of each month

Coffee Mornings  
9.30-11.30am on the first Saturday of each month	

Minister: Rev. Catherine Dixon (01353 662426)

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals by arrangement
http://www.elyandnewmarketmethodists.org.uk/littleport 

Alive in Christ...... Worship,  
Mission and Service

The Vine Community Church 
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Vine Community Church 

When the last Littleport Life was 
being published, churches were 
writing their articles back in 

March. At this time, we were at the start 
of the lockdown when churches had to 
close. With their buildings shut, churches 
had to quickly adapt and provide new 
ways to enable believers to continue to 
worship and fellowship with each other. 
Most of this adaptation took place through 
the use of the Internet with online services 
premiering on Sundays, fellowship and 
prayer meetings continuing via Zoom 
and some incredible worship sessions 
happening within musicians’ homes 
through the aid of modern technology. The 
best example of this was when churches of 
all denominations from across the UK came 
together to sing a blessing over our nation. 
If you haven’t seen this then I encourage 
you to look up ‘UK Blessing’ on YouTube.

At the Vine we were fortunate enough to 
have a team of willing and able volunteers 
who could use technology to allow us to 
share our service online. As one of the 

people involved in this, I admit enjoying 
learning new skills in iMovie to add special 
effects to enhance our children's church 
sessions. At the Vine we chose to host a 
pre-recorded family service each week, 
which was uploaded to YouTube or watched 
by DVD for those who were not yet online. In 
the service we continued to have someone 
lead, then others sing/play from their home, 
someone to pray, our children’s worker then 
provided some teaching for the children 
and finally we ended with someone else 
giving the message. Each week we tried to 
alternate between different people within the 
congregation, so in the end we had many 
different individuals from the church involved, 
including the children from our church who 
often read from the bible and prayed or 
acted out parts in our children's teaching. 
We did this to allow our church family to 
see each other. In this respect, though this 
time has meant we are separated physically 
from each other, we are in new ways being 
brought back together through our shared 
experience online.
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Where can we get our inspiration from for daily living?
I've been in Littleport three years now, and 
the rooks in the trees a couple of streets 
away have been my constant companions 
through the day and through the seasons. 
What a season this last one has been. 

We have all had our own thoughts during 
lockdown, and not a few challenges. One 
morning, as soon as I woke up, a few 
words and phrases came to me that I 
turned into a sonnet. Here it is.

Look at the Birds by Ian Silk

You stake your lofty claim in giant trees - 
A colony of heaven made of sticks! 
But what if comes more than a gentle breeze? 
Is this location really safe for chicks?
Your social distance is my inspiration 
While soaring far above this covid virus; 
Your parliament will always be in session - 
Your wheeling dealing cawing corvid chorus.
I want to fly away! Lord, give me wings! 
But you say Stay, remain aloft, Be Still. 
So then, dear Lord, give me the heart that sings; 
Help me to do your good and perfect will.

My child, Look at the birds, observe their style; 
Your heavenly Father feeds them all the while.

LL Ed's apology to Ian for mistakes printed in our last issue.  
Please note the play on the word corvid and covid! Corvid is the family Latin name for crows, 
rooks, ravens... 

The service also changed the way we 
personally experienced church as a family. 
Pre-covid we would be separated from 
our children in the Sunday Service as they 
went into their children's sessions whilst 
we stayed in the main service. Now we sit 
together on a Sunday morning and share 
the service together.

From July onwards we were permitted 
to meet together again, but as a church 
we chose to do this differently to how 
we did pre-covid. With a number in our 
congregation vulnerable to the virus, we 
decided to continue our weekly online 
service, but with the addition of having 
small house churches within our members’ 
gardens. Interestingly this house church 
model was how the churches began back 

in the 1st century around the eastern 
Mediterranean and Jerusalem. So ironically 
we now have this mix of old practices 
and new technology allowing us to meet 
together in this unusual time.

Though we have been able to adapt in 
these difficult times, what we are currently 
experiencing is in some ways (technology) 
a poor substitute for the real thing and our 
hearts yearn for the time when we can 
meet again safely - young and old and 
praise God together in worship. Even Jesus 
needed the companionship of his disciples 
in his darkest times. To find out more about 
our church, please visit our website at 
VineCCL.org.uk where you can also see 
archived links to our Sunday Services.

Mark Hodgkinson

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 27



Greetings Littleport!

I was inspired recently to watch an old 
favourite TV show again from the early 
2000s, “The West Wing” where Martin 

Sheen plays a very fair, balanced and 
passionate US president, however for 
a time he sat very much in the middle 
ground not wanting to rock the boat, as 
opposed to fighting for what he believed. 
In one episode Sheen’s character was 
told a parable about Gods assistance.

The parable is this; A faithful man was 
stuck on his rooftop in a flood. He was 
praying to God for help. Soon a man 
in a rowboat came by and the fellow 
shouted to the man on the roof, "Jump 
in, I can save you." The stranded fellow 
shouted back, "No, it's OK, I'm praying 
to God and he is going to save me." The 
rowboat went on.

Then a motorboat came by. "The fellow 
in the motorboat shouted, "Jump in, I 
can save you." To this, the stranded man 
said, "No thanks, I'm praying to God and 
he is going to save me. I have faith." The 
motorboat went on.

Finally, a helicopter came by and the 
pilot shouted down, "Grab this rope 
and I will lift you to safety." To this, the 
stranded man again replied, "No thanks, 
I'm praying to God and he is going to 
save me. I have faith." The helicopter 
reluctantly flew away.

Soon the water rose above the rooftop 
and the man drowned. He went to 
Heaven. He finally got his chance to 
discuss this whole situation with God, 
at which point he exclaimed, "I had faith 
in you, but you didn't save me, you 

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISTS  
IN LITTLEPORT

let me drown. I don't 
understand why!"

To this God replied, "I sent you a rowboat 
and a motorboat and a helicopter, what 
exactly was it you were waiting for?"

This is particularly important to 
Spiritualism; our Principle of ‘Personal 
Responsibility’ is emphatically defined by 
this, in that if we can help ourselves, or 
an option for aid is available, we should 
take it.

Just like Sheen’s character, Jed Bartlet, 
we all get stuck in the middle ground 
from time to time, because it is easier,  
we do not wish to offend, or we are afraid 
if we put our heads above the parapet we 
will be attacked by those who disagree. 
We have the signs in front of us every day 
that we should act, but do we?

In the end, who does it help to remain 
silent? What will change, what good  
will come from silence, or subservience, 
or fear?

As Spiritualists’ we get to contact those 
that have gone before us to the afterlife, 
can hear wisdom and guidance and 
proof of this. We ask for guidance and 
direction, we get it, but all to often find 
ourselves stunted in sharing that which 
we learn because we are seen as fakes, 
entertainers, not to be taken seriously, 
or because we may be challenging 
established thought or views, that by 
offering alternatives may cause us 
difficulty. We end up in the middle ground.

This can cause great pain for some, 
pushing them deep into the ‘under-
ground’ if we do not stand up for our 
belief and convictions.
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As a minister, I have read my bible 
from cover to cover many times. We 
are told by some that it should not be 
questioned, taken literally or word for 
word. There is a big problem with this. 
Hebrew and Greek from thousands of 
years ago do not always translate into 
English (or other languages) very well.

There are so many examples of this that 
cause pain to those who are impacted 
by them. The point is, we should always 
look rationally and with an eye to the fact 
that not only are the words not always 
easy to translate, but the mindset and 
understanding of humanity as a whole 
are very different in our world now, 
compared with those of the world which 
committed words handed down from 
that time by voice to paper, often many 
years after the fact.

But one example of this, often used in the 
negative tones may be of help, in that it 
attempted to prevent the same issues it is 
now used to protect. Revelation 22:18. 

‘I testify and warn everyone who hears 
the words of the prophecy of this book  
if anyone adds to them, God will add  
to him the plagues which are written in 
this book.’ 

“Takes away from or distorts, the words 
of this book.” Change these words?  
Translate them? So that the original 
meaning is more closely understood 
by being read in the original languages 
used? The bible is a guide to living the 
way we should, therefore if these words 
are translated and that translation has 
errors with colloquial terms that never 
translate well, even in modern language, 
we will not be living the way we are 
supposed to? All this, plus if anyone 
has added or taken away over the last 
number of hundreds of years if we do  
not know about it, how do we fix it?

There lies the rub. We have been given 
eyes to see, ears to listen, hearts that 
make us compassionate and feel, we 
are constantly guided by the world of 
Spirit whether we know it or not, so that 
if something feels wrong, we should 
question it, learn more, understand 
and live free and well, at peace with 
our neighbours, not punishing them for 
having a different face, view, or belief.

Ultimately, we are made in the image 
of God, not our physical appearance, 
not by the shape of our body, gender 
or colour, not even the bipedal life form, 
but by the form of the soul, the light and 
spark that runs through us and makes us 
that which we are. Alive.

