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Hello and welcome to your winter edition 
of Littleport Life and all the groups and 
organisations that grace its pages every quarter 

are here. Then, again as usual, we turn the spotlight 
on just a few of the people and events that add to the 
positive aspects of living in Littleport.

The pandemic with its attendant necessary restrictions 
has severely curtailed all of these activities, but with an 
indomitable spirit, Littleport’s residents have refused 
to buckle under and you can see some of that determination here in your 
community magazine.

While we understand that many people, loved ones and friends have left  
this world in this past year, it’s my sad duty to tell you that Ted Harding a  
long-term committee member of this magazine has also gone. You will find  
a tribute from us on page 7.

Now when another of our number Iris Copsey passed away it didn’t seem 
right to look for someone else to provide us with those recipes Iris cooked 
up for us. But while our secretary Joy Tod (see her feature on one Littleport 
couple’s waterways adventures on page 42) was out delivering magazines 
she was asked why we didn’t have recipes any more. Joy spoke to me,  
and now we have a scrumptious one on page 11!

You don’t need me to remind you of the difficulties under which we have  
all been labouring during this pandemic – but the people of Littleport have 
really shown that wartime spirit and this is reflected in your winter issue of 
Littleport Life!

All your usual groups and organisations are here – to warm your hearts for 
this coming winter. Our contents page on page 6 lists all your favourites, 
and the advertisers without whose financial support you wouldn’t have a 
magazine are listed on the facing page. They deserve your support too so  
do use our lovely advertisers for your needs as much as you can! One good 
turn deserves another as they say!

On behalf of the Littleport Life Magazine Committee I wish you the best of 
seasons, as good a Christmas and festival of light as humanly possible and  
a New Year of hope and health.

Lyn

Welcome from the Editor
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Ted was a staunch 
supporter and committee 
member of Littleport Life 

magazine for many years.

His eagle eye scanned every 
page sent him to proofread 
until failing sight caused him 
to reluctantly cease that area 
of his voluntary work. Ted 
continued to receive the proof 
copies of the magazine before 
it was sent for printing so he 
could comment on the overall 

content and would arrive at 
the editor’s doorstep with his 
valued input.

Always community minded, 
Ted contributed to the life of 
his own part of Littleport, Little 
Ouse, both by distributing 
your favourite magazine in his 
neighbourhood and taking an 
active interest in all aspects 
of its life. And only recently in 
the days before his passing 
was manning the barricades 
protesting the proposed 
closure and imposition of 
swinging charges to cross it 
being placed on residents and 
farm traffic for the use of the 
legendary bridge linking Little 
Ouse and Brandon Bank.

Ted was interviewed by sundry 
news outlets including ITV 
Anglia News who broadcast 
him giving his opinion on 
October 24. In the manner to 

which we who were privileged to 
know him recognise, he stated 
emphatically, “I don’t think it 
should be closed and it’s going 
to split the community.”

The Littleport community 
 is what Ted Harding,  
Edward Frank Harding, the 
renowned Statistician and 
University Don who helped 
many students obtain their 
degrees and doctorates,  
cared so much about.

He will be sorely missed.

Lyn Gibb-de Swarte;  
the editor, Littleport Life, on 
behalf of all at Littleport Life 
past and present, and our 
esteemed readers.

Tribute to Littleport Life 
Stalwart Ted Harding
Ted Harding passed away on October 
30th after a long fight with illness.

Committee L-R front row: Ted Harding, Urn Clift, Lyn Gibb-de Swarte
L-R back row: Arthur Sole, Caline Roberts-Easey, Cathy Gibb-de Swarte, Nick Brown

Ted at a Christmas committee 
meeting! Cathy in Santa hat!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
 

The Parish Council would like to send a massive ‘THANK YOU’ to all those fantastic 
volunteers who have been coming to the aid of all residents of the Parish in various 
ways; from delivering hot meals on a Friday to those who are vulnerable or living on 
their own referred to us from other agencies, to shopping, prescription collection, 
weekly phone calls, random acts of kindness, pocket money stalls (the list is endless to 
be honest) and generally being there for one another during such an unprecedented 
time.

We have volunteers and those in receipt of help to send us their words about how they 
have found the whole experience and some parts of some of the comments that we 
received are below. 

Friends of the Woodland Garden Committee Chair

‘ In a time of increased new building and the dwindling of open green spaces, Littleport 
has a newly developed community garden: Peacocks Meadow. 

The people of Littleport have really taken this lovely green space to their hearts. It has 
been especially beneficial during the period of lockdown, which saw a huge increase in 
families and residents of all ages visiting this natural amenity. The garden is managed 
by a small group of volunteers. However, we struggled to negotiate the highly complex 
legal and financial issues associated with land use. This is where the Littleport Parish 
Council came to our aid. The PC have now leased the land on behalf of the community 
from Sanctuary Housing. The Parish Council has also taken on the role of ‘banker’ for 
our group, thus enabling us to pursue more substantial grant funding. Because the 
Parish Council effectively controls the space, we now have the benefit of coming under 
their Public Liability insurance too. In addition, the Parish Council also funds fuel costs 
for our mowers and strimmers. 
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Individual members of the council have also carried out huge improvements to the 
garden alongside our volunteers. Clive Webber has helped us to build pathways, 
benches, and a new ramp to facilitate disabled access. He has personally built beautiful 
planters for the community to use.  He has lent manpower, machinery and materials to 
us. Without his help and support we would not have been able to carry out this work.

The Parish Council have also been a source of invaluable advice. 

Peacocks Meadow is a community initiative to be proud of and we are immensely 
grateful for the support with have received from Littleport Parish Council since the 
garden was taken into community management 5 years ago. 

Littleport Independent Food Bank; A Volunteer’s Thoughts

‘The first half of 2020 has been very busy since lockdown. Working for the food bank 
hasn’t been easy, but it has its rewards when I see the smiles on the faces of stressed 
people when I leave them a bag. It had helped me know I have helped in a little way. 
We have been very lucky with the donations from the good people of Littleport, and 
that gives me the confidence to know what I am doing is a good thing. I suffer with 
depression myself but working with the food bank has taught me, there are people 
out there worse than myself. I live on my own, so it has helped me to still connect with 
other people at a safe distance. Elaine and Susan (Food Bank coordinators) keep in 
contact with me on a daily basis.’

Recipient of Hot Meals on a Friday for 10 weeks

‘To all at the Parish Council – Thank you so much for all the meals you have been 
delivering to me on Fridays. It is so nice to be remembered sometimes and you 
will never know how much the meals meant to me. They were delicious and much 
appreciated. Yours Truly.’

**********************************************************************

Many residents have been expressing an interest in continuing to volunteer in the 
community in some way, and we are very keen to set up a volunteering network. The 
Parish Council are currently working with the co-ordinators of the Covid Help and 
Support Group on a way forward. We are hoping to further develop the current Help 
and Support Group page so that we can post volunteering opportunities, training that 
is available to volunteers, and volunteer events where everyone can get together. 
The intention is also to build a distribution list of volunteers so that information and 
opportunities can be sent by email on a regular basis. 

If this is something you would be interested in, have any thoughts/ideas on 
volunteering, or would like information on setting up a new community group please 
contact us on clerk@littleportparishcouncil.gov.uk

This whole experience has proven that we are a fantastic community. THANK YOU 
again to everyone who has helped, and please remember that if you are in need of 
help there are volunteers still available to offer you support.
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The day finally arrived when Thomas 
Peacock, the founder of Hope Brothers 
factory was officially recognised for all that 
he did for his home village of Littleport.

Thanks are due to the family of his brother 
William (to whom he was very close) a 
plaque was presented as a gift to Littleport 
and unveiled by Valerie Beattie. Thomas 
was her great, great, great uncle.

The Whitfield Group, who purchased the 
factory after its final closure proceeded 
to convert it to luxury flats, they gave the 
Littleport Society permission to mount 
the plaque on the side of the building in 
White Hart lane. The weather was good 
and thankfully a very large crowd had 
assembled for the unveiling. I am sure 
Thomas would have appreciated every 
moment, from the Ely Town Crier, to the 
people dressed in Victorian costume 

including a Mary and 
Thomas look-a-like.

An opening speech 
was given by the Chairman Grenville 
Goodson, followed by Valerie Beattie who 
stated that before last November she 
knew very little about members of the 
Peacock family. She said that as a child 
she had heard mention of Hope Brothers 
but it meant nothing to her – until she and 
her partner John were looking through a 
box of items left by Valerie’s late mother, 
a postcard with an address on the back, 
which stated: Miss Flanders, Vanbrugh 
House, Victoria Street, Littleport. Valerie 
was aware of a Flanders connection and 
that was it, a jubilant Valerie contacted 
Bruce Frost, the information she received 
left her speechless and partner John was 
on the case. Vanbrugh House was one 
of the houses Thomas had built for family 

Maureen Scott tells us about the 
unveiling of the Thomas Peacock Blue 
Plaque Saturday, 4th June 2011
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In memory of  
Iris Copsey

The WI Christmas Cake 
Ingredients
• 200g Butter
• 200g moist Brown Sugar
• 5 Eggs
• 200g Plain Flour
• 200g Sultanas
• 300g Currants
• 50g Cherries
• 100g Chopped Peel
• ½ tsp Salt
• 2 tsp Black Treacle
• 50g ground Almonds
• ½ tsp Mixed Spice
• 1 tsp Baking Powder

Method
1.  Grease and line an 18cm round 

tin with three layers of greased 
greaseproof paper.

2.  Pre-heat oven to 170ºC or  
150ºC fan

3.  Cream butter and sugar.
4.  Beat in each egg separately with 

a teaspoon of flour.
5.  When the mixture is light add 

remainder of flour with baking 
powder, salt, spice and ground 
almonds and mixed fruit.

6.  Add warmed black treacle.
7.  Pour into tin. Turn oven 

temperature down to 150ºC when 
cake goes in for 2½ hours, then 
140ºC for 1 hour.

members and Amelia Flanders was found. 
The quest then started in earnest. Amazing 
when you think what finding one postcard 
can do.

The curtain was opened to loud clapping by 
the crowd who were then invited to partake 
of refreshments and view the exhibits in the 
Village Hall (formerly called the Constitutional 
Hall). Thomas would have been very proud 
and pleased at the venue, as he had a hand 
in building the hall.

The W.I. is to be commended on the super 
display of food, which not only looked 
good but tasted as good as it looked. A 
penny farthing cycle and another Victorian 
cycle were on display, kindly loaned by Mr 
and Mrs David and Beryl Smith. Attending 
were Mr and Mrs Colin and Margaret 
Bedford from the March cycle club, Mr and 
Mrs John Smith had a wonderful display 
of Victorian skates and lots of skating 
pictures, Mr Garth McGowen (Mac) was 
in charge of the bookstall. Mr Des Smith 
decorated the stage with a picture of 
Thomas in pride of place, in front of this 
were family photographs loaned by Valerie, 
the large bell and the later whistle that were 
used to call the employees to work. A very 
long family tree which made a lot of work 
for Mr Bruce Frost, and many artefacts 
from the Society archive which included 
wills, photos, recipes and information on 
the family. Thanks to Mr Des Smith and 
Mrs Ann Lightowlers for all their help. A 
cake was then cut by Valerie Beattie and 
Mr Whitfield.

It was a truly remarkable morning and 
enjoyed by all, such a joy to see so many 
interested people, in particular many of 
the former factory employees. It was great 
for them to get together, I think everyone 
will agree it all went like a dream; I would 
like to add my personal thanks to anyone 
who helped in any way and to everyone 
for attending, not forgetting those who 
donated photographs of the day.
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Littleport and District Flower Club
An update from Pam Hayes

It is a difficult time to put a report in for the 
Club! With all the problems of Covid we 
have not had any meetings to look back 

on, and none at present to look forward to 
and with the restrictions altering all the time 
we really at present cannot see any meetings 
being held until March or April of 2021.

The Committee organised a zoom meeting 
in October at which all of these problems 
were discussed.

We had anticipated having a meeting in 
January, which is not normal for the Club, 
but this will not happen now, and February 
will be out of the question for the AGM. 

The Programme for 2020, as you 
all know, was in place, and such 
Demonstrators as Barbara Collins, 
David Wright, Tim Meakin,  Brenda Tubb 
and  Lesley Beeton,  all old favourites of 
the Club were booked along with new 
Demonstrators  Lorraine Thompson, 
Vicki Hearse and Open Evening National 
Demonstrator Lorena Dyer.  It is hoped 
that some of these will be able to still come 
along in 2021.

The Committee hope that you have all 
been keeping safe and well and we are 

looking forward to when we can all be back 
at our Meetings and enjoying our flowers 
once again.

We are hoping our newsletter or something 
similar will be put out in December so that 
you all know the present position.

As usual if you need any more information 
please Contact Sue Constable the 
Secretary on 01353 861012 or Carol 
Weyman the Chair on 01353 360289
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Once upon a time lots of ice speed 
skaters, bandy playing enthusiasts 
and thousands who just loved skating, 
including watching skating too, crowded 
into Littleport when the water on the 
Moors was frozen…

How did this come about? A keen fen 
skater, Thomas Peacock, had accrued a 
tidy fortune in lands and towns far away, 
and came home to Littleport to put his 
money to good use.

Opening a garment factory in 1882,  

Most fairy stories begin with once upon a time, but this is no fairy story 
although it begins with that time-honoured phrase and ends with another, 
expressing a hoped-for ‘and they lived happily ever after!’ 

Writes Lyn Gibb-de Swarte

he enabled the women and girls of 
his village to come in from the fields 
where they had always laboured for little 
recompense, to another less brutal way of 
earning a proper wage.

The building overlooked a field next to 
the Littleport railway station, called the 
Moors, 28 acres of flood plain. Thomas 
decided to buy the lease in 1891 and to 
deliberately flood it in the freezing winter 
to create a specially designated skating 
ground. Until then the local river and 

Bandy and speed skating champion CG Tebbutt 
on the Moors in 1893

Littleport and an  
old skater’s dream  
of an outdoor ice stadium!

Ice Stadium open for general public

Norway and this uncovered stadium has weather 
similar to ours
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dykes had been the site of racing events 
and recreational activities.

The neighbouring village of Welney and 
famous Welney Wash had always hosted 
races that many of its sons and daughters 
had raced on and won. And all over the 
fens there was good skating when the ice 
set solid enough, made famous too by 
the bandy players of Bluntisham on Berry 
or Bury Fen who had not only done well 
in the league matches organised by the 
National Bandy Association, but became 
champions abroad as well!

The Littleport Skating Association, that was 
also a member and had a team playing in 
the NBA’s league, enjoyed hosting all the 
events on the Moors. The first big race was 
held there in January 1892.

Only 3 years later, in 1895, Littleport’s 
benefactor died suddenly. At least he 
had had the pleasure of seeing Littleport 
become a skating Mecca with thousands 
coming to the village by rail from London 
and Lynn for that first and subsequent 
events on the prepared ice ground.

The last races took place in 1912 and 
the outbreak of the 1914 war seemed to 
also signal an end to organised skating in 
Littleport.

When skating and racing became a 
possibility again after 1918, Welney once 
again became the primary venue for 
Littleport skaters, and general skating and 
racing took place whenever the winter 

frosts permitted across the fen region 
under the auspices of the Fen Centre that 
was always recognised as the  governing 
body for outdoor skating. It is affiliated to 
the British Ice Skating organisation that 
was originally called the National Skating 
Association set up in Cambridge in 1897 
ostensibly and primarily to establish an 
amateur v professional set of rules that 
also forbade betting on race results etc., 
and the giving of prizes of monetary value 
and substance. 

A new initiative following Thomas 
Peacock and the old Littleport Skating 
Association’s lead has been started by 
Lyn Gibb-de Swarte who 5 years ago 
consulted with Littleport architectural 
designer Ian Rose to draw up plans for a 
stadium with a 400 meter track for speed 
skating and a 100 x 60 meter inner ice 
pad for Bandy matches.

So far there has been much stirring of 
interest in the media both broadcast and 
print - but no funding forthcoming.

This area of artificially frozen ice the 
size of a football pitch with a running 
track round it covered over or more 
cheaply uncovered would so benefit the 
community in every way, economically 
and socially and put Littleport back 
where it belongs on the skating map of 
the world. Why not join the effort and 
message Lyn on Facebook or email 
revlyn@btinternet.com Together we can 
make it a real  happy ever after story.  

Silver medal for GB Bandy National Team World 
Champs Group B 2019 Speedskaters practice
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The Littleport Society gives you 
a look into the past glories and 
fascinating facts about the village!

The Littleport Skating Club 
advertised the first race for 
their Littleport Challenge 
Cup for the 23rd December 
1892. The Fifty Guinea 
Challenge Cup was made 
of solid silver, weighed 100 
ounces, and was two feet 
three inches in height and 
seventeen inches wide. 
Anyone winning the cup 
three times in succession 
was to be declared outright 
winner and owner of the 
splendid trophy.

The Club also offered a 
Twenty Guinea Cup. This 
was also solid silver and 
weighed 42 ounces and 
stood fourteen inches in 
height. There was also a 
Ten Guinea Cup and two 
Five Guinea Cups.

On the day of the race 
3,127 person passed the 
turnstiles – 2249 gentlemen 
and 878 ladies. All 
necessary preparation had 
been made for the comfort 
of the spectators, including 
refreshment places for 
intoxicants and non-
intoxicants. The Challenge 
Cup race was run over a 
distance of one and half 

miles with five turns, and 
run against the clock.

Of the sixteen competitors 
four came from Welney 
including James and 
Jarman Smart. There 
was one competitor 
from Littleport, James 
Sparrow, but his poor 
time disqualified him in the 
first heat. In the final heat 
James Smart beat Fred 
Ward of Tydd Fen by just 
20 seconds to win the cup 
and the £10 prize.

The next race for the 
Challenge Cup was 
advertised to be run in 
December 1893. However, 
the weather did not permit 
it to be contested until a 
deep freeze on the 8th 
January 1894. Amongst 
the 42 competitors was 
a stranger by the name 
of Henrick Lindahl, who 
came from Redditch, near 
Birmingham.

Henrick Lindahl was born 
in 1869 in Harmarstift, 
Norway. His skating career 
began in 1887, in a one 
mile race in Gjovick which 
he easily won and was 

Chair of the Society Roger Rudderham tells us about: 
Henrick Lindahl And The Littleport Challenge Cup

awarded a silver cup. He 
went on to win many more 
races, becoming Amateur 
Champion of Norway in 
1890 and 1891. In 1891 
a match was arranged 
between him and Harold 
Hagen, the Norwegian 
Professional Champion 
over a distance of five 
miles, and Lindahl beat 
him by just one second. 
Shortly after this Lindahl 
married an English girl, and 
they came to England and 
settled in Redditch, where 
Henrick earned a living 
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as a plumber. He had not 
entered a race in England 
until he was tempted by 
an advertisement for the 
race at Littleport for the 
Challenge Cup.

Henrick Lindahl had been 
in Littleport five days before 
the race practising on the 
course, whereas, James 
Smart, the holder of the 
cup, arrived only two hours 
before the race was to 
start, not knowing what a 
formidable rival he had in 
the Norwegian. A crowd of 
3,444 persons assembled 
onto the ice to witness the 
great contest, and they 
were not disappointed. In 
an exciting final Lindahl 
beat Smart by 20 seconds 
to walk off with the Fifty 
Guinea Cup. A nasty 
rumour later circulated 
around the town that 
Smart had offered Lindahl 
£25 if he would let him 
win. Both men, however, 
strongly denied any truth in 
the slander.

In 1895 the Littleport 
Skating Club organised 
the race for the Challenge 
Cup on the 9th February, 
when forty-eight entries 
were accepted, including 
James Smart, and the 
holder of the cup, Henrick 
Lindahl. The weather was 
very severe, but, none-
the-less, 3,700 people 
passed the turnstiles, 
with the expectation of 
once again witnesses the 
battle of the champions, 
although Lindahl was 
the favourite to win. Four 
competitors qualified for 
the final round the first 
heat of which must have 
been what the spectators 
had been hoping for a 
match between Smart and 
Lindahl. Both men got off 
to a good start, but Smart 
soon gained a lead of two 
yards, and by the finish his 
lead had increased to five 
yards, and he was cheered 
loudly as he passed the 
finish. The big surprise 

however, was the second 
heat of the final contest by 
Fred Ward, of Tydd Fen, 
and Walter Housden of 
Upware. Fred Ward beat 
Housden by 35 yards, and 
as the competitors had 
raced against the clock, 
Fred Ward had completed 
the course in the shortest 
time and was declared the 
winner, and walked off with 
the trophy, leaving Smart in 
second place and Lindahl 
in a disappointing third.

Henrick Lindahl fared 
even worse in 1897. The 
race was held on the 27th 
January, and although 
the ice was not in a very 
good condition, Lindahl 
had raced well and 
qualified for the final heats. 
In his final heat Lindahl 
met his match, and was 
vanquished by Joe Bates, 
a Lancashire lad, who 
completed the course in 
the shortest time and won 
the Cup. Lindahl’s poor 
time pushed him into fourth 
place. He attributed his 
poor time to the fact that 
“he was running on the left 
hand side of the course 
whilst he has been used 
to the right, which enabled 
him to turn better.”

The next race for the 
Challenge Cup was held on 
Saturday 16th December 
1899. A thaw had set 
in and there was some 
water on the surface of 
the ice. The poor condition 
of the course may have James Smart with T. Wells racing at Littleport
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accounted for the low 
number of entrants, only 
19. Never-the-less there 
was some good matches, 
but, the big surprise was 
the defeat of Cup holder, 
Joe Bates, in the second 
round, leaving it relatively 
easy for Lindahl to take the 
trophy in the final.

The Challenge Cup race 
was not held again until 
1901, when many of the 
old champions, including 
James Smart, George 
Smart, Fred Ward, and 
Henrick Lindahl entered the 
race. The ice was rough, 
and many were of the 
opinion that the course had 
been incorrectly measured 
out and was well under the 
one mile and a half, never-
the-less, the race went 
ahead. Although Lindahl 
was in top form, he found a 
strong opponent in his old 
adversary, Joe Bates, who 
won the trophy, putting 

Lindahl into second place. 
In the following year the 
race was held on the 13th 
February which proved 
unlucky for Lindahl, as he 
was once again defeated 
by Joe Bates.