Inspiration and revelation happen every 
day, in a smile, a kind word, friendship 
support and trust in each other. We are 
all each other’s Rowboat, Motorboat and 
Helicopter, sent to represent the hand of 
the Great Spirit in each other’s lives. 

We here in this home of ours are no 
strangers to challenging established 
views, following our hearts, and standing 
up for what we believe to be right.  
We would not look back at the Littleport 
Riots as we do if not. But as our 
guidance and wisdom from the world  
of Spirit teach us, we grow in our ability 
to challenge. As the prose poem written 
by American Max Ehrmann, Desiderata, 
says, ‘Speak your truth quietly and 
clearly; and listen to others, even to the 
dull and the ignorant; they too have  
their story.” 

In short, be polite, but never shy away 
from being or standing up for yourself.

May God bless each and all, and may 
His light guide us away from being stuck 
in a silent middle ground.

The Rt Rev Nick Brown
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Lianne Stephenson is 
not only a busy full 
time Mum, but she also 

runs her own handmade 
craft business, and is an 
independent Usborne Books at 
Home Organiser for children 
and young people’s publisher 
Usborne Books. And two 

days of the week she is in Ely 
helping at her mum’s very 
popular Lemon Tree Deli Cafe.

And when the lockdown 
began Lianne also started 
fundraising for the NHS from 
sales of crocheted rainbows 
and hand creams and lip 
balms.

Lianne also mentioned that 
her young son Samuel had 
taken part in a sponsored 
read/listen event raising 
money for charity too. 

Lianne runs a stall selling 
children’s books and craft 
stuff outside her house from 
9.30 am to 5 pm and hopes 
to continue this throughout 
winter, otherwise it will be a 
virtual winter fair which will 
allow everyone to purchase 
some goodies for Christmas.

And as this live-wire lady 
says: “I know you’re all going 
to hate me for this, but to 
be able to give you all that 
personal touch, I need time 
to get creative! So if you are 
looking for Christmas gifts 
please have your orders in by 
1st November and your 50% 
deposit, then the final amount 
to be paid upon collection of 
local delivery in Littleport.  
I can post to anywhere in the 
UK for just £4.00.”

If you want to find out more 
about Lianne’s craft goods 
just log on to her Facebook 
page ‘Handmade by Lianne’ 
and for book orders message 
her on Facebook page 
‘Stephenson’s Books’ – a 
good use of social media.

Cathy Gibb-de Swarte

Lianne Stephenson is one of 
Littleport’s Extra-Busy Mums

Lianne Stephenson 

Book Box from Stephensons Books Tea cosies by Lianne
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Ex-Services or Civilians who 
Support the Aims of the Royal 
British Legion are Welcome to 
Join us!  
Says President of the RBL Littleport 
Garth McGowen
I begin this issue with a plea to any 
retired service persons living in Littleport. 
If you are not a member of the Royal 
British Legion please consider joining! 
The Littleport branch is running low on 
numbers and it would be a sad thing if 
next year, our 100th year as a branch, 
we had to consider closing down or 
amalgamating with another branch. 
This branch has a proud history and the 
present committee want that to continue 
in the future. We realise that as a branch 
we have little to offer members but that 
is our ‘Catch 22’ situation. If you do not 
have sufficient members it is difficult to 
offer entertainment. If you do not offer 
entertainment and trips out then it is 
difficult to attract members. Please help 
us break this vicious cycle and become a 

member. It doesn’t matter which service 
you were in, nor how long you served, all 
are welcome; we will even accept civilians 
who support the aims of the Royal British 
Legion. If you are going to join please 
send your contact details to the parish 
clerk at The Barn for forwarding to me.

Further topics this time involve this  
years Remembrance Sunday service.  
If Covid 19 regulations are still in place in 
November we will have to reconsider the 
manner of the service. Please do not be 
surprised if the decision is taken to have 
an outdoor only service. Under present 
conditions we cannot allow the usual 
400+ congregation in St George’s church. 
But we will have a service rest assured.

In addition the Poppy Appeal news we 
are receiving is that the Appeal will be 
seriously restricted this year. We are 
still waiting for full details but I have to 
produce this article before I have the 
full details. As far as I know wreaths will 
be available as per usual, the schools 
will have school packs, and I hope that 
poppies and collecting boxes will be in 
suoermarkets; but this is supposition 
at this time. There is a belief that street 
collections, house to house collections 
and most shop collections will be curtailed 
this year. This means you may have to 
look harder for you poppy but please look 
the Poppy Appeal needs your support 
more than ever.

The Royal British Legion Needs Your Poppy Money!
Because there is no active collecting for 
the annual Poppy Appeal this year, we 
need to support the RBL and all it does 
by giving via our bank account to theirs!

The bank code details for payment 
will be posted on the Littleport Life 

Facebook page as soon as RBLHQ 
release them.

Payments should be made between  
24 October 2020 and 10 November 
2020 inclusive only.
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A WI Member tells us how 
they have been helping the 
nation again in the difficult 
circumstances of the last  
6 months!
Through the pandemic WI members have 
been keeping in touch with each other by 
phone, new technology and Tuesday Zoom 
meetings, just chatting and offering help and 
support. With the current situation easing 
members are starting to meet up in small 
groups in gardens.

Lots of us have been busy learning new 
skills, how to use smart phones and 
tablets, a favourite pastime is talking to our 
family and friends on Face Time and Zoom. 

We have also made use of our sewing 
skills to make PPE equipment for hospitals 
and nursing homes. Our small pieces of 
material have made many colourful masks. 

We still receive a Federation News letter.  
This month told us of the imminent closure 
of the national Denman college. Mini 
courses at £5, funded for WI members, 
are available online, which members can 
access and pass on their ideas.

We are looking forward to planning for our 
centenary in 2022.

We do not know when we will be able 
to meet in the Village Hall, but in the 
meantime, we will continue to share our 
ideas.

On the internet: www.thewi.org.uk 

LITTLEPORT WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Littleport WI Embodies that 
War-Time Spirit!

And Littleport Life explains why the WI is 
known for ‘Jam and Jerusalem’
In1915 we set out to give women a 
voice and to be a force for good in the 
community. Since then, our membership 
and our ambitions alike have grown 
tremendously. Today, we are the largest 
women's organisation in the UK and we 
pride ourselves on being a trusted place 
for women of all generations to share 
experiences and learn from each other.

Making jam is probably one of the things that 
the WI is most famous for. But what is less 
well known is that during the Second World 
War, WI members made jam on an epic 
scale and made a significant contribution to 
Britain's food supplies. In 1939, realising that 
much of the fruit from the summer's bumper 

harvest might be wasted unless it were made 
into jam, WI's headquarters secured sugar 
supplies direct from the Ministry of Food. 
WIs across the country gathered in surplus 
fruit from gardens and allotments or growing 
wild. In their first wave of jam making, it is 
estimated that the WI saved 450 tons of fruit 
from rotting.

During the 1920s, many WIs started choirs 
and NFWI set up a music committee. 
W.H. Leslie, an amateur musician from 
Llansantffraid, Shropshire, acted as an 
advisor, and held a one-day school for 
village conductors in London in early 1924. 
He asked his friend Sir Walford Davies to 
write an arrangement of Hubert Parry's 
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setting of Jerusalem for WI choirs. This 
hymn, with its association with the fight 
for women's suffrage, was considered 
appropriate for the emerging WI movement 
which was encouraging women to take 
their part in public life, and to improve the 
conditions of rural life. Leslie suggested 
that Walford Davies' special arrangement 
for choir and string orchestra should be 
performed at the Annual General Meeting 
of NFWI held in the Queen's Hall, London in 
1924. He conducted the singing, bringing a 
choir from local WIs with him to lead.

This was so successful that it continues 
to be sung at the opening of NFWI AGMs, 
and many WIs open meetings by singing 
Jerusalem, although it has never been 
adopted as the WI's official anthem.

As part of the 95th anniversary celebration, 
a modern version of Jerusalem was 
recorded by The Harmonies, selected from 
entrants from the WI Search for a Star 
competition. It was released in 2010 as part 
of the album Voices of the W.I.

Royal membership 
Her Gracious Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II has 
been a member since 1943, and is President 

WI wartime jam making courtesy WI website photos

President of the WI at Sandringham, HM the Queen 
socialising after the game. Seen in the background 
speaker Alexander Armstrong.

of Sandringham WI. Her mother Queen 
Elizabeth was also a member, and Sophie, 
Countess of Wessex, Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall, and Anne, the Princess Royal are 
all members. The Queen attends the January 
meeting at Sandringham each year and in 
January 2019 referred to "common ground" 
and "never losing sight of the bigger picture" 
in a speech which was widely reported.  
The evening's guest speaker was Alexander 
Armstrong, host of the TV show Pointless 
a favourite of Her Majesty the Queen, who 
participated in a game played at the meeting. 
Her Majesty headed the winning team, after 
which Alexander commented on Queen 
Elizabeth’s "deft, silky Pointless skills".
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With the easing of some recent 
lockdown restrictions, a few Littleport 
parkrunning buddies like the Parkrun 
run organisers James Lee and 
Amanda Murfitt have managed to get 
out and enjoy a few social distancing 
runs which included a coming together 
to celebrate the 2nd anniversary of 
their popular local parkrun on June 
27th  writes Cathy Gibb-de Swarte.

And on that day they also came across 
their running buddies Jo White, Lizzie 
Hyslop and Cathy Gibb-de Swarte 
who were running the virtual 5k Manea 
Gala Day Beat the Tractor race at 
the Littleport parkrun course down at 
Littleport Leisure.

Littleport Parkrunners  
Won’t be Beaten!

The incentive to get out there was 
very important for these running 
enthusiasts, not only for their 
wellbeing, but also for their fitness 
too. They have continued to organise 
fun virtual 5k runs attracting many to 
join them and wear colourful fancy 
dress costumes which fits the various 
themed events. And already the trio 
are planning to hold a virtual 5k run 
every month to keep the momentum 
going.

They have also brought a lot of fun 
and laughter to these running events 
as they have all dressed up in bee and 
butterfly costumes for the virtual 5k 
Lone Bee and Butterfly Effect runs. 

Run With Pride charity run L-R Lizzie Hyslop, Jo White, Cathy Gibb de Swarte
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Doing it for charity, they pay to enter 
and receive medals for completion 
that are biodegradable and contain 
wildflower seeds - plus 2 trees are 
planted for every person’s distance 
that is completed virtually turning  
miles into trees.

Wendy Georgina Johnson who joined 
in with the Bee run in July has invited 
her Littleport running friends to join in 

with her personal run in memory of 
her husband John who passed from 
cancer last year. Not everyone will be 
able to make the venue at Wendy’s 
home village in Histon on Saturday 5th 
September, so there is a planned run 
being held at Littleport’s Leisure Centre 
to support Wendy’s special event.

Littleport’s parkrunners may not have 
been able to participate in the parkruns 
proper, but some of them get to meet 
up for the ‘virtual parkrun uk Big Quiz’ 
live on YouTube every Saturday at 9 
am that has been presented during 
the lockdown that has proved a great 
way to keep in touch with everyone in 
the parkrun family - as well as adding 
a little touch of that competitiveness 
keeping them on their toes seeing who 
can get the most correct answers!

Littleport has also been put on the 
map with the Ely Standard weekly 
newspaper featuring the activities of 
some of Littleport’s  parkrunners on its 
sports pages during the summer.

And they are off!

Cathy 1st at the finish!

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 35



They have continued to keep spirits 
high from the start of the lockdown 
and as soon as it was ok to do so 
organised rides out.

A fun ‘Poker Run’ where 363MCC 
President Mark Robinson explains that 
“There are various check points along 
the route at which you get a playing 
card. At the finish the biker with the 
best hand wins!”

The club members also visited 
the Hell’s Angels Memorial at RAF 
Molesworth. This was the name given 
to the American 303rd Bombardment 
Group. Between 1942 and 1945, 841 
of them were killed and 747 men were 
taken Prisoner of War. 210 B 17 planes 
were lost.

There was also a poignant ride out 
to Brandon in a tribute to honour the 
7th Armoured Division, the Desert 
Rats, who were stationed together 
in Thetford Forest before landing in 
France June 5th 1944.

363MCC President Mark Robinson 
stated “On Remembrance Sunday 
we will be laying a wreath regardless 
of whether the usual Remembrance 
Day parade happens or not because 
of restrictions emplaced due to C19. 
We have always supported the armed 
forces, our veterans, and of course Her 
Majesty the Queen.”

The old bikers’ greeting and good wishes, 
‘Keep your shiny side up, rubber side down’  
is embodied by Littleport’s bike club.

363MCC Keeping Their 
Shiny Side Up!

President Mark Robinson and partner  
Samantha Davis

Photos of the Poker Run  
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303rd Bombardment Group Hells Angels Memorial 

7th Armoured Division the Desert Rats Memorial

363MCC bike crew at the Thetford Forest Memorial
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1st Littleport Scout 
Group leaders and 
members of the 

executive committee have been busy 
preparing for the return of face-to-
face Scouting in the autumn. This has 
involved following the guidance issued 
by the Scout Association, which is 
based on the National Youth Agency 
Guidelines; ensuring risk assessments 
are completed and approved; and 
that plans are in place to reintroduce 
Scouting activities. 

“We are keeping everything crossed 
for returning in September, we have 
all been missing our young people and 
everything Scouting offers,” says Group 
Scout Leader, Julie Double. “Of course, 
there may be slightly different routines 
and activities, but we will communicate 
these to parents and children nearer 
the time to ensure a safe and enjoyable 
start for all.”

Obviously, some of the activities 
Scouting is famous for, such as 
overnight hikes and camps, cannot 
resume immediately, but the leaders 
have plenty of ingenious ideas to make 
it fun, keep on with badge work, and 
reach out to the community.

“Things we have been looking forward 
include a pantomime trip, Christmas 
carolling and a joint visit with some of 
Littleport’s more senior residents so our 
children can learn what it was like when 
they were the same age,” says Julie. 
“We can’t wait to see all our Scouts 
again and give out the well-deserved 
badges that they have been earning 
during lockdown.”

New members are always welcome! 
If your young person would like to 
join in, please drop Julie an email at 
info@1stlittleportscoutgroup.org.uk

Beavers (aged 6-8) 
Tuesdays 6-7.15pm  
Fridays 6–7.15pm

Cubs (aged 8-10½)  
Tuesdays 6.45pm-8pm 
Wednesdays 6.30pm-8pm

Scouts (aged 10½ – 14) 
Tuesdays 7.30pm-9pm 
Wednesdays 7.30pm-9.15pm

(Please note: timings of groups are 
approximate and may vary depending 
on measures taken to ensure a safe 
return for all.)

Return to Scouting
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TIMEBANK TOP FACTS
LITTLEPORT AND ELY
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As I'm sure readers are well aware we have been living under the 
threat of Covid-19, which has also impacted on the life of Rotary. 
We have been in lockdown and our meetings have been Virtual, 
using Zoom.

Our incoming President Ian Burrows — “We are supporting East 
Anglia's Children's Hospices (EACH) during this time of crisis.”

Four members of our club will carry out a sponsored — 48 mile Fen Rivers Walk 
from Cambridge to Kings Lynn over three days starting on 25th September.

EACH are experiencing a devastating drop in income as their shops are closed and 
the vast majority of their supporters fundraising activities and their own events 
are cancelled or postponed. In the next 12 weeks alone, their loss of income is 
expected to be around £1,800,000. In light of this we want to do our bit, but need 
your help.Together we can make sure that vital care and support is still available for 
the children, young people and their families who need EACH, during and beyond 
this challenging and uncertain time. Unlike hospitals, they rely on the generosity 
of people like us to fund their services. Please help us support EACH by donating 
on this JustGiving page and sharing it with friends and families. Thank you for your 
support and stay safe!

Please see our Facebook page if you are able to make a donation using JustGiving 
however small—it will be gratefully received. 
Many Thanks Ian Burrows

Rotary Club of Littleport  — Update
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Autumn 2020
Wiggenhall St Germans

Denver sluice

High Bridge Hilgay

Littleport Bridges

Branch Bridge (The Lark)

Ely

Bottisham Lock

Baits Bite Lock
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Littleport Town FC Colts’ teams were 
delighted to be able to return to training 
this summer, after several months off. 

“It was great to see all the young people 
back together again. We’ve all really 
missed them – and watching them play,” 
says under-15s coach Chris Slatter. 

The first week or so was a little different 
as contact football was not yet allowed, 
but from August the teams will have 
been able to play matches during 
training. They have also been playing 
a few friendly games too, just to warm 
them up for the next season.

Chris is keen to welcome new players – 
both to the established teams, which are 
the under-10s, under-15s, and under-
16s, and also to bring some younger 
players into Littleport Town, especially to 
help set up an academy for the budding 
young Jadon Sanchos out there.  

“It’s going to take some time to get fully 
back into the swing of the new season, 
but the main thing is we’re back playing 
the game we all love,” says Chris.

If you want to know any more about 
setting up a team, or if you are interested 
in joining the club, please get in touch at 
littleporttownfccolts@hotmail.com

Littleport Town Colts 
Football Club
Back to the beautiful game

Littleport Colts Under 13s
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Littleport Rangers FC have been back in 
training and are looking forward the next 
season. With last season being cut short 
in March all the players, coaches and 
parents are looking forward to watching 
games. We now have 3 U12 teams 
entering into the Colts District League 
along with the U13s, all playing on a 
Saturday morning. 

The U9s are playing in the mini soccer 
league playing local teams such as 
Sutton & Soham. The coaches have 
been busy marking out pitches so the 
kids can have friendlies during their 
training sessions. The parents have been 
very understanding with the changes the 
FA have put in place to keep us all safe 
so players can return to training. 

This year we are very lucky to have 
Rumbles of Littleport sponsor the U12s 
Navy team. 

D Silcock Construction is sponsoring 
another new kit for the U9s.