Henrick Lindahl did not 
enter for the next three 
Challenge Cup races held 
in 1903, 1905, and 1907, 
but was back in top form 
in 1908. The race was held 
on the 14th January, and 
was attended by about 
2,000 spectators. A thaw 
had set in the previous 
night which had damaged 
the ice, parts of which were 
covered by surface water 
Although these conditions 
were not good for the 
skaters, some exciting 
racing was witnessed. 
Lindahl, although now 45 
years of age, “skated with 
all his accustomed grace 
and style and negotiated 
the turns splendidly,” and 

in the final won the Cup 
with ease.

The following year the race 
was held on 29th January, 
when a large number of the 
best Fen skaters entered 
the competition. Lindahl 
was there to fight to retain 
the Cup and was once 
again in fine form, but he 
had fierce competition form 
Sid Greenhall, the British 
Professional Champion. 
To the great excitement of 
the spectators Lindahl and 
Greenhall were matched 
for the final heat. Both 
men got off the mark well, 
but Greenhall soon gained 
a slight lead. As the gap 
between them closed at 
the third turn, Lindahl fell. 
He quickly recovered and 
soon got back into his 
stride. The mishap had, 
however, given Greenhall 
several yards lead, and 
Lindahl could not make up 
the lost ground, and was 
beaten by ten yards.

There were no further races 
for the Challenge Cup 
until 1912, which proved 
to be the last race run for 
the splendid silver trophy. 
Henrick Lindahl did not 
compete, and the Cup was 
won by Charles Brett of 
Wisbech. The trophy which 
was never won three times 
in succession by the same 
person, subsequently 
disappeared. Does anyone 
know where the Littleport 
Skating Club trophies are?
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There is a building as you go into the 
grounds of the Littleport Leisure 
complex on Camel Road just behind 

the beacon.
Its doors face the field and its own car 
park area, so you may not even really 
notice it – unless of course you are part of 
the thriving Littleport scout and guiding 
activities that take place there!
As the autumn drew to a close, the Hut – 
that’s what it’s fondly called, was broken 
into and vandalised not once but twice in 
a short space of time.
Although there is nothing of material 
resale value in there and as Committee 
member Dan Seaman remarked “perhaps 
they needed the crayons and glitter” 
steps were immediately taken to secure 
the Hut against any further ingress!
First off the building was made secure 
with the help of Paul from Bargate 
Locksmiths, assisted by Stuart Palmer of 

Fenland Spirit Services and some of the 
scouting and guiding community with 
parts for the jobs supplied by Gordon 
Harrison and Port Plumbing.
There were new wheelchair accessible 
security doors measured to be fitted by 
Paul aided by the ever-willing Stuart,  
and the insurance mostly covered it bar 
the excess.
Shunted unceremoniously into the 
vandal-ridden needful of surveillance 
21st century, CCTV has also been set up!
The company called Fenland Fire checked 
on the fire extinguishers too.
The Hut’s coffers have been swelled by 
generous donations from the Littleport 
Parish Council and the Ely Cricket Club!
And the Hut Committee are looking to 
replace the flooring.
All in all the Hut committee have been even 
busier than usual in advance of this winter. 

Scout and Guide 
Hut News!
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Scouting has resumed in Littleport! 
Of course, it was a lot of work and 
planning to ensure the safety of 

young people and their leaders, so at the 
time of writing meetings have been held 
online via Zoom calls – but they have 
been a hit!
“We’ve toasted marshmallows, played 
bingo, been on safari and held a magic 
show” says Beaver Scout Leader 
Susannah Webb, known to the Beavers 
as Chestnut. “The children have 
responded really well – I think they enjoy 
the fact that even although it’s through 
Zoom, it's still interactive and interesting.”
Meanwhile, the Cubs have enjoyed 
a scavenger hunt where they had to 
decode a message and then find that 
household item in their home, a team 
quiz, and games of ‘Guess who?’ and 
‘Battleships’.
The Scouts had their brain power tested 
in a quiz, and they also had a brilliant time 
cooking the same 15-minute meal in their 
respective kitchens (the feedback was 
“yummy!”).
“Meeting online has presented us with 
challenges but we’re able to use the 
technology to bring new activities to our 
members,” says Cub Scout Leader Dan 
Seaman, known to Cubs as Akela. “We’re 
trying to make sure our online sessions 
are enjoyable, social and don’t feel like 
an extension of school. It’s great to be 
Scouting and seeing the children again; 
they tell us they’re enjoying themselves, 
which makes it worthwhile.”
“Mackenzie has really enjoyed getting back 
into Beavers,” agrees mum Karen. “He 
especially loved the campfire sing-song – 
he is still singing the songs weeks later!”

Mum Samantha says that her Cub Scout 
daughter was worried about joining a 
Zoom meeting at first: “Caitlin was very 
anxious the first week, but we persevered 
and now she loves it!”
Of course, some children don’t feel 
comfortable joining the online sessions, 
so the leaders are hoping face-to-face 
meetings can happen sooner rather than 
later so everyone gets to enjoy Scouting 
again, but the priority is obviously to keep 
everyone safe. 
“It is a difficult time for everyone,” says 
Susannah. “But at least the Zoom 
sessions allow us to give the children 
the opportunity to learn something new, 
see their friends and have some much-
needed fun, which is what we all need at 
the moment.”
If you want to join Scouting or know of 
a child who does, please get in touch 
with Group Scout Leader Julie Double at 
info@1stlittleportscoutgroup.org.uk

The Scout and Guide Hut suffered 
two acts of vandalism in October, 
which were reported to the police. 
Unfortunately, funds that would 
have been spent on the young 
people have had to be used to cover 
insurance excesses to pay for the 
damage. The Hut Committee and 
Scout Group would like to thank all 
those who have helped repair the 
damage, some of whom offered 
their services for free:
Harrison Gordon 
Port Plumbing 
Fenland Spirit Services 
Paul Barham

Scouts and Guides say -
We’re back!
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As you know from reading our article in 
the previous Littleport Life magazine 
we re-opened our doors to welcome 

you all back on the 1st August. We are 
pleased to say that many familiar faces have 
returned to resume their fitness regime. We 
have also welcomed many new faces and 
new friendships have been formed.

We pride ourselves as always on the 
importance of maintaining a clean and safe 
environment especially during these difficult 
times. There is nothing more pleasing than 
hearing your views on how we are achieving 
this:

“Very clean, I feel really safe” – Jo

“Great use of space in the three rooms” 
– Louise

“I feel safer coming to the Gym than I do 
going to the local shops” – Sophie H

“I was worried to come back but feel 
there’s lots of space and it’s so clean” – 
Mark

“The best Gym around” – Sophie T

We know that we are doing all that we 
should be to follow the current government 
guidelines but it is always nice when this is 
noticed by our members and for them to 
take the time to tell us.

So now you feel comfortable in the Gym 
environment why not come back and try 
our classes? These are all held in spacious 

rooms, some outside and social distancing 
is maintained throughout. Here is a brief 
description of what each class entails so 
that you can easily find the best class to suit 
your needs:

Hiit – Wednesday 6:00pm to 6:30pm - 
£3.50 
Hiit has many different forms but essentially 
involves a period of working hard, followed 
by a period of much lower intensity or 
complete rest. Bodyweight exercise features 
heavily in Hiit classes as do weighted 
exercises. Hiit can help to increase fat burn, 
improve stamina and you could become 
fitter than ever. This is a short, sharp burst of 
exercise with the class lasting 30 minutes.

Bootcamp – Tuesday’s and Fridays 
10:30am to 11:15am - £6.00 
Bootcamps combine strength and cardio 
exercises for a full-body burn. The class 
is generally held outdoors and it will get 
your heart pumping, make you sweat and 
challenge your muscles. The bootcamp is 
in a similar style to Hiit but the workouts are 
longer and there is more of a rest period 
between rounds. 

Circuits – Thursday 6:00pm to 7:00pm 
and 7:00pm to 8:00pm – £6.00 
Circuit training is a fast-paced class in which 
you do one exercise for 30 seconds to 5 
minutes. Normally you would then move to 
another work station, but under the current 
guidelines each participant is given their 

THE TEAM AT LITTLEPORT 
LEISURE WELCOME YOU!
BACK TO CLASS
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own area with all the equipment they need, 
within it. Your core piece of equipment will 
be either a cross Trainer, a Bike or a Rowing 
Machine. Circuits help you to learn new 
exercises which will challenge your body. 
They help to increase your strength and 
aerobic fitness while burning lots of calories. 
The sessions may differ each week and core 
sessions may be added.

Yoga – Friday 10:30am to 11:30am - 
£6.00 
Our Yoga class is for beginners, 
intermediate’s and the advanced. Yoga 
is a safe and effective form of exercise 
to increase physical activity, especially 
strength, flexibility and balance. You 
will learn how to stretch and tone your 
whole body. You will be taught relaxation 
techniques to help deal with stress, to help 
you think more clearly and to improve your 
mental wellness, as well as helping with 
your overall health and fitness. 

Boogie Bounce – Returning soon 
Boogie Bounce is a complete exercise 
programme completed on a mini trampoline. 
You begin with a cardio section, followed by 
a toning section which works your bums, 

tums and thighs. Every muscle in your body 
is worked, even the facial muscles. Boogie 
Bounce uses techniques to maximise the 
most effective fat burning process in the 
cardio section, whilst using the pliable 
surface of the mat to perform a range of 
core stability exercises. This class has many 
health benefits such as;

• Full Body Workout
• Massive calorie burn and weight loss
• Relieves stress and increases metabolism
• Low impact on joints and ligaments
• Reduces cellulite
• Suitable for all ages, shapes and sizes

If after reading this article you are still 
unsure about taking that step and returning 
to class, please know that you are more 
than welcome to call in and we will gladly 
show you our current layout. We totally 
understand the apprehension that some 
people feel and sometimes it is better to see 
for yourself. All we ask is that you call 01353 
373800 to book a time which is convenient 
for both parties.

We look forward to seeing you soon

Adam, Aimee, Clare, Kevin and Tanya 
Your Littleport Leisure Team
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Modern life has always had the ability to 
bring out the emotional side of each of 
us, and never more so than now, with its 

uncertainties and the ever-changing scenarios, 
and anxieties prevalent at this time. We have 
all been in situations where our emotions have 
got the better of us and led us to do things 
that weren’t, how shall we put it, ‘in our best 
interests’. We have all, I am sure, said or written 
something (the indignant, hastily composed 
email comes to mind) or done something that 
wasn’t, in the end, that helpful. Sometimes our 
emotions get the better of us. An important part 
of how we process emotions resides in a part of 
the brain called the amygdala and so, when we 
are taken over by our emotions and literally ‘act 
before thinking’, we are experiencing, what has 
been termed ‘emotional hijacking’. This phrase 
has been used by an American researcher and 
psychologist, Daniel Goleman who in his book 
‘Emotional Intelligence’ reported his research 
findings that ‘emotional intelligence’ (which 
he termed EQ, which stands for ‘emotional 
quotient’) is more of a factor in later success 
than ‘intelligence’, or IQ (‘intelligence quotient’). 
His famous phrase that EQ matters more than 
IQ is an important finding. We all know people 
who have been successful because they are 
able to get on with others, they are able to 
relate, to listen, to empathise. We also know 
that these people are often happier and more 
content with their lives. Never more so than 
now do we need to have resilience, tolerance, 
empathy and kindness. 