Vinall Roofing is sponsoring the U13s 
a new kit. 

We are extremely grateful to local 
businesses continuing to help out 
with the players kits. If you are a 
local company and are interested in 
sponsoring a team or the club, please 
contact the Club Secretary Katie Pendle. 

More than ever it is vitally important 
to get children outside and moving 
around for their mental well-being. 
Being part of a team has so many 
benefits, football is a great sport to 
be part of. 

Littleport Rangers FC 
Kick Off for the 2020/2021 Season  
in Fine Style!

COACHES NEEDED!
The club has a large Academy team, 
U8s/9s who train only each week. 
We are looking for 2/3 coaches to 
take this team over. The current 
coach is training them each week 
but is unavailable for matches. If you 
would like to help out, the club can 
offer you a coaching level 1 training 
course through Cambs Football 
Association, along with a DBS check 
& safeguarding. Please contact the 
club Secretary at; Lrfc-secretary@
hotmail.co.uk for more information 
about becoming a coach. There are 
more children who would like to join 
but without coaches we cannot offer 
this. You would need to spare an hour 
on a week day for training and then a 
Saturday morning for matches, these 
run Sept -March/ April. 

Vinall Bros
117 Brook St, Soham, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, CB7 5AE 

01353 720515
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ThePORT Youth Group

Joanne Coe isn’t exactly an 
unsung hero – this hard-
working mum has not just 

been spoken of in glowing terms 
around Littleport but was honoured 
with a civic award recognising all 
her good deeds for the youth of the 
village in those halcyon days before 
Covid and lockdown.

During this recent difficult time 
Joanne and her initiatives have 
continued to lift the spirits of the 
community in different ways.

Joanne said: “It’s been so important 
to support many young people and 
their families who’ve fallen on hard 
times, perhaps struggling with home 
schooling, or to shop for essentials, 
access entertainment or just in 
need of a good old moan about the 
new norm! And basically to help 
everyone to remain positive – no 
one is alone in feeling the pressure 
of having youths at home or indeed 
the youths finding it hard to be at 
home and not able to socialise as 
much with friends.

I appreciate many youths are out 
and about locally meeting friends 
and socialising more than most 
should and that’s an individual 
choice - I have been contacted by 
several to see if we can open but at 

this time it’s not possible using our 
current facility.

I am looking at alternative options 
so you have a safe place to socialise 
- however social distancing is a real 
issue and we need a bigger area.  
A youth cafe may be possible in the 
coming weeks.”

Joanne also has instituted an 
Essential Sue Box that contains 
personal toiletry requirements. 
She thanks all those who have 
generously donated to the scheme. 
If you need anything she says 
please send her a message on the 
Littleport Events Facebook page or 
text 07988477255. 

Another initiative has been the 
‘Random Acts of Kindness’ when 
around 100 presents of toys, books 
and sweets were placed around the 
village for children to find!

ThePort will be meeting up again  
as soon as regulations allow.  
So do check out their Facebook 
page for updates.

ThePORT YOUTH GROUP 
07988477255 Looking forward 
to opening again soon! Should 
any youths require assistance 
please feel free to call us.

ThePort’s Joanne Coe has been even 
busier during Lockdown! 
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ThePort swings into action with a gift
ThePort puts a gift where it will be found  
very quickly

The Port leaves a giftA sweet gift from ThePort
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Neil and Becky Cullum's daughter Isla happy 
with her find!

Stanley Cullum, Becky and Neil's son found 
a gift too!

Happy Madison and Charlie Whaley with their gifts
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In the pouring rain Littleport paid tribute to 
its sons fallen, taken prisoner, enslaved on 
the Burma Railway, tortured and starved, 

before Japan surrendered on the 15th 
August 1945. 

The Royal British Legion Littleport Branch 
was mustered by its President Garth 
McGowen and a memorial ceremony was 
conducted by St George's Parish Church at 
Littleport War Memorial on the green across 
from the church entrance in the presence of 
our Cambridgeshire County Councillor, East 

Cambs District Councillors and Littleport 
Parish Councillors, David Ambrose Smith, 
Christine Ambrose Smith and Joanne 
Webber. Ms Webber represented her 
husband, Leader of the Parish Council Clive 
Webber who had to work that day. 

We will never forget the bravery and fortitude 
of the East Anglian Forces who made up a 
too large percentage of the 190,000 Allied 
Troops imprisoned by the Japanese early on 
in the Far East campaigns. 

We will remember them.

VJ Day August 15th 2020
Littleport Remembers 75 Years on

Councillors Christine Ambrose Smith and 
Joanne Webber before the service

The Standard bearer Women's Section  
Janis Jansons

Councillor David Ambrose Smith with  
David Fleming before the service

L-R Committee Member Gerry Sutcliffe, 
Branch Treasurer Andy Swift, 

St George's Lay Minister Carol Swain 
and Branch President. Garth McGowen

 L-R  Branch Sec. Margaret McGowen,  
Com. Member Gerry Sutcliffe,  
Chair Martin Good, Treasurer Andy Swift
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From Littleport’s John Taylor’s autobiographical book of verse, Raising Fen Tigers.

Mrs Fitch would often be seen outside her cottage on the pavement, on Wisbech Road, 
especially at school times. She would wear a flowered-print, double-breasted apron with 
a tie cord round the middle, carpet slippers and thick, sagging stockings. But you mostly 
noticed her anguished look.

Mrs Fitch, God Bless Her Heart
Walking to school every day was slow,  
If it was sunny, raining or in the snow, 
I couldn’t afford to stop and play, 
Especially on a windy, rainy day.

During my journey on one wet day, 
Mrs Fitch stopped me just to say, 
“My Jimmy has forgotten his lunch again, 
Please give him this, keep it from the rain.”

Going home I could see Mrs Fitch from afar, 
Standing on the pavement, her view not to mar. 
In her apron and slippers, standing there, 
I could just make out her curly grey hair.

A troubled old lady with so many a care, 
She waved her walking stick in the air. 
As in the distance her Jimmy she could see, 
“Come home, Jimmy, it’s time for your tea.”

“Have you seen my Jimmy at school or play? 
He’s late home from school again today.” 
In the direction of school she stared intensely,  
To see Jimmy coming would please immensely.

Sometimes I knew what she would say, 
So, “Yes Mrs Fitch, Jimmy is on his way.” 
I’m sure she knew but couldn’t believe, 
Her heart played tricks, her mind to deceive.

She’d wait until dark, not wanting to go, 
When she went in, she was really slow. 
With her old blue eyes cast down, 
And on her forehead a sorry frown.

Sometimes she’d go to Miss Lester’s shop, 
To buy Jimmy a chocolate bar, or some pop, 
Slowly, for that was as far as she ever went. 
Her old legs were weak and her back was bent.
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She would talk about Jimmy and his care, 
Ida smiled, as she twisted fingers in her hair. 
To humour her with compassion and grace, 
And give some extra, to put a smile on her face.

Some kids thought it would be fun 
To ask if they could play with her son. 
“I don’t know where he is,” she would say, 
“I think he has already gone out to play.”

With a worried look, she paused and said, 
“I’ve not seen Jimmy since I made his bed. 
If you see him, tell him to come home, 
I don’t like being here all alone.

I asked my Nan if she knew Mrs Fitch, 
“Yes,” she said, “I don’t see her much 
When we were girls we’d often play, 
I thought of her just the other day.”

“Did she have a boy?” I asked with reserve, 
She paused, as if plucking up her nerve. 
“Oh yes,” she said. “She had a lovely son,  
But he never came home from the Somme.”

“Joined the Army, when he was too young, 
Afraid to tell his mother what he had done. 
They sent him off to fight a war, 
Then we didn’t see Jimmy no more.”

My Nan tried hard not to blink at all, 
Lest a tear should accidentally fall. 
She said, ”I’ve got something in my eye.” 
But I could tell she was trying not to cry.

Now Mrs Fitch is in heaven up there, 
She will be happy and without a care. 
Yes, I believe that’s where she’s gone, 
To be with Jimmy, her beloved son.

Dear Mrs Fitch, I can’t forget you. 
Nor your brave son I never knew. 
That would surprise you now, I bet, 
And your dear son. Lest we forget.

Dedicated to Private James William Fitch, First Battalion, Cambridgeshire 
Regiment who died on 26th September 1917…and his loving mother.
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Littleport Brass is looking forward to 
the time when they can get back to 
doing what they like best – giving 

concerts to an always appreciative public! 
And to taking part in the various contests 
that are usually held around Britain!

This has been put on hold of necessity and 
as spokesperson and Chair of the band’s 
committee Sue Peacock says, “Sadly, we 
still have no idea as to what will happen 
regarding Christmas. As it stands we have 
now had a November concert cancelled 
and have no idea about December 
engagements. Unfortunately, until we have 
the go ahead to start rehearsing safely, we 
are unable to speculate as to when we may 
be able to perform safely to the public.”

The determined and talented Littleport 
Brass musicians and their MD, Maestro Ian 
Knapton, are doing all they can to maintain 
their musical standard over the internet 
until they can once again all make their 
wonderful kind of music together in the 

band room behind the Littleport  
Ex-Servicemen’s Club on Ponts Hill.

Sue explains that “It will be some time 
before we can give a concert at a public 
venue, but plans are well-on to put a 
concert online. Our 3 social distancing 
videos have been viewed/listened to over 
15,000 times!”

You can find them on the YouTube Littleport 
Brass channel entitled Endurance, Liberty 
Bell and the amazing Coe Fen! There is 
another in preparation and there are other 
videos to enjoy made at actual concerts 
prior to the lockdown.

As for that important social camaraderie 
all teams enjoy, they have had weekly get-
togethers on Zoom holding quizzes – and 
one was hosted by the band’s youngest 
member, 13-year-old Dexter Speed! 

Now Dexter Speed is with the National 
Children’s Brass Band of Britain 2020 and 
appears in the National Youth at Home 
Grand Finale YouTube video playing the 

LITTLEPORT BRASSLITTLEPORT BRASS
LITTLEPORT LIFE BLOWS THE TRUMPET 

FOR LITTLEPORT BRASS BAND! 

Littleport Brass grand reopening of the band room with councillors 2019
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horn. Their website is www.nybbgb.com if 
you would like more information.

Dexter’s parents must be delighted that 
their son is following the family tradition 
playing Tenor Horn and 1st Horn for the 
band. Dad Paul plays 2nd Euphonium 
with Littleport, and Mum Sophie plays 
Baritone for Dereham where her sister also 
plays percussion - although Sophie does 
help out with her excellent Baritone when 
needed for Littleport Brass. 

President of Littleport Brass William 
(Bill) Sharpe has served the band as an 
accomplished musician for many decades 
and now in retirement, and says he is  
“very impressed with the determination 
to carry on and I look forward to the time 
when we can enjoy a concert or enter a 
contest once again.”

Littleport Life and the community it serves 
is also looking forward to that first concert.

Dexter Speed with his Horn
Littleport Brass President Bill Sharpe and Musical 
Director Ian Knapton

Disney theme concert at Littleport Ex-Servicemen’s Club
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As we approached the end of 
summer, we looked forward to the 
arrivals this next season would 

bring. But over recent decades numbers 
of some of these species have been 
declining. The species that Welney are 
most famous for each winter are the two 
swans – whoopers from Iceland and 
Bewick’s from Arctic Russia, but the two 
populations tell very different tales. 

Whilst the Icelandic whooper swan 
population is doing well, seeing a 17% 
increase in the wintering population in 
the UK between 2004/05-2014/15. The 
Bewick’s swan population is not, seeing a 
74% decrease over the same time period. 
Although some of this can be attributed 
to climate change, as milder winters 
does encourage more birds to remain on 
the continent rather than making a full 
migration to the UK, illegal hunting and 
unnecessary deaths – including those from 
lead poisoning are having an impact on the 
population as a whole. Staff and volunteers 
from WWT, alongside other environmental 

organisations across the flyways of the 
two species, undertake winter counts to 
assess the state of the population, as well 
as monitoring the breeding success for 
the two species. Last winter Countryfile 
came out to see what is involved in a 
swan census, and you can still watch that 
episode on iplayer until December.

The conservation team at the Wildfowl & 
Wetlands Trust (WWT) have been working 
across the migratory route of the Bewick’s 
swans, which includes 11 countries, for 
many decades. Assessing threats and 
implementing joined-up protections for 
a species and the habitats they rely on 
across this distance, is no mean feat. 
Creating a network of swan champions,  
is how we are currently bringing scientists, 
hunters and young people together to 
protect endangered birds from illegal 
hunting in their breeding grounds. This 
community in Nar’Yan-Mar, Arctic Russia, 
is made of individuals that are passionate 
about the sustainable use of what is 
probably the world’s greatest wetland as 

Welney Wetland Centre
Autumn arrivals 
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they live on the front-line of environmental 
changes. They are everyday people, 
representing a range of interests, working 
together to improve conservation of these 
wetlands and reduce illegal hunting in the 
breeding grounds. 

Elsewhere along the flyway including 
here in the UK, work continues in raising 
awareness of the threat of lead shot 
and the need to move to non-toxic 
alternatives. Lead is a traditionally used 
substance for shooting, but spent lead 
shot left lying on the ground results in 
poisoning of the environment. In the 
last decade it is estimated that 100,000 
swans, geese and ducks die each year in 
the UK due to lead poisoning from spent 
gunshot, and is responsible for one in four 
recorded deaths of Bewick’s swans. More 
than 6,000 tonnes of lead ammunition – 
including billions of tiny shot pellets – are 
discharged by guns in the UK every year 
in areas where birds such as swans feed. 
Most lands on the ground, where it can 
be ingested by birds who mistake it for 
grit or seeds. It is not just the birds that 
can suffer: lead from ammunition can also 
enter the human food chain when people 
eat wild-shot game frequently. 

In February a coalition of nine leading UK 
shooting and rural bodies announced a 
call for their members to end the use of 
lead (and single-use plastics) in shotgun 
ammunition for live quarry shooting within 
five years. This voluntary ban on lead 

gunshot is a major success following 
decades of campaigning by ourselves  
and other conservation organisations. 

Currently a vote to ban the use of lead 
shot across the European Union has been 
delayed yet again, due to a last minute 
objection to the voting procedure by the 
Czech Republic Government, despite a 
clear majority in favour of the ban being 
evident. Together with other environmental 
organisations and hunters concerned 
about lead poisoning we are working 
to show authorities the truth about lead 
shot, and not the myths and untruths the 
shooting industries have been using to 
oppose the change. A successful vote 
would have been the first significant hurdle 
to prevent toxic lead shot from entering 
a continent’s wetlands. You might ask, 
well what can I do to help? We would 
ask that you contact environmental and 
agricultural ministers as well as MEPs to 
urge action and support for the proposals 
(for wetlands and all habitats) from the 
European Chemicals Agency under the 
framework of REACH. The vote is likely 
to be rescheduled for September, will you 
help by acting to fight for our collective 
healthy future. 

We would like to see lead ammunition 
phased out and replaced with non-toxic 
alternatives that are effective, as we work 
towards making a more sustainable and 
safer future for wildlife, wetlands and people. 
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FAMILY FRIENDLY CLUB
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME 

OR WHY NOT COME ALONG AS A GUEST BEFORE YOU JOIN?

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS 
NON-MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME ON  

ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTS

Dominoes • Pool • Snooker • Juke Box • Darts 
Quiz Nights • Bt Sports • Beer Garden  

Drink Offers • Cocktails 
Bingo Every Monday And Wednesday

PRIVATE HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
FOR ALL YOUR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
AND LOTS OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT LINED UP  

SEE THE NOTICE BOARD OUTSIDE THE CLUB
FIND US ON FACEBOOK: LITTLEPORT EX-SERVICEMEN'S CLUB 

EMAIL: littleportexservicemensclub@btconnect.com

Littleport Ex-Servicemen's Club
Ponts Hill, Littleport, 01353 860378
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Maintenance

Tel: 01353 860083 Mobile: 07775 914840

steve.pike@mypostoffice.co.uk

Decorating - Plastering
& Property Maintenance

Neuter your cat for £5

Give her the freedom to enjoy all this – have her spayed.
For more information please contact:

Ely & District  
Tel: 01353 699430  Web: www.ely.cats.org.uk
To qualify, you must live in CB6, CB7 or CB8 and be on benefits,  
tax credits or a low income
Cats Protection Reg Charity 203644 (England and Wales) and SC037711 (Scotland) CODE - 21571

Many people believe that a cat should be 
allowed to have kittens. But if you ask 
why, most won’t know. That’s because it’s 
an old wives’ tale – it’s not true.

Until you’ve had her spayed, your cat will 
want to go outside and mate. But it isn’t 
because she wants to have babies. It’s just  
her hormones making her feel that way and  
she doesn’t know that it will lead to her 
becoming a mum.

If she has kittens, you’ll have to buy more 
homes. While she is looking after kittens, she 
won’t be able to do all the things she loves. Going 
outside, climbing trees and jumping up high!
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Have some spare time? We 
would love you to come 
and volunteer for us!  

There is no such thing as a typical day at Branching Out, you could be helping 
in the garden, or getting involved with one of our many crafts in the workshop 
or even in our charity shop in Littleport. 

What we can offer you… 
• Fun and laughter in abundance 
• A supportive environment 

focused on making sure you get 
out of it what you want 

• Work experience to help boost 
your CV 

 
Why volunteer for Branching Out? This 
is what one of our volunteers said: 

 

“If you have time to give 
and want to do something 
rewarding you will not find 
a more enjoyable fun job 
to do! Be made to feel part 
of a team, learn new skills 

and be inspired by everyone around you! You will smile 
all day long!”  

To volunteer helping people with learning disabilities 

call 01353 863221 

 

 

To volunteer in our Littleport Charity shop call 

01353 863561 
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ALI’S KEBAB HOUSE
‘For Quality Kebabs go to 

Ali’s Kebabs!’