It is not easy to cultivate these virtues in the 
young of today, buffeted, as they are, by social 
media trolls, media negativity and changing 
landscapes in which the old certainties are, 
for certain, left behind. So, how can we 
help them? One way, of course is to be the 
example. I think President Obama said once 
in a speech of his, ‘Be the difference you 
want to see’, which is a nice way of putting it. 
Also, schools and educational programmes, 
socialising and being part of social activities 
clearly helps. So, it turns out, does reading. 

Neil Gaiman (English author) said this of reading; 
‘Fiction gives us empathy: it puts us inside the 
minds of others, gives us the gifts of seeing 

Learning Matters…
the world through their eyes. Fiction is a lie that 
tells us true things, over and over’. Research 
has shown that frequent and regular reading 
of fiction can help to develop important EQ 
skills, especially empathy. Empathy is the ability 
to understand the feelings of another- a very 
important part of the EQ toolbox (and some 
would say a key litmus test of it) if we don’t 
understand the feelings of another, how can we 
possibly be able to communicate with them. 
How can we relate? How can we understand 
their point of view and use it constructively? 
Reading helps by giving readers insights into 
thought processes, through patterns, reasons, 
motives, behaviours, actions and consequences 
and as such is a vital educative tool. And the 
relevance of it applies to all ages, however for 
those still at school here is how we can use 
fiction with our children:

o  Insist on daily reading
o Read to your child
o Model the reading habit
o  Insist that children choose books they love 

and characters they respond to
o  Discuss how and why characters behave in 

certain ways
o Discuss and talk about dilemmas
o Join/create book circle
o  To discuss and broaden of emotional 

vocabulary

A great source of ideas and inspiration is www.
empathylab.uk- have a look for some great 
ideas!

In the last ‘Learning Matters’ article for Littleport 
Life I wrote about how we can use reading 
to ‘grow a brain’. In this article I am arguing 
that we should embrace reading as a way of 
developing our emotional skills, in effect we can 
help reading to help us to ‘nourish our hearts’.

Hearts and minds…in this ever-changing 
world, and especially during these times 
of increased social restrictions, isn’t there 
something reassuring about knowing that 
sometimes, the old technology is the best and 
that reading really does have it all!

David Barker
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The academic year 2019/2020 will go 
down as the strangest in educational 
history. We started the year with such 

high hopes for Year 9, pushing on to choosing 
Options and then finishing the year ready to 
start their GCSEs. Then, on March 20th, we 
closed our doors and online/home learning 
started, and then slowly it became clear that 
we would not re-open until September; we 
wouldn't see the majority of our students for 
six months! At that point, all sorts of people 
published articles and papers about the 
'recovery curriculum' and how schools must 
consider the psychological effect of lockdown 
on students. We read all of them and then we 
planned how we would support students not 
only with their gaps in knowledge but also with 
their mental health. Little did we know how 
determined and resilient our students are...

On September 7th we welcomed our new 
Year 7s into LECA for the first time, taking 
the student numbers up to 460. They had had 
no transition days and as they walked across 
the campus in bright sunshine it must have 
felt so daunting for many of them. I also know, 
having spoken to a number of parents at the 
'gate', that many of them looked and sounded 
more scared than their children. That's not a 
criticism; it was perfectly natural. Nearly all of 
the transition work we would normally do in 
person had been done by email and nothing 
replaces face to face conversations. Needless 
to say Year 7 had a great first day. They had the 
whole school to themselves and most of the 

students I saw at 3pm were smiling and happy.

The following day we welcomed back Year 10 
and the next day we had all four year groups 
on site. This staggered approach seemed to 
work well. We had worked hard all through 
the summer to create a safe, COVID- secure 
environment and the systems, with a few small 
tweaks, worked really smoothly. The students, 
as always, behaved impeccably too and that 
made the whole thing work even better. In 
the summer, they had got used to one-way 
systems, face-coverings, sanitising and hand 
washing so the new routines were quickly 
adapted without a fuss. The government talked 
frequently about a 'new normal' and that is 
what it has become. The students, it has to be 
said, have been absolutely brilliant.

Teaching with COVID restrictions is hard. 
We're not allowed to mix with the students 
and so we teach from behind a safety line 
at the front of the class. Old-school some 
might say. But we're not an old school. We're 
a modern school and we love working 
collaboratively with our students, working in 
groups, talking, debating, feeding back. Most of 
this can be done from the front but it's not as 
good. We like to be 'in amongst them' but we 
can't do that at the moment. Hopefully that 
time will come next year. All that being said, 
we've asked our teachers to be more creative 
than ever and they have really stepped up to 
the plate. The students are, for the most part, 
happy and enjoying being back at school. It is, 
after all, where they all belong.

Update from Principal Scott Gaskins
LITTLEPORT AND EAST CAMBS ACADEMY

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 23



Littleport Community  
Primary School News

With the classrooms back 
at full capacity, the school 
environment now feels very 

much like it did at Littleport Community 
Primary School at this same point 
in 2019. The biggest differences are 
the safety routines we have in place 
to combat the spread of COVID-19. 
At the time of writing this, we have 
had children back in classrooms on 
a full time basis for 6 weeks and the 
school is full of smiles on the faces of 
children and staff alike. Children are 

pleased to see their classmates and 
have settled back so amazingly well 
into expectations, which has resulted 
in impressive learning across the whole 
school. Yes, there have been some 
challenges within the early stages, 
especially with children’s resilience 
and stamina but week on week I am 
celebrating the perseverance of pupils 
as part of our virtual ‘Learner of the 
Week’ assemblies.

I have included some photographs  
of the fantastic artwork taking place 

Headteacher’s Message 

24 |    Littleport Life



across the school as part of our class 
birds project:

Good News: Music Mark 
Award – Mr Clark, Deputy 
Headteacher 
The creative subjects are really 
important to us here at LCPS and 
form an integral part of our curriculum 
and wider school life. We were 
therefore delighted to be nominated 
by Cambridgeshire Music to be a 
Music Mark school for this academic 
year. The Music Mark is an award that 
recognises a school’s commitment to 
music and music education and can 
only be awarded through nomination by 
the local music hub. We were therefore 
really pleased that Cambridgeshire 
Music recognised our commitment to 
this vital subject. Not only does music 
open up a new world to children, but 
recent studies also show that music 
lessons improve children’s concentration 
and memory which is great for the 
learning in general. We are looking 
forward to seeing how we can develop 
music even further in the coming year!

Come and Join Us - School 
Governor Vacancy 
School Governors play an important 
part in helping schools improve. We 
currently have a governor vacancy and 

we are reaching out to the community to 
see if you would be interested in joining 
our team! This is a crucial time to be a 
school governor, with the education of 
children being disrupted due to a global 
pandemic and the local community of 
Littleport growing. Governors do not 
need to be experts to tackle the range of 
responsibilities expected of them. Help, 
advice and training are available along 
with a thorough induction programme. If 
you would like to find out more or to be 
considered, please contact our school 
office on 01353 860235. 

Closing Reflections 
I would be lying if I said that having 
to operate a full school under COVID 
conditions has been easy – far from 
it! Daily operations are very much 
reactive and it can be truly challenging, 
especially not knowing if a member 
of staff may have to self-isolate due 
to a member of their household 
displaying COVID symptoms. However, 
I couldn’t do it without the outstanding 
support of the staff and the whole 
school community, which includes the 
parents and carers who have been so 
understanding throughout all of this. 

As a school, we continue to educate 
(face-to-face and virtually where 
necessary!), support both educationally 
as well as emotionally and nurture the 
children and families we serve to ensure 
that our pupils reach their full potential 
and ‘spread their wings and fly!’.

Adam Rivett 
Headteacher, Littleport Community 
Primary School 
Director of East Cambs and Fenland 
Associate Research School
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Millfield 
School

Millfield Nursery update

This has been such an exciting venture 
for the School and local community. Our 
Nursery opened on September 11th and 
I have to say has been an absolute joy 
from day 1. 

The Nursery staff made home visits prior 
to the children starting and parents and 
children were invited for taster sessions 
before their ‘proper’ start date. This 
enabled parents and staff to get to know 

each other and for children to become 
familiar with the setting, so easing any 
anxieties…for parents perhaps more than 
for the children! 

The children have settled amazingly and 
I know parents have been delighted, 
and perhaps relieved, that their children 
just love coming! We chose to have 
an optional ‘uniform’ of a polo shirt 
and sweatshirt/cardigan which are the 
reverse of our main school colours and 
it’s so interesting to see that, over time, 
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As I write this, school has been fully open 
since the start of this academic year 
which, after lockdown followed by the 
summer holidays is great- a long time 
coming! 

Understandably, prior to the new school 
year starting, there was a lot of concern 
about the impact of the lockdown on 
children- progress in their learning and 
in relation to their mental health. I can 
honestly say, the children have been 
fantastic! They have adjusted well to 
the new arrangements in school around 
handwashing, where they can play/
where they can’t, staggered lunchtimes 
etc etc and in many ways, although 
classroom organisation of tables, pens, 
pencils etc is a little different, there 
is much more that is the same as it’s 
always been. Afterall, they are the same 
children and learning is learning.

I have to say a huge thank you to our 
parents who have generally taken a very 
reasonable and understanding stance 
as we try to make things work- such 
as which children will use which gates, 
where to meet your child at the end 
of the day so that people are socially 
distanced. It hasn’t been easy to ‘get 
things right’ but parents’ understanding 
has made it less stressful than it might 
have been.

We welcome 4 new members of staff 
this year. Ms Clough has joined us as our 
specialist music teacher which is such 
a joy. For some time now we have been 
working to improve our music provision 
and so having Ms Clough as a permanent 
member of the team will make such 
a difference; I know that she and Ms 
Taylor, who teaches piano, singing and 
woodwind to individuals, will no doubt 

Millfield 
School

Millfield Nursery update

This has been such an exciting venture 
for the School and local community. Our 
Nursery opened on September 11th and 
I have to say has been an absolute joy 
from day 1. 

The Nursery staff made home visits prior 
to the children starting and parents and 
children were invited for taster sessions 
before their ‘proper’ start date. This 
enabled parents and staff to get to know 

each other and for children to become 
familiar with the setting, so easing any 
anxieties…for parents perhaps more than 
for the children! 

The children have settled amazingly and 
I know parents have been delighted, 
and perhaps relieved, that their children 
just love coming! We chose to have 
an optional ‘uniform’ of a polo shirt 
and sweatshirt/cardigan which are the 
reverse of our main school colours and 
it’s so interesting to see that, over time, 
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be planning some type of 
musical celebration for later 
in the year! Ms Newman 
joins us as a class teacher in 
lower key stage 2 and she’s 
fitted in so well, that already 
her other team members feel 
as though she’s been here 
longer than she actually has. 
The same can be said of Ms 
Blythe who has joined as a 
reception class teacher; what 
is so lovely is that Ms Blythe, 
an experienced early years 
teacher, had heard through 
the Local Authority, about 
Ms Hopkins’ exceptional 
practice as an early years 
leader and the outstanding 
reception provision here at 
Millfield and she really wanted 
to work here and be part 
of that. Ms Sampson has 
joined us as our new Family 
Support Adviser; she has 
considerable experience of 
working with families and also 
around developing mental 
resilience in children, so we 
are fortunate to have her.

Usually I am able to share 
with you some of the lovely 
experiences that the children 
have had on school trips and 
from having people in to visit. 
However currently we are not 
able to do this. As always, 
staff in school work tirelessly 
to provide rich and exciting 
learning opportunities for our 
children and hopefully the 
photos will indicate that this 
hasn’t changed!
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Littleport Rangers FC was 
established in 2009 and has gone 
from strength to strength, seeing 

100’s of members over the years, 
teams a plenty from academy to league 
champions. We currently have five teams 
over three age groups who compete 
in mini soccer and colts leagues within 
the Cambs FA. We are and maintain 
our Chartered standard accreditation 
with fully qualified coaches within each 
team. We are run by volunteers and 
rely on local businesses to sponsor 
kits and equipment. Our age ranges 
currently are U9-U13. (Yr4-yr8). We 
have enquiries all the time about new 
members and age groups for which we 
cannot cater. We would welcome some 
more willing volunteers to take up the 
reins and start up a new academy team 

to keep the youngsters 
of Littleport and 
surrounding areas in football whilst 
maintaining a safe environment for 
all. We’re spread over three evenings 
(Tues-Thurs) for training and our match 
days are Saturdays. Home and away, 
all weathers. Think you’ve got what 
it takes? Want to have a look? Have 
a child, boy or girl, grandchild, niece, 
nephew? All welcome regardless of age 
or ability. 5+ for insurance purposes and 
new coach volunteer dependant. Within 
our ranks we have a highly experienced 
FFF (Football Fun Factory) coach in 
Nathan Mitchell who’s dedication and 
experience is invaluable to all under him. 
Go on, do it, make that choice. Contact 
Katie Pendle for all enquiries: 
lrfc-secretary@hotmail.co.uk

Littleport Rangers U12 Navy. Proudly sponsored by Rumbles Fish bar and JG Electrical. We’ve had 
a good start to the season with a maximum 9 points from our opening 3 games. The team has been 
running for a little over 6 years with players coming and going. We have spaces available for boys or 
girls in year 7 who have a drive and passion for the game. Tuesday training with Saturday match days. 
Come and create friendships of a lifetime, learn a bit, keep active and maybe, just maybe enjoy yourself.

Littleport Rangers 
Littleport Plays a Good Game!
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The U9s were desperate to get back into action following a long lay off. This season we have a full 
squad of 14 players welcoming 4 new super stars to the team. They have put in lots of work since 
returning to training and the benefits are shown on and off the pitch. They are creating a great team 
spirit and really work hard for each other with each player improving every week. This season D 
Silcock Construction kindly continued their sponsorship and supplied a brand new kit for the team.

The U13s play in the Cambridgeshire Colts League they started the 20/21 campaign in style with 
a 5-1 Home win over Histon Hornets. It was a great start considering the circumstances and lack 
of training time the players have all had together. The following week we were brought back down 
to earth by a very strong St Ives team and suffered a heavy defeat but Rangers bounced back with 
convincing away win over Manea the following week. The players are back enjoying their football 
again and I’m sure we will have a great season in a very competitive league. This season a big thank 
you goes to Vinall roofing for supplying a brand new kit. 
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U12’s Whites are sponsored by Head Fen Country Retreat.

The U12’s Yellow are in their 3rd season we have come so far in so little time. A lot of opposition 
managers have credited my team as saying the boys & girls heads never go down even when losing. 
We currently have a squad of 13. The players enjoy playing football together and support each other 
regardless of the result or the weather. I am very proud of the team. 
David U12’s Yellow. 
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LITTLEPORT WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
In 2022 Littleport Women’s 
Institute will be 100 

Looking back over the years, 
fashion has changed and ways of 
communication have developed 

to emails and zoom meetings, but the 
same principles remain. No politics, no 
religion, just friendship.

Littleport WI was busy in the war 
time as were other WI’s throughout 
the country. We knitted socks and 
balaclavas to be sent to our service 
personnel. 400 eggs were delivered to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital every week 
and food was sent to the then RAF 
hospital, Ely. 

We take part in the parade on 
Remembrance Sunday and lay our 
wreath. The WI federation has had a 
large seat built in the National Memorial 
Arboretum near Litchfield. The village 
sign was donated by our WI.

For many years we had our tea garden 
on the local Show Day. Hard work but 
we enjoyed it. Also we have catered for 
special events.  

Several of our members formed a 
concert party and performed shows 
round the villages. They were very 
popular.

Over the years we have been 10 pin 
bowling, enjoyed games night, jigsaw 
mornings, fish and chip suppers, 
strawberry teas, and our popular 
Barn Dances. We have had coach 
trips to TV shows and theatres and 
watched chocolate being made. We 
have also had tours of The Houses of 
Parliament, the Van Daal Shoe Factory, 
the local Mushroom Farm and Turners 
of Soham. To name just a few of our 
many outings and events.

Our speakers have ranged from the local 
couple, who string rackets for the tennis 
stars, demos on flower, cookery and craft. 
Talks by a personal shopper, building the 
Ely Cathedral, a Security Guard for the 
Queen, some on history, hat making, the 
local company JDR Cables Systems told 
us what happens to their cables, making 
a Punch and Judy Show and Fiona and 
her Bongo Drums.

Next year a couple of our speakers will 
be on bomb disposal and Tai Chi.

As you can see it is not all jam and 
Jerusalem. These are just a few of our 
activities over the year.  

As I mentioned before – no politics, no 
religion, just friendship.

Long-standing WI Member Ann White gives us a 
resume of their activities. And she says “It’s not all jam 
and Jerusalem.”
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It’s lovely to be asked to write something 
for Littleport Life so I can introduce 
myself. My name is Madeleine, the 

interim Priest in Charge for St George’s. 
I’m here for two years to support and 
guide the Church. I’ve been living in 
Littleport for just over a year and it’s great 
to get more involved. 

Two major events are looming on the 
horizon for all of us, both of which 
we’ve experienced before. The first was 
announced on Saturday. We’re entering 
another time of lockdown. 

The second was announced thousands 
of years ago and has been celebrated in 
various ways since it first happened two 
millennia ago. Of course, I mean Christmas. 

Many of us might be feeling some anxiety 
about the lockdown; worries about 
safety, money, job security and health can 
hit us all. Some of us might be relieved 
as lockdown gives us time to bring cases 
down again. 

We’re probably more excited about 
Christmas than lockdown! I love lots 
about Christmas. I love food and drink 
and being merry. I love seeing family 
and friends. I love time off work when 
everything is done on Christmas day...

But this year, we might face some 
feelings of anxiety about Christmas too. 
Will I see my family? Can we do the 
usual things? How will I do my Christmas 
shopping? Can I afford presents? 

One of my favourite books at Christmas 
is “How the Grinch stole Christmas” by 
Dr Seuss. The baddie, the Grinch, goes 
around stealing presents and food from 
the Whos who live in the village. He thinks 
this is the best way to stop Christmas, 
which he hates. When Christmas day 
dawns, surprise, surprise, the Whos are 

still celebrating Christmas, just without 
all the usual ‘stuff’. The Grinch realises 
that Christmas is more than the stuff that 
comes from a store.

We might see the pandemic as the 
Grinch, stealing our plans, stealing our 
gifts and even stealing our hope. But, just 
like in The Grinch, Christmas will come. 
And that’s because, at the heart of it, 
Christmas is about hope and love. Hope 
and love are what we need. 

Christians believe that Jesus being born 
on the very first Christmas is about hope 
and love; hope that something new 
is happening, because God loves us 
all. Everyone can share hope and love 
when we offer help, when we encourage 
others, when we pray for other people. 

Hope and love are what St George’s wants 
to offer this Christmas too. We’re working 
on plans for how we’ll do it this year so 
keep an eye on the website, our Facebook 
page or the notice boards at Church.

I’m looking forward to getting to know 
you in the next months. We at St 
George’s continue to pray that you 
know love and hope. Last lockdown, my 
family lit a candle every night and prayed 
that light would shine. At St George’s, 
we are going to commit to make this 
month of lockdown a month of prayer. 
You can pray too, by lighting a candle 
each evening and putting it in your front 
window. I’ll share with you this verse 
from the bible, read every 
Christmas.  
“The Light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.”  
John 1.1v5

God bless,  
Madeleine 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH
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We have been unable to meet since 
lockdown began in March. We have been 
keeping in touch by phone and on the 
internet. This does not mean that we 
have been idle. A few willing and capable 
members have sewn scrubs for hospitals, 
made many, many masks and sewn 
‘Bereavement Bags ‘ for the return of the 
belongings of those who have died in 
hospital, separated from their loved ones. 
Others have continued to knit bobble hats 
for men and women who are living on the 
streets, twiddle muffs for people suffering 
from dementia and knitted goods for 
premature babies.

As time has gone on the committee 
became more and more concerned for 
the sixteen members who do not use the 
internet at all. Some of them have been 
in isolation for a long time. Our secretary, 
Julieanne Long, came up with a good idea 
to help us to share our experiences. We are 
circulating three exercise books and each 
member is invited to write about anything 
interesting that they have learned or have 
been doing during this time of isolation. A 
favourite poem or prayer or hymn can also 
be shared. When we can meet again, this 
will give us a lively and interesting record of 
our lives and feelings at this time. 

Each month we receive a newsletter sent 
out on line from the Mothers’ Union in Ely 
Diocese. We have just begun to deliver a 
printed copy of this Ely newsletter to the 
members who don’t use the internet. This 
gives us information about the World Wide 
Mothers’ union and lists of local projects that 
we can take part in from home even now.

 We have direct links with M.U. branches 
in Sokoto and Ika in Nigeria, Lusaka 
in Zambia, Shyogwe in Rwanda and 
Karimnaga in India. There are about four 
million members of the MU in eighty-five 
countries around the world and some 
of them have been badly hit by the virus 
and they are not able to  isolate or obtain 
personal protection equipment.  We raised 
money for them by a collection taken when 
our annual  fund raising coffee morning had 
to be cancelled in March. 

There is much more information about the 
Mothers’ Union in action in this country 
and overseas on the internet. Go to www.
mothersunion.org or facebook.com/
MothersUnion  and you will learn how 
MU members are making a difference to 
people’s lives here in the UK and all over 
the world.

The Mothers Union at St George’s Littleport
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Vine Community Church 
A ‘NEW NORMAL’?
As I sat down to start to write this ‘piece’ for 
‘Littleport Life, I suddenly realised that I am 
writing at the start of October, but you may not 
read this until December. Now, if I were writing 
last year, in October 2019, this would be no 
problem; but I am writing now, in the Year of the 
Global Pandemic! Last year, I would have been 
sure that the magazine would be produced just 
as usual; but – in this year – it could be that 
the magazine will not be published at all. In this 
time of great uncertainty I cannot know.