Pizzas  
USA Fried Chicken 

Burgers
12A Main Street Littleport  

CB6 1PJ

Opening Times:  
Mon - Thurs 3pm - 11pm 

Fri & Sat 12 noon - 12 midnight 
Sunday 3pm - 11pm

01353 863862
Telephone your order for 

collection in 10-15 minutes!

Delivery free on orders over 
£10 in Littleport! £12 to Ely, 

Prickwillow, Queen Adelaide, 
Chettisham, Little Downham.

Delivery times:  
Sun - Thurs 3pm - 11pm. 

Friday & Saturday 1pm - 12 
midnight.

New Roofs  
Re-Roofs & Repairs

Fascias Soffits  
& Guttering

Chimney &  
Lead Work

T: 07867 426265 
E: mlroofingservices@gmail.com

We cover all aspects of home 
maintenance.

Gardening 
Fencing • Tree cutting • Hedge cutting 

Gutter cleaning  
Some hard/soft landscaping 

Painting • Garden/house clearance 
Roof repairs • Pressure washing 

Conservatory cleaning

Call us for a Free no hassle estimate today

Scott Wood 07780679646 
Facebook SFW Home Improvements
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Sparrow         Violins 
 

Repairs and Set-Ups to 
Violins, Violas & Cellos of 

all sizes. 

Handmade Violins & 
Hardanger Fiddles 

www.sparrowviolins.co.uk 

Tel: 07704 836170 
Email: timjsparrow@aol.com 

Patio & Fencing 
Centre

For all your patio and 
fencing needs!
Call Sean Cooper!
Contact on mobile: 

07899100559
Email:  

coopersean68@gmail.com
Unit 1, 17 Oak Lane, Littleport, 

CB6 1RS.

el  shkc oa pt   ee lyh  t     Fishing Tackle for  
every discipline  

& budget,  
Stockists of FFS Lures

The Tackle Shop Ely 12 Chequers lane Ely CB7 4LN 
We have a large selection of new and used quality and affordable fishing tackle!

Please view our Facebook page for any offers and upcoming raffles and competitions!
Email: kjshipp1@hotmail.co.uk

FIND US INSIDE
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RPM
Garage services / 24hr recovery

Servicing

Exhausts

Tyres

Punctures

Air Con

Diagnostics

Suspension

Tracking

Brakes

24hr rescue and recovery

Accident

Breakdown

Collection / Delivery

Quads / Bikes / Cars 
Vans / Light Commercial

We also stock batteries

01353 862894 24HR

Find us at: 
Unit 2 Faraday Road, 
Littleport, CB6 1PE

rpmlittleport@gmail.com
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Call us now...  
01353 930504
24 HOURS 07761 800 465

Call your local 
24 hour locksmith

TRUSTED LOCKSMITHING SERVICES

We can help with...
lock-outs 
non-destructive entry specialist

lock repairs 
we can quickly repair most locks

lock replacements & upgrades 
we offer a free security check and advice to make 
your property more secure

burglary repairs 
we can quickly secure your property, 
and then make lasting repairs

upvc repairs 
we fix upvc windows and doors

garage doors 
we fit, repair and upgrade locks

key cutting 
on-site & while you wait

1 year warranty  
peace of mind with our 12 month 

www.thelockguysltd.co.uk
info@thelockguysltd.co.uk

take a photo 
of this ad on 
your phone, 

you never know 
when you might 

need us!

Soham/Littleport 122x184-6.indd   1 25/04/2019   13:45
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Where your dog is groomed in a gentle, 
safe, caring and stress free environment.

07771259524 or 01353 968037
2 New Road, Littleport Ely, Cambs CB6 1PX

Fully Insured
Pick up and drop 

off available.

Where your dog is groomed in a gentle, 
safe, caring and stress free environment.

07771259524 or 01353 968037
2 New Road, Littleport Ely, Cambs CB6 1PX

Fully Insured
Pick up and drop 

off available.
Fully Insured. Pick up and drop off available.

Motorbike and Moped Training
CBT's and Full Bike Licence

CBT’s from £100  
at Ely Community College

DAS Training for full bike 
licence also available

Call / Text 07847415390

Email  
r1mmotorbiketraining@hotmail.com

FB message R1M Motorbike and 
Moped Training School

Erika's
BARBERSHOP
Established 15 years!

7a Main Street 
Littleport 
Cambs 
CB6 1PH

01353 862429
Walk in and wait 
Service with a smile

STOP PRESS!
IF YOU ARE READING THIS  

WHY NOT PLACE YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT HERE 

SO THAT YOUR BUSINESS 
GETS NOTICED TOO!

OUR AD RATES ARE VERY 
REASONABLE AND YOU 

WILL BE SUPPORTING THIS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE 

CALLED LITTLEPORT LIFE AT 
THE SAME TIME!

DETAILS ARE ON PAGE 3
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www.tnsgroup.co.uk
Call us on 01353 863038

Find us at Wisbech Road, Littleport, Ely, Cambs CB6 1RA
Open:  Monday - Friday 07.30-17.30, Saturday 07.30-12.00

COME &

TODAY
VISIT US

TNS stock a huge 
range including:

Pet Food Cleaning Products Groundcare

DIY Tools Garden tools BBQs

Westland Multi-
Purpose Compost

BIG VALUE 70L

Buy 3 for £12

Many 
other offers 

in store

Littleport Life Advert.indd   1 13/07/2020   16:03:24
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MEMBER OF

P RT PLUMBING
HEATING, BATHROOM & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

OPENING TIMES 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8am-5pm 

SATURDAY 9am-1pm

COME SEE OUR BRAND NEW 
BATHROOM SHOWROOMS

 

Rear of Sharman’s Centre, Camel Road, Littleport, Ely CB6 1EW

01353 860093 
www.portplumbing.co.uk

 Over 20 Bathrooms

 Walk in Showers

 Laura Ashley

 Shower Boarding

 Fitted Furniture

 Plus Numerous Other Ideas!
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• All Aerial, Satellite and TV work Undertaken.
• CCTV and Alarm Installations.
• Van Security Alarms.
• Ethernet Points and Wifi Solutions.
• City & Guilds Qualified Engineer.

Tel: 01353 863922
Mob: 07826 840922
email: bmaerials@gmail.com

AERIAL & TV 
SERVICES LTD

ID. 18266017
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	 Bathrooms
	 Boiler Installation
	 Kitchens
	 Leaks
	 Boilers Servicing & Maintenance
	 Heating Systems Oil,
 Gas & Electric
	 Renewable Technologies
	 Hot Water Systems
	 General Plumbing
	 Power Flushing
	 Gas Safety Checks
	 Underfloor Heating
	 Landlord Certificates
	 Waste Pipes
	 Electrical Works

	 Rob	Lee:	 07810	805	613
	 Keith	Missin:	 07748	117	394
info@elyplumbingandheating.com

T:	01353	698	059
www.elyplumbingandheating.com

JAMES LEEELECTRICAL LTD.
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

Installations-Maintenance-Repairs
Control and Automation Systems

Inspection and Testing
Industrial-Commercial-Domestic

“Millbank”48 Station Road, Littleport, Cambs CB6 1QF
01353 860310(Answerphone) / 07768145453

james@jle-ely.co.uk
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HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

Painting, 
Decorating & DIY

Phil Rudderham

01353 861033
07719 731434

philtracey1@hotmail.com































ASPIRE

































Office - 01353688073

ALL FENCING WORK
MINI DIGGER HIRE +

DUMPER HIRE WITH DRIVERS
PAVING

SHEDS AND LOG CABINS
DRIVEWAYS

ALL GARDEN WORK AND HEDGE 
REMOVAL

We provide a wide range of services and 
done professionally

Contact Martin : 07711254957
Email: info@mjmspecialists.com

www.mjmspecialists.com

M.J.M SPECIALISTS
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Pub
Dining
Rooms

01353 861677
info@swanontheriver.co.uk
www.swanontheriver.co.uk

Web  www.swanontheriver.co.uk

Phone  01353 861677

Email info@swanontheriver.co.uk

theswanontheriver

@swanontheriver

@swanontheriver

1 Sandhill 
Littleport, Ely 
Cambs CB6 1NT

The Green Room  for weddings, 
family events and business meetings.  
Community use at a special £20 per 
hour rate Mondays to Thursdays
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18 Prickwillow Road, 
Isleham, 

Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, 

CB7 5RG

Telephone: 01353 687 984
Fax: 01353 687 983

24/7 Emergency Mobile: 07768 854 499

Email: info@mitchellandmayle.co.uk

Office hours:
Monday to Friday: 8am – 5pm

24/7 Emergency Service 
(emergency mobile number only)

YOUR LOCAL 
AND RELIABLE

DRAIN SPECIALISTS
Please do not hesitate to get 

in touch to get your:
* Septic tank emptied

* Drains unblocked
* A free quote for a new tank, 
soakaway, manhole covers or 

new pipe work
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Trelander Camping & Caravanning
• Located just outside of Ely

• Grass pitches with electric hook up
• Shower and toilet block

• Fully equipped static caravan onsite to hire
• Ideal for family and friends to stay here when they are visiting

• Open all year

This is a lovely quiet location to sit back and relax.
Situated on the river lark which is ideal to walk along or enjoy some fishing!

01353 687984
Prickwillow Road, Isleham, Cambs, CB7 5RG
www.trelandercampingandcaravanning.co.uk
Find us on Instagram-trelandercampsite and facebook-Trelander Camping & Carvanning

Need a telephone engineer?

• Residential phone faults
• Phone extension installation
• Telephone wiring repair
• �Business systems and data 

cabling

Over 22 years experience (ex BT and Virgin 
Media), reliable and friendly service.

Phone: 01353 860872 or 07884 293102
Email: keith@millrosetelecom.co.uk

www.millrosetelecom.co.uk
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Breed standard & Asian fusion styles

Victoria Harwin
Qualified groomer
Queen Adelaide

07754677154
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ENKAY
FLOORING
     

Suppliers and fitters of quality laminate, 
engineered wood, carpets and vinyl.

Choose in the comfort of your own home. 

Free estimates without obligation. 
Insurance work undertaken.

Telephone/fax: 01353 863836 Mobile: 07774127797
122 Wisbech Road Littleport Cambs CB6 1JJ

E-mail: nigel@enkayflooring.co.uk 
www.enkayflooring.com

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN!

Adams Heritage 
Centre, Main Street, 
Littleport
A wide variety of local produce 
available including regular 
Guest Stalls ensuring that 
there will always be something 
worth popping in for.

Quality produce served in a 
traditional shop environment.
A joint initiative between Littleport 
Town Team and The Adams Heritage 
Centre.

For more information please contact Tracey Harding, 
East Cambridgeshire District Council on 01353 662062

Littleport Town Team

Adams Heritage Centre

 Littleport’s
Adams Community Market

The First Saturday of Each Month 
9 am to 1 pm

STOP PRESS!
IF YOU ARE READING THIS  

WHY NOT PLACE YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT HERE 

SO THAT YOUR BUSINESS 
GETS NOTICED TOO!

OUR AD RATES ARE VERY 
REASONABLE AND YOU 

WILL BE SUPPORTING THIS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE 

CALLED LITTLEPORT LIFE AT 
THE SAME TIME!

DETAILS ARE ON PAGE 3
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01353 862400
office@dsilcockconstruction.co.uk
14a Black Horse Drove, Littleport, Ely, Cambs, CB6 1EG

24 Hour Emergency Call Out Service 
07872 169 428       01353 863534
Call Us For All Your Security Requirements: 

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and Agricultural
Locks and Safes Fitted, Repaired and Opened, Bars and Grills 

Door and Window Repairs,

Cambridgeshire and Beyond.......
paulbarham@btinternet.com

Bargate
Master
Locksmith.co.uk

72 |��� Littleport Life



TIMEBANK
Get help and volunteer. 
A way for people to come together and help each 
other by exchanging knowledge, help and skills.

Want to fi nd out more?
 

email: littleportandelytimebank@btinternet.com

GARDENING
CV HELP
WEBSITE DESIGN
BOOKKEEPING
BEFRIENDING
YOGA
CROCHET
DOG WALKING
FORM FILLING
MARKETING ADVICE
PAINTING
DIY
BASIC FIRST AID
CYCLE REPAIRS
WASHING
IRONING
LEAFLET DROPS
SHOPPING HELP

Visit my piano website:
animatedpiano.com

for free piano sheet music,
tutorial videos, and more!

Individual tuition
Beginners very welcome

All ages from around 7 to adult
Full preparation for graded exams

...or just learn for fun
Classical, jazz and popular styles

Learn to play... 
 Piano
 Keyboard
 Violin
 Viola

Darrell Richings B.A.(Hons), M.Mus., MISM
01353 860081 07581 219636
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Come and visit us at our showroom 
located at the rear of 

Sharmans Garden Centre 

We now have the largest tile  
choice in the area 

Friendly Advice and superb  
range of tiles

Range of tiling tools - Rubi & Tilerite 

Range of Adhesives/Grouts & Silicones -  
Tilemaster & Palace 

Trade and Retail customers welcome 

Call in for superb choice & our best service
Sharmans Garden Centre, Camel Road,  

Littleport, Ely CB6 1EW 
01353 863916 - 07738069406 - 07436267057 

mamtiling@btconnect.com 
www.mamtiling.co.uk

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm Sun-Closed
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MOT, SERVICE & REPAIR CENTRE
Offering Servicing & Repair to all makes and 
models of Car & Light Commercial Including 
vehicles within Manufacturers Warranty.

• MOT’s

• Servicing

• Clutches

• Cambelts

• Tyres

• Air Conditioning

• Diagnostics

• 4 Wheel Computer
Alignment
 

Unit 16, Woodlands Ind. Est.
141  Wisbech  Road   
Littleport   CB6  1JJ

Loan Car subject to Availability

01353  968203  -  07738  627590 

service@bkdmotors.co.uk - www.bkdmotors.co.uk

Est.2010
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DOGGIE DAY CARE - £13 daily. (£50 Mon-Fri)
  �A great way to rebuild confidence when away from you 
especially the sensitive who suffer separation anxiety.

  �High security, secure perimeter fencing and team of protection 
dogs on duty.

  �Relaxing rooms, comfy beds, cool coats and raincoats provided.

  �Cattery – small but chic.

Visitors welcome with their dogs between 12 noon and 2.30 pm. 
For more information ring Terri and Philip on 01353 861722

MEOW BOW WOW
Doggie Day Care and Boarding Kennels 5 yellow stars Council Rating

MEOW BOW WOW DAY CARE AND BOARDING FOR DOGS & CATS
19, Second Drove, Little Downham, CB6 2UD
telephone: 01353 861722 and 07809 635257

email: zoetess12@gmail.com
www.meowbowwow.co.uk
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For information or to book, contact Stephanie:
Telephone: 07793 815720  

Email: stephanie@horizonsacademy.co.uk

Happy Feet gives your little ones a great first 
taste of ballet and tap, so whether your child 
is a graceful little angel or just loves to make 

noise, Happy Feet is the place to be! 

Classes in Ely, Littleport, Little Downham  
& Witchford (For under 5’s).

“Just the right 
amount of discipline 

and sparkle that 
early years  

ballet  
needs” 

Arran, Ely

Mark A Bennett
Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd

Family Business with 30 years 
Experience 

Energy Efficient Heating System 
Installations

Boiler Servicing
Full Bathroom Refurbishments 

Wetroom Conversions
No job too big or small

Tel: 01353 862054 
Mobile: 07775 832894

	
Mark	A	Bennett	
Plumbing	&	Heating	Services	Ltd	
Family	Business	with	30	years	Experience		
Energy	Efficient	Heating	System	Installations	
Boiler	Servicing	
Full	Bathroom	Refurbishments		
Wetroom	Conversions	
No	job	too	big	or	small	
Tel:	01353	862054		
Mob:	07775	832894		

	
Mark	A	Bennett	
Plumbing	&	Heating	Services	Ltd	
Family	Business	with	30	years	Experience		
Energy	Efficient	Heating	System	Installations	
Boiler	Servicing	
Full	Bathroom	Refurbishments		
Wetroom	Conversions	
No	job	too	big	or	small	
Tel:	01353	862054		
Mob:	07775	832894		
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 Isle Veterinary Group Ltd
West Fen Road, Ely, Cambridgeshire. CB6 2BZ   

Small Animal: 01353 658333    smallanimalislevetgroup@gmail.com

www.islevetgroup.co.uk

Please check our website or find us on Facebook for our latest offers

A personal service & professional 
advice for your household pets

To fit into your busy week we have extended our regular 
opening hours with appointments now available to suit you

Our experienced team of vets continue to offer a 
comprehensive service for your small animal needs

New Preventative
Health Care Plan

Now Available!

Large car parking area
 
 

24 hour emergency cover
Fully equipped surgery
Digital X-ray facilities
Isolation facilities
Separate dog and cat waiting areas and wards
Dental theatre
Free nurse clinics for vaccinated pets

Small Animal
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NIGEL INGRAM
CARPENTRY AND 

BUILDING SERVICES

Professional affordable service

Free quotations and advice

Telephone:  01353 741025
Mobile:  07719 615248

Wicklow House, 29a Lode Way, 
Haddenham, CB6 3UL
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12 St Johns Way 
Downham Market 

PE38 0QQ
01366 381505

Innovation House 
Saxon Business Park 
Littleport CB6 1XX
01353 863883

jurassicbark-online.co.uk

&

Grooming Parlours Instore:       

 Pet Shops At

Nails to Tails      
Bethany 07940 210136 

Littleport 

Greenfields 
Kerry 07749 599908 

Downham Market
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01353  699699 

City and Guilds Level 3 Qualified. 
 

Dogs professionally groomed. 
 