So I sat down and tried to think clearly about 
risk and uncertainty attached to the printing 
and publication of this magazine. What could 
happen in our country and in our world; 
and what it could mean for the people of 
Littleport and the magazine and… Over the 
last months, we have all discovered, at least 
in part, how to make decisions in the midst of 
a changing world. 

I know that, in these last months, I have 
learned that many things I had always 
thought of being certain (like finding loo-rolls 
on supermarket shelves) were not really 
certain at all – likely maybe, but not certain. 

This does, of course, bring me back to the 
original problem – by the time you read this, 
you will know what happened in the months 
between October and December. And all I can 
do is to consider trends and possibilities that I 
can see emerging now and write about that.

When the full lockdown began to ease, we 
started to think about what the church could 
do in these new strange conditions. So, for 
example, what could we do about ‘Vine Tots’? 
(That’s the parents and toddlers group that the 
church has been running for a few years now.) 

Monday mornings, for its members, used 
to be thirty plus children hurtling around the 
whole of our building; together with a lot of 
very big toys, a few helpers, stories, games 
and all the mums and carers enjoying a bit of a 
break, while they chatted and drank coffee. 

Well, of course, all that just isn’t possible in 
our current circumstances. How do you keep 
toddlers socially distanced?

Some of you may know how Vine Tots is now 
functioning. Like a lot of other activities, it has 
found a temporary home on our YouTube 
channel. It is not, of course, the same as it 
was. The children can have as much fun and 
input as before. The mums and carers have 
to do a bit more; and everyone has a lot less 
space. But, overall, much of what used to be 
achieved is still there to be enjoyed.

A lot of churches, all over the country, have 
moved some of their activities online. On a 
Sunday morning, in the comfort of your own 
home, you can join in with Sunday services of 
many different kinds. You can visit the Ark (in 
Isleham), for example; you can enjoy their new 
building, hum along to the songs and listen to 
the sermon. And there are many more and all 
of them are different and warm hearted.

Many people, like me, are using the phone far 
more than they used to; speaking to people 
that they may not, for this season, visit in 
person. Some of my friends are vulnerable to 
this disease and therefore I ‘visit’ to talk but 
not to endanger.

I have also noticed that, with people I can 
still visit in person, I am more careful to make 
sure that I do ‘drop by’ and spend time with 
them and, if possible do things together - at a 
distance of course.

So I can see that we are all adapting, not to a 
new normal, but to a new way of thinking. I think 
that many of us will come out of all this, with a 
fresh approach to ideas, plans and people. 

And I pray that all of us will find, as a result of 
this disease, a better understanding of what 
– or Who – is really certain. The God who 
made the universe and made mankind to live 
in it, He does not change, He 
is certain and sure, and He 
cares for us all. 

Nancy Collens
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St John’s Methodist Church
High Street, Littleport

Sunday Services 
 Morning: 10.45am – weekly 
 Evening: 6.30pm – 2nd Sunday of each month

Coffee Mornings  
9.30-11.30am on the first Saturday of each month 

Minister: Rev. Catherine Dixon (01353 662426)

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals by arrangement
http://www.elyandnewmarketmethodists.org.uk/littleport 

Alive in Christ...... Worship,  
Mission and Service

The Vine Community Church 
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I could say that this message to you is given 
with my other hat on – but in this case we 
could say my other collar!

Spiritualism arrived in this village with me 
and my partner Cathy in 1998…

What we call a suitcase church was set up 
in the Village Hall and it soon filled every 
Thursday with good vibes and many people 
who were either already Spiritualists, or 
were interested in finding out what we were 
all about.

Every Thursday service offered a spot of 
prayer, praise and worship; the criteria for 
any claiming a religious gathering. Plus a 
visiting medium would be invited to take 
the platform. 

That medium being an essential part of 
any ordinary Spiritualist service, as they are 
called upon to demonstrate the truth that we 
propound, that there is life after this life and 
that communication is possible between the 
two worlds of Heaven and Earth.

Not for us the idea that there is only one day 
- or night - of the year on which the divide 
between the two is thin enough to allow 
spirit ingress and input!

Not for us either the Halloween kinds 
of images of frightening ghoulies and 
ghosties. Although the things that go bump 
in the night may do so albeit in a non-
malevolent way! 

In fact it was just those noises in the 
night that led to the founding of Modern 
Spiritualism in 1848 in the USA.

Disturbed by loud bangs in the night, a 
young family decided to see whether they 
were caused by someone they couldn’t 
see…. It was just after Morse Code was 
invented and by establishing an alphabetic 

LITTLEPORT CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALISTS

code the Fox sisters and their ma held the 
first recorded communication with a man 
in spirit who gave them information about 
himself that was verified afterwards, and as 
neighbours crowded in to the small house to 
witness the phenomenon, so news spread 
and more and more people organised 
into groups in order to have such contact 
and communication themselves. It spread 
quickly and arrived in the UK in 1853.

Spiritualism has always challenged the 
established religions, because it states 
that all who are born inherit eternal life as 
a birthright.  That we are all from spirit, are 
spirit here and now in the physical, and go 
back as spirit to spirit when we go from 
here. And regardless of religion, creed, 
culture, heritage, gender, sexual orientation 
or owt else!

We are a sector of Spiritualism who follow 
the teachings and example of Jesus who we 
accept as our Lord and Saviour and Light of 
the World, Christian Spiritualists. However 
we accept all religious backgrounds whether 
they share that belief or not.

At this time of year when nights are darkest 
and perhaps loss of loved ones is keenest 
felt, and health worries for our own well-
being and that of others occupies much of 
our thought, it is good to hold on to some 
other truths, proved since this world began, 
that the night is darkest before dawn, 
that after the rain comes the sun and the 
rainbow that appears then – like the one 
Noah saw from the Ark – showing us that all 
is well, all will be well, and that God keeps 
his promises, that humankind will never be 
destroyed again. May you have as good a 
winter as possible with a blessed, peaceful 
Christmas and New year.

Message from Principal Minister NCSS Rev Lyn
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Susan Green one of the indefatigable 
founders and voluntary workers for the 
community at Littleport’s independent 

food bank has given us an update.

Susan writes: "I am writing this just after the 
second lockdown has been announced. 
Sadly this means we will be having more 
people needing our help. Since the first 
lockdown our numbers have nearly doubled. 
Thankfully we live in a caring community 
who support us so helping their fellow 
Littleport residents. Without their generosity 
it would be very hard to do what we do.

This week has been half term and AAA 
motorcycle training have provided us with 
the meals left over from the ones they were 
cooking for children in the village. It has 
been a pleasure to see the faces of many 
of our people when they are presented with 
a home cooked meal. Some do not have 

the gas or electric which is needed to cook 
a meal… This seems unbelievable in our 
time doesn’t it? But sadly it is true.

We will continue to deliver to people’s 
doorsteps and no doubt this will continue 
for quite a while. For some of our people 
who live on their own and some who have 
difficult personal problems we are most 
probably the only person they will speak to 
face to face whilst lockdown is on.

Many agencies are just making contact via 
the phone. So we are not just delivering 
food, we hope we are letting people know 
that we care about them.

Thank you to everyone who supports us. 
We are truly grateful".

Both Co ops have donation boxes or text: 
07766111080 or 07999841326 we will be 
happy to collect.

Littleport’s Food Bank is Fantastic!

After six months closure due to 
the pandemic, the doors of the 
Community Centre were briefly 

opened again on 22nd September when 
Cathy Doswell organised a Macmillan 
Coffee Morning. Friends had donated a 
delicious range of home baking including 

not just cake, but sausage rolls and 
biscuits too. For a small community such 
as ours, an incredible sum of £606 was 
raised and heartfelt appreciation goes to 
all neighbours, friends and JR Cars who 
generously donated to the Coffee Morning.

Joy Tod

SUCCESSFUL BLACK HORSE DROVE FUNDRAISER!

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 37



This year there is no panto to look 
forward to! From its inception the 
talented personnel of Littleport’s local 

amateur dramatic company has entertained 
right royally with summer musicals and 
winter pantomimes. 

Writes the Editor

This year has sadly seen both the professional 
theatre companies and theatres go dark 
during the lockdown scenarios. And perhaps 
even worse, all the amateur groups have 
had their efforts curtailed and their local 
communities thus deprived of home-grown 
live entertainment.

Here is a statement from the National Operatic 
and Dramatic Association, published by The 
Littleport Players on their Facebook page. 
Don’t forget to check the page for updates!

There is no question of the importance of 
Amateur Theatre within our local communities.

Amateur theatre performing groups 
produce over 3500 productions annually 
which are watched by audience figures 
of more than 2 million every year. These 
performances include pantomimes, plays 
and musicals. We are proud to be part of 
the umbrella body, the National Operatic & 
Dramatic Association (NODA) The combined 
membership of this organisation is over 
100,000 ranging in age from 8-80.

NODA’s members groups generate between 
£150m - £200m in ticket sales with at least 
the same being produced in additional 
spending including: food, drink, travel and 
accommodation. The vast majority of this 
supports a wide range of businesses, 
including theatres, village and community 
halls, theatrical suppliers, restaurants, 
musicians, bars and hotels. Many groups 
also raise significant sums for local and 

national charities with post show collections 
and specific fundraising events.

Amateur theatre plays a significant part in 
the cultural life of the nation; helping with 
both physical and mental health, not just for 
the performers and all taking part, but for 
audiences too. Youngsters involved grow in 
confidence and self-esteem. Amateur theatre, 
in many smaller communities, is very often 
the hub of cultural activity as well as helping 
to bring communities together. Also worthy 
of note, is the fact that many professional 
performers and stars of TV, originally trod the 
boards in amateur theatre thus shaping them 
for more lucrative exploits ahead.

At the present time, virtually all amateur 
theatre productions have been cancelled 
across the country, and given the lead time 
for productions, it is unlikely there will be 
many, if any, productions before the end of 
2020. This is a significant loss to the cultural 
and economic life of the UK. Many groups 
have been making use of technology to 
keep in touch, rehearse, or put together 
videos to entertain their audiences via social 
media channels. They are eager to maintain 
their involvement and to resume a normal 
programme as far as they can.

The show must go on!

The Littleport Players Waiting  
in the Wings!

Littleport Players in Stepping Out!
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At the end of March when, like everyone 
else, we were faced with managing a 
pandemic with implications for our charity 
shop, eBay Office and very importantly 
our social care Day Services. The inability 
to get replacement cleaning products and 
PPE, plus all the new guidelines being 
updated daily hit us like a steam train. 

No sooner had we updated the previous 
days guidelines and new guidelines were 
being issued in the evening for us to 
update the next day and this went on for 
at least two weeks. 

We struggled to buy hand sanitizer and 
had staff searching all the shops to buy 
it for work, mostly without success. 
Previous orders for hand sanitizer didn't 
arrive as they were prioritized for the 
NHS. Luckily, we had some PPE in 
stock; aprons, gloves and dust masks 
because of our standard first aid and 
workshop activities requirements, but not 
enough for what was happening. Every 
day was a struggle.

Then all non-essential shops had to shut 
and all adults with learning disabilities 
were advised to self-isolate. New sayings 
came in like furlough, self-isolation, social 
distancing, lockdown etc.

We then had to work fast with only a few 
hours notice so that staff who could work 
from home had everything they needed 
to do so, and furlough staff who couldn't 
work from home as we no longer had 
income to subsidise our Day Services 
from our charity shop.

Because people were stuck at home 
during lockdown we put free books, 
jigsaws and DVDs outside our shop 
so that the community could help 
themselves while out on their daily walk. 
We also donated fabric to people making 
reusables facemasks for the community 
and scrubs for the NHS. We invited the 
community to do a shop window display 
by writing or drawing their COVID-19 
experience in raindrops.

We donated any PPE we had in stock 
to the Learning Disability Partnership to 
distribute to people supporting adults 
with learning disabilities in care homes in 
the local area.

Staff who could work from home were 
working really hard to set up a new 
different service supporting the people 
who use our day services while they were 
at home. We were contacting everyone 
to check they were safe and well, making 
and posting activity packs to them based 
on what their usual activities are. We also 
set up a secure Facebook group where 
they can post photos of their completed 
activities, messages, happy birthday 
wishes, videos of the gardens and our 
cats, videos of how-to social distance, 
how to wash hands, weekly social 
activities via zoom etc. We also supported 
our families with how to get access to the 
Facebook group and use Zoom, for most 
of them it was their first time doing this.

For both our charity shop and Day Services 
it has been a completely new way of 
working and a lot of re-training for everyone.

Branching Out is a registered charity (number 1047403) Est. 1994
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Cathy Gibb-de Swarte our roving reporter tells us 
about just four of Littleport’s service providers who 
advertise in Littleport Life!

Littleport people are spoilt for 
choice when it comes to local 
businesses. 
Hairdressers, cafes, takeaways, motor 
mechanics, boarding kennels for cats and 
dogs, pet groomers, electricals, building 
services - the list of experts is endless.

One local business, Lee Decorators, namely 
Chris Lee, gave up his time free of charge to 
paint the inside of the ladies and gents toilets 
at one of Littleport’s popular establishments, 
the Ex-Servicemen’s Club in Ponts Hill. 

Chair of their Committee Adi Keating thanked 
Chris and his helper Daz Swindell, one of 
the Club’s Committee members, for the 
brilliant work they did brightening up their 
conveniences which even got a deep clean 
while they were at it.

Chris Lee said he wanted to do it because 
he “loves the place” and wanted to “support 
the local community”, and despite these really 
difficult times Lee Decorators are now fully 
booked over Christmas covering places all 
over the Cambridgeshire area. (Facebook  
Lee Decorators)

Now another highly professional decorating 
business, William James Decorating, was 
rather camera shy when I spotted him in 
the Waitrose carpark concerned that he 
wasn’t dressed for a photo as he had paint 
splattered clothes on.

“Well you are a decorator aren’t you,” I said as 
I took his picture regardless!

William James takes pride in every job he 
does and like Lee Decorators, he often 
downloads his new work onto his website 
and his Facebook page. (Look for William 
James Decorating)

“I’m proud to have had the opportunity to 
work on some really lovely projects this year. 

“I’ll be posting some pictures of spraying soon 
and will be taking on more furniture work in the 
future! Thank you for the support of my clients 
past and new, and the great tradesmen I’ve 
also worked with this past year,” commented 
William James who continued,

“I made the escape to the country about 8 
years ago and quickly fell in love with East 
Anglia and my new life in Littleport. It’s a 
great place to bring up my children and we 
wouldn’t want to be anywhere else. We’ve 

Chris of Lee Decorators William of William James Decorating
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Nigel of Enkay Flooring

met so many wonderful people while working 
and living here!

I cover all areas surrounding Ely, doing mostly 
domestic interior and exterior decorating. I 
sometimes work on new build homes, schools 
and commercial properties further afield. Most 
of my work is within the local community 
though and that’s what I really enjoy. It’s 
a privilege to be invited into someone’s 
home and be given the sole responsibility of 
decorating it and making it beautiful!” 

And of course we can’t forget our very own 
Mr Enkay Flooring himself, Nigel Keith Jacklin, 
who admitted that although he had had to 
temporarily close his showroom because of 
the government’s lockdown restrictions, it has 
been and will be business as usual for the rest 
of the winter.

Meanwhile, Nigel is buzzing around in his 
van busying himself with the high demand of 
carpeting and laminate flooring which certainly 
keeps him out of mischief. (Enkay Flooring  
on Facebook)

“Despite these difficult times, we are still in 
demand and having been inundated with 
work reaching areas from Haddenham, 
Cottenham and Little Downham to name but 
a few,” said Nigel, who truly is a tradesperson 
with a smile and like Chris Lee, William James 
and Jamie McLatchie continues to provide an 
excellent service.

Now here’s a little personal story! Another 
advertiser who went beyond the call of duty 
while Lyn and myself were struggling with 
no outside tv signal, Jamie McLatchie of 
McLatchie Electrical had to twice visit our 
home in order to sort a really puzzling problem. 

Suitably masked up and social distanced, 
Jamie could not fathom how we were not 
getting terrestrial tv, and that there must be a 
problem with the splitter in the loft which had 
been previously installed.

Jamie had ordered a box and dutifully returned 
with the box and an apprentice in tow, and for 
a good hour or two with many trips up the loft, 
and the bedroom to check the second tv and 
aerial socket, as he eventually picked up the 
outside aerial where it was on the floor near 
the window where it enters the house, in the 
living room, and took the two metal bits apart 
– he found that the connection had somehow 
been sheared off hence no signal. (McLatchie 
Electrical Ltd on Facebook.)

The problem being finally solved - we blamed 
the dogs - Jamie and his young apprentice 
couldn’t have done more for these sports tv 
addicts ensuring that they could still continue 
to enjoy an overindulgence of their favourite tv 
programmes which has kept them sane ever 
since during the Covid19 pandemic.

We truly have to thank all our local trades  
people who really do put themselves out for 
the Littleport community.

Jamie of McLatchie Electrical Ltd
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Joy Tod tells us about Phyllis 
and Andy Cross who had a 
10 year adventure away from 
Littleport! 
Whilst many of us, after an idyllic holiday, 
may dream of exchanging our lives for 
a slower pace, few of us ever achieve 
the dream. However, Phyllis and Andy 
Cross of Anchor Court, did just that. 
After a holiday spent on the hire boat 
‘Cameo’ they were hooked on boating 
and took the massive decision of selling 
their home, giving up their careers, and 
commenced a new life on the water. 
It was the start of a wonderful 10 year 
adventure which saw them exploring the 
waterways of England.

Permanent residential mooring was 
found at High House Marina, Weedon 
in Northants, the 70ft Karamia 
narrowboat was purchased and 
renamed ‘Dats n Doris’ and became 
home to not just Andy and Phyllis, 
but also Tish the cat, Ben their dog 
and Percy their parrot. The mooring 
even had a garden where the couple 
created a beautiful rock garden.  

Tish spent the first week or so in the 
airing cupboard, eventually cautiously 
taking a climb up the steps to peek 
out at the canal, whereas Ben soon 
adapted to life as a boat dog, liking 
nothing better than curling up in front 
of the on board stove.

That first summer, many happy days 
were spent with visiting grandchildren 
exploring the towpaths and woods. 

The first winter brought frost and snow 
and the boat had to break through the 
ice on the canal. Two swans became 
regular visitors and would stand on the 
ice and knock the boat with their beaks 
to beg food. However, all was cosy and 
warm inside and plenty of Christmas 
Cheer with a family lunch cooked on 
board and the boat festively decorated.

Visitors were always welcomed and on 
one occasion Phyllis cooked a three 
course lunch in the galley kitchen for 
her Mum and seven friends. As well 
as old friends, many new ones were 
made amongst the boating community.

Venturing from their mooring over the 
years, many tunnels, junctions and 
flights have been negotiated, including 
the amazing Staircase on the Grand 
Union Canal and even navigating the 
canal beneath Birmingham’s spaghetti 

LIVING ABOARD          by Joy Tod

Phyllis and Andy Cross
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junction. Shugborough Hall, Warwick 
and traversing the Leicester Ring, and 
along the way many sights have been 
seen including hot air balloons, flights 
of geese, stopping off at Country Fairs, 
even an Otter Hunt meet (these days 
they meet to control mink which kill 
ducks and other wildlife).

Family visited often and soon got 
involved with locking and even bottom 
blacking. This is essential maintenance 
for narrow boats and in Easter 1998 
Dats n Doris underwent this procedure 
in dry dock. The hull is pressure 
washed to remove weeds, rust and 
mud and then painted with epoxy or 
bitumen to protect it from rust and 
rubbing damage caused by locks and 
other boats. Hard, but essential work. 
She underwent the procedure again in 

June 2002 and this time was craned 
back into the water, seeing your home 
suspended several feet in the air is 
quite an unnerving experience.

Phyllis wrote of her time on the boat 
two years before they moved back to 
Littleport: ‘Isn’t it cold? That’s usually 
the first thing people ask when they 
learn that I live on a narrowboat all year 
through. I can honestly answer that, 
NO - it isn’t. With a solid fuel stove in the 
lounge and central heating throughout 
the boat, it’s warm and cosy.

At first it was very lonely, but gradually 
I made new friends, and fellow boaters 
taught me the ropes, so that now I 
hate the thought of being a land-lubber 
again. But, of course, it will happen 
one day.’ 

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 43



Yes, we have to agree with that 
description - but there is a serious side 
to the club.

They take doing good in the community 
as a mission, as their activities in that 
direction throughout the year testify.

In the autumn the guys and gals were 
involved in making sure the children in 
Littleport, whose parents were finding 
it hard during the pandemic restrictions 
to make ends meet, had a hot meal 
and food in general. They appealed for 
donations over social media saying they 
were ‘asking for food donations for the 
children of Littleport who are needing 
assistance this half term. (October) We 
are asking for desserts and treats as the 
savoury food has been covered. Please 
let us know if you can help out.’ And 
these were duly given 

The most famous recurring fundraiser 
of course is the May Bike Show that 

As 363MCC President Mark Robinson declares, 
"We are a local group of guys n gals with 
interests in all the good things. Motorcycles, 
Music and Good Times!”

363MCC Littleport's 
Much-Loved Bikers Club!

President Mark Robinson

Remembrance Day 2020 President Mark Robinson laid a wreath on behalf of 363MCC

Last year's Christmas Toy Ride assembling at 
the Harley Memorial

raises thousands of pounds annually for 
local charities and the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance.

Then there is the winter Christmas Toy 
Run. President Robinson says as long as 
the restrictions allow they will be doing it 
again this year.

363MCC also laid a wreath at Littleport’s 
Remembrance (socially distanced) 
Services in November.
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Littleport Fundraiser for East Anglian 
Air Ambulance Takes Off!
Joolz Gordon tells us about her efforts to raise 
money for the EAAA in her own words:
“A few years ago I decided to start making 
greetings cards to sell, to raise funds for 
charity. I wanted to support a charity that not 
only helped people but had to be something to 
do with Aviation!

This was because my late dad was a pilot for 
over 40 years and I felt he would have liked the 
thought of supporting something close to us 
whilst helping others.

I am not an artistic person but decided I would 
give card making a go! I embarked on getting 
basic supplies - and was also given crafting 
goodies by a few local people to help.

I started making cards and just selling to 
friends and work colleagues, and my husband 
Michael took them into his workplace in 
London to sell too!