North Fen, 
Little Downham, 

Ely, Cambs, 
CB6 2UG 

Natasha Chambers 

AC PROPERTY SERVICES
All DIY and Carpentry Work including  

Patios, Decking, Fencing, Gardening etc.

Tel: 01353 863508  
Mob: 07708 280890

Email: anthony@tonwen.plus.com

Station Café
• Traditional British Food 
• All Day Brunch
• Lunch 
• Hot Drinks 
• Takeaway Available  
 
14B Station Road,  
Littleport, CB6 1QE 
01353 861863
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at Lg car sales Ltd

Lg MOTs
MOT  •  Servicing   •  Repairs   •  Sales 

We also supply and fit:

PExhausts    PTyres

PCambelts *    PClutches *

PAir Con Servicing  PTracking

PDiagnostics   PBatteries 

Collection and drop off service available
Loan car available for combined Service & MOT bookings *
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LG Car Sales.pdf   29/8/08   10:08:33
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LG Car Sales.pdf   29/8/08   10:08:33

01353 862999 
service@lgcarsales.co.uk 

www.lgcarsales.co.uk
* loan car subject to availability
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Our Services 

Corporation Tax  

Payroll 

 Limited Companies 

 General Tax Advice 

 Management Accounting 

 EC Sales Lists & Intrastat  

 Research & Development Tax Credits 

 VAT  

 Bookkeeping 

 Construction Industry Scheme 

Forecasting & Business Planning  

 Self-Assessment Tax Returns 

 Interim Support Staff Available 

 

Unit 14B E-Space North - 181 Wisbech Road – Littleport - Ely - Cambs - CB6 1RA 

Contact Us 
Your local friendly and accessible 
accountant.  We at Red Shoes Accounting 
Services are here to help. For more 
information please contact us at: 
 
Telephone: 01353 865368 
 
Email: info@redshoesaccounting.co.uk 
 
Website: www.redshoesaccounting.co.uk 
 

Qualified, Licensed & Fully Insured 

Our service is tailored to your needs and 
can include provision of:

•	� A dedicated accountant and face 
to face meetings

•	� Year-end accounts and all tax  
returns (VAT, PAYE, Corporation 	
Tax and Self Assessment)

•	 End-to-end bookkeeping

•	 Monthly management reports

•	 Online accounting

•	� Payroll services, including auto-		
enrolment

•	� Research and Development tax 		
credits

•	 Financial forecasting & credit 		
	 control

•	� Training & Interim support staff,  
if required
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KIM MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

Qualified Hairstylist

Hairdressing In The Comfort 
Of Your Own Home

Find me on Facebook for 
updates and occasional 

offers

Tel: 07770300199
Gift Vouchers Available


Flowers, balloons and accessories 

for all occasions
Free delivery in Littleport 

Wedding Quotes on request 
Flowersinlittleport.com 

flowersbychloeetc@gmail.com 

01353 863200
Shop open 10 -3 pm Monday to Friday 

2 Ponts Hill, Littleport, Ely, Cambs
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For all your plumbing and 
heating requirements

From a dripping tap or boiler breakdown to a 
new bathroom or central heating system

Please call Lee on 07960 222388  
or email LNWPlumbing@gmail.com

PIZZATOWN
100% Freshly Baked Pizza Every day

FREE DELIVERY 
4pm-11pm

01353 860860 
2 Granby Street Littleport CB6 1NE

Order online:  
www.pizzatownlittleport.com
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Tel: 01353 862900
Mob: 07867 793938
Email: info@twelectrical-services.co.uk
Web: twelectrical-services.co.uk

        3 The Brambles

Littleport
Ely

Cambs CB6 1XH
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 The only family owned funeral directors in Ely and Littleport  
 

R. J. PEPPER & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

An independent, family run business  
 
 
 
 

24 Hour Service 
 
 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Floral Tributes 
 

Personalised Pre-paid Funerals on request 
 

A very personal, caring and dignified  
Professional arrangement carried out with  

sympathy and understanding 
 

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals   
 

All enquires welcome 
 

Please contact: 
Richard or Mandy Pepper 

2, Ponts Hill , Littleport 
Ely, Cambs, CB6 1PZ 
Tel: 01353 860400 

 

All enquiries welcome
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Loach & Wade 
(optometrists) 
7 Granby Street, 

Littleport 

01353 862333 

Full eye examinations - 
digital photography included 

 

 
Contact lenses 

Evening appointments on 
request  

Wide range of frames  

Value for money prices 

Friendly & professional service 

NHS vouchers welcomed  

Children under 16 free  
selected frames  

Hours  
9.00 to 12.00 Tuesday to Friday 
2.30 to 5.30 Tuesday 
2.30 to 4.30 Friday 
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01353 809 719 
www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk 

MANUFACTURED 
IN THE UK

A ROOM viewWITH A

REPLACE  
ALL THE  

WINDOWS IN A 
TYPICAL 3 BEDROOM 
SEMI-DETACHED FOR 

AS LITTLE AS  

PER  
MONTH

£64.37

Representative example.  Cash price £5,809.96. NO DEPOSIT.  Total amount 
of credit £5,809.96.  Duration of agreement: 120 monthly payments of 
£64.37.  Rate of interest 3.2% pa variable.  5.9% APR representative.  Total 
amount payable £7,726.80.  Credit is subject to status and application.  
Frames Conservatories Direct Ltd is a credit broker (FRN 6687000) for the 
purpose of introducing the credit provided by Hitachi Personal Finance, 
a trading style of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC (Register no 704348).  Both are 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.



Glovers Autocentre
Chettisham Garage

Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs, CB6 1SA
FOR ALL YOUR CAR AND VAN REPAIRS 

DIAGNOSTIC CHECKS, INJECTOR REMOVAL, AIR 
CONDITIONING, TYRES, BATTERIES

SERVICING FROM £69.95 PLUS V.A.T. 
MOT Class 4,5,7 Motorhome MOTS and Taxi Tests

FREE COURTESY VEHICLE AVAILABLE 
(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

	 PHONE: 01353 664234		  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Van Sales
Call 01353 664234

Chettisham Garage, Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs. CB6 1SA

Excellent selection of stock.  
All vans are sold with 12 month MOT, 

Fully Serviced, 6 Month Warranty.

For full stock list with images and full details visit www.ggvs.co.uk

Practical Car and Van Rental
For Daily, Weekly Hire

CAR, SWB, LWB, LUTONS WITH TAIL LIFT 
TEL: 01353 662700.

www.practical.co.uk
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Flu Vaccinations
Our flu clinics will run in a slightly different way this year to ensure 
we maintain social distancing measures and protect our staff and 
patients. Flu jabs will be available by appointment only. 

Please do not arrive at the practice without an appointment as you 
will not be seen. 

Reminder about eligibility
  �Anyone aged 65 years and over.
  �People aged six months to under-65 years who are in risk 

groups.
  �Carers.
  �Pregnant women.
  �People living in care homes.
  �Children who are aged 2yrs to 11yrs on 31 August 2020 (but not 

12 years or older).
  �People who have compromised immune systems, and anyone in 

close contact with them.
  �Health and social care staff employed by a registered care 

home, registered domiciliary provider, or a hospice.
  �Please note people aged between 50-64 years might be offered 

vaccination if there are sufficient supplies available.

Vaccines will be available from October 2020 to March 2021. 
Please look out for an invitation; we will be contacting patients 

relating to their level of risk.
Details of flu clinics will be published on our website  

www.stgeorges-littleport.co.uk  
and Facebook page @StGeorgesMedicalCentre)

You can book an appointment via askmyGP  
or by calling 01353 864100.
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Useful Contacts
Cambs County Council General Enquiries 03450 455200

Highways Department Information 03450 455212

Street lighting Balfour Beatty 01954 233322

Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ely Branch 0844 2451292

East Cambs. Main Switchboard 01353 665555

District Council Out of hours emergencies 07710 978900

Report Fly Tipping Mark Mehaffey 01353 665555

Utilities – (Emergencies) Anglian Water 0845 7145145

EDF Energy Electricity 0800 7838838

Transco Gas 0800 111999

Medical N.H.S. Direct 0845 4647

Princess of Wales Hospital Main Switchboard 01353 652000

Dentist Reception 0844 3756454

Parish Council
Enquiries, Village Hall hire, 
Allotments

01353 860449

Police Enquiries / non urgent crime 101

Star Security Services Security Protection 07715 121890

Samaritans If you need help 0845 7909090

Schools Littleport Community Primary 01353 860235

Millfield Primary 01353 861612

MEDICAL CENTRE
Contact Details, Opening Hours and Clinics

St George’s Medical Centre is located at Parsons Lane, Littleport, CB6 1JU  
The Surgery telephone number is 01353 864100

Surgeries are by appointment only which can be booked by telephoning, 
attending in person or online (register for online services first). Ring before 10am 

for essential home visits. 

Monday to Friday 8.00am – 12.30pm 1.15pm – 6pm 
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED

For medical emergencies outside of normal surgery hours, call 999, or the 
surgery number 01353 864100 to be put through to the out of hours service.
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