In that first year we managed to raise about 
£50 and the following year more cards were 
made, again just selling to friends and work 
colleagues.

So we were thinking, how can we expand this?   
I asked my local hair salon Ness & Emms 
if they would try selling a few cards!  This 
went well so I asked another local hair salon 
Uppercutz, in Little Downham if they would take 
a box of cards to sell.

We contacted the EAAA and asked for their 
support with a collection bucket and banner so 
we could try doing a stall at a local supermarket! 
We approached the Co Op on Wisbech Road and 
we had a stall there in early December.

This was a hit! Our local community purchased 
cards or just made donations, so we thought 
we would ask Tesco in Ely if they would 
accommodate us for a day in December 2018.

It was so successful that we returned there 
again in December 2019.

We also held a stall at The Station Café, 
Littleport railway station and at Ely railway 
station too.

All the events since the beginning have been 
very worthwhile and total raised to date is 
£1.934.87!

This year has been a little different, what 
with lockdown restrictions etc., but we 
have still been making cards along with the 
fantastic help of Theresa Goodwin who has 
also supported us in previous years with her 
beautiful card making talent! 

Sadly, due to Covid, both events for selling 
Christmas Cards were cancelled. 

So the plan is to concentrate on next year, carry 
on creating and will probably try and do a few 
stalls through the year, as well as next Christmas.

I am selling cards still if anyone is interested! 
But this will only be on a local delivery (social 
distance style) and all money from card sales 
will be going to EAAA. 

If you want to buy cards, or make a small 
donation to EAAA, I have set up a donation page.  
It's on my Facebook page, Joolz Gordon.

Thanks for your kind support.

Just Giving - Julie's Christmas Cards 2020 Fundraising for East Anglian Air 
Ambulance for East Anglian Air Ambulance because I support this Charity each year
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President Ian Burrows — “We are supporting East Anglia's 
Children's Hospices”. Four members of our club carried out a 
sponsored — 48 mile Fen Rivers Walk, Cambridge to Kings Lynn 
over 3 days starting on 25th Sept. The walk started into high 
cold, northern winds. It was a struggle after 14 miles near the 
confluent of the Cam and the Great Ouse—Tony Winchester,  
fell, was injured and retired.

Rotary Club of Littleport  — Update
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The efforts of our walkers and club members  
through JustGiving — raised over £3000.00
If you want to find out more about our Rotary Club. Take a look at our 
website: www.littleportrotary.org.uk   Paul Cox
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ThePORT Youth Group

There has been so much activity 
going on at Littleport’s The Port 
youth group in the lead-up to this 

winter that it would take up this entire 
magazine to tell you all about it!

Not to mention the fact that 
accompanied by the responsible adults 
many of ThePort’s youngsters deliver 
over a thousand magazines around 
Littleport every quarter – including this 
one that you are looking at now!

The driving force behind ThePort  
is Joanne Coe ably assisted by 
Lindsay Cross.

In direct contrast to the mindless 
vandalism that seeps in to every 
community, including our own in the 
village, Joanne encourages positivity 
and caring for their community in the 
young people who participate in the 
varied projects.

The group haven’t been able to meet 
up much on a Monday after school at 

the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, their usual 
day and venue, as the restrictions 
have cut a swathe through them. 
But their actual activities have gone 
on unabated, even increased since 
the regulations emplaced due to the 
pandemic have been implemented.

As well as in serious mode helping 
cook and serve hot meals at Clare’s 
Kitchen, the great new café at 
Sharman’s garden centre in Camel 
Road (lovely plants and gardening 
accoutrements by the way and 
reasonably priced too) for children 
during the October school holidays, 
Joanne and Lindsay together with 
Peacocks Meadow organiser Deborah 
Curtis Watson produced a fantastic 
Halloween event.

ThePort members Ty, Callum, Sophie, 
Lyvie also Liam and Kaci and their 
mum Sheila, with Joanne’s husband 
Andy, put out the amazing spooky 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
to you from ThePort!

Peacocks meadow decorated for Halloween!
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objects and then were mine hosts 
for the early evening display that was 
enjoyed by the very many visitors. As 
were the sweets donated by YPL!

Known for the ‘Random acts of 
Kindness’ like placing little gifts around 
the village for children to find, or painting 
pebbles with nice words and pictures 
and decorating Littleport fences gates 
and trees with crafted objects like 
flowers from plastic bottles and woven 
ribbons and pompoms, there are more 
planned for this winter season.

This winter ThePort is 
cheering up Littleport 
with a Christmas 
Stocking Hunt! 
Joanne asked for donations 
through the Facebook 
page Littleport Community Group 
and received a wonderful response! 
The stockings containing the gifts are 
placed each day from December 1st 
until the 24th – and on Christmas Eve 
a specially put-together Christmas 
Hamper! Everyone who finds a 
stocking containing a laminated note 
and sweets is asked to picture and 
post on Facebook and the prize is 
then collected from Joanne.

Here are those generous donors and the 
dates on which their stockings will be on 
a lamppost or sign to be discovered: 
December

1 Kirsten Masser - £25 voucher for 
The Littleport Beauty Cabin

2 Lianne Stephenson - 
Stephensons Books

3 Lisa Lupson - Lexibelles Gifts

4 Siobhan Double - Scented 
Essens Pefumes & Beauty.

5 Ex-Servicemens Club - £20 

6 Lyn and Cathy - tin of Quality 
Street

7 Clare Thompson - Clares Kitchen 

8 Lindsey Peckham - Body Shop 
at Home

9 Jade L Youngman - fragrance 
from White Orchid. 

10 Clare Thompson - Scentsy 
Whiffalicious 

11 Carol Palmer - Fenland Spirit 
Services

12 Michelle Musk - Neal’s Yard 
Remedies Organic

13 Bridget Farley-Smith - Alan’s Taxi’s 

14 Lizel Greyling - Little Garnet 
Company

15 Handmade by Lianne

16 Lauren-Elise Terry - CC's Pamper 
Potions

17 Emily Farrell - Body Shop at Home 

18 Jayne Bloggs - Pour Toi. Chelsea 
Harrison - Small Painting

19 Amy Holland - Lavender cottage 
luxuries LLP

20 Cheryl Cross - Clip & Cut - Gift 

21 Sarah Currie - Avon

22 Julia Hamit - Tesco Voucher £20

23 Shabbi Alli - Delaynies & The 
Vintage Collective £50.00 voucher

24 Christmas Hamper

YPL donated Halloween sweets!
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The lockdown and restrictions 
emplaced by the governing body of 
brass bands, Brass Band England, 

severely curtailed the activities of Littleport’s 
much-loved Littleport Brass.

Rehearsals fell foul first, having to be 
abolished altogether - then subsequently 
the musicians were able to gather in part, 
subject to the various regulations on social 
distancing and so on.

Music Director of Littleport Brass Ian 
Knapton explained to Littleport Life: “The 
band are keeping an eye on all of the latest 
government guidelines and we have all the 
precautions in place including temperature 
checks on all members as they enter the 
band room, all members wear face masks 
as they enter and leave the band room, 
there is track and trace registration. Each 
player is seated two metres apart from one 
another, each player has a see-through 
screen in front, at the side and behind them. 

We only rehearse for 60 minutes with all the 
band room windows and doors open for 
ventilation, the MD wears a face mask and 
visor to conduct in, plus all instruments have 
bell covers, there is no sharing of music or 
music stands, each player also brings a towel 
so they empty their water into them. As a 
band we feel we put everything in place for a 
Covid secure rehearsal and all players have 
been told there is no pressure on any of them 
to be at rehearsal if they don’t feel safe.”

And, of course, all the scheduled contests, 
events and concerts have been cancelled 
for 2020. Nothing daunted Ian and 
the dedicated musicians who together 
make up Littleport Brass are determined 
to continue to entertain their always 
appreciative audience via social media.

There have been well-received recorded 
performances on cleverly put together 
presentations on social media that have 
gained the band a world-wide audience!

LITTLEPORT BRASSLITTLEPORT BRASS
LITTLEPORT BRASS IS THE BEST!
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Usually the annual Christmas Concert by 
Littleport Brass is well-attended by Littleport 
standards. A crowded church testament to 
its popularity with the locals.

Last year was no exception. But this year it 
was change and change again! 

It was planned to be a socially-distanced 
concert by the entire band and of necessity 
without an audience in Littleport Village Hall 
that was to be recorded live then broadcast 
on the last Sunday before Christmas.

Unfortunately government regulations then 
caused the Hall booking to have to be 
postponed until the New Year. 

So Littleport Brass refusing to disappoint their 
fans have been putting together an eclectic 
mix of solos, trios and quartets are planned 
as well as a stirring selection of Christmas 
favourites by the entire ensemble cleverly 
collated by MD Ian aka Santa and his helpers.

The superb seasonal sounds of Littleport 
Brass broadcast on that last Sunday before 
Christmas, December 20th at 7 pm – and to 
listen to again at any time after the launch.

One Littleport resident has a special reason 
to be grateful for the musical expertise of the 
band’s MD Ian. When her great grandfather 
Herr Lion de Swarte died in 1919, his 
extensive library of his orchestrations and 
own compositions were lost… Just one 
piano solo published in 1904 came to 
light after a search on the internet and she 
approached Ian. When he heard the story, 
and listened to the piece, he said he would 
arrange it for Brass… Dedicated to Baron 
Howard de Walden a well-known patron 
of the arts, sport and horse racing, whose 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT GOES AHEAD – 
ON THE NET! 

family are connected to Snailwell near 
Newmarket, it is called The Swordsmen’s 
March. Played for the first time in public at 
St George’s parish church in 2019 it will be 
played again in this year’s concert. 

Littleport Brass has an impressive portfolio 
of music across all musical genres and in 
playing them all to a high standard in public 
increases the standing of Littleport to the 
world at large. And Littleport Life magazine 
is pleased to support this year’s Christmas 
Concert on the net and a concert in the 
Village Hall in the new Year.

L.G.deS

LITTLEPORT BRASS AND 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY:  
and how they helped everyone 
to remember
With all the Remembrance Day 
gatherings and parades sadly curtailed 
because of the restrictions, Littleport 
Brass came up with a great idea! A 
video recording was made available via 
the Littleport Brass Facebook page to 
enable anyone who so wished to have 
their own Remembrance at home. 

The link was put on by Littleport 
Brass MD Ian Knapton and this could 
be uploaded to one’s own page to 
be activated automatically at the 
appropriate time and date.

Superb soloist 
Jamie Clay 
featured playing 
the Last Post 
before the 2 
Minute Silence 
to remember 
the fallen. Jamie 
then played 
Reveille to 
signal the end 
of the Silence. Jamie Clay
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Welney Wetland Centre

WWT Turns 50!
Emma Brand of Welney’s famous Wetland Trust gives you 
some great insight and interesting information about this 
wonderful sanctuary in our neighbouring village.

In what is the 50th year of WWT 
Welney, we are still in the middle 
of some challenging times. The 

continuing pandemic means that 
we are thinking about ways to allow 
visitors to enjoy the winter wildlife of 
the washes, without gathering together 
in large numbers. This winter we are 
spreading the swan feeds throughout 
the day so that everyone gets a 
chance to enjoy this experience, but 
not at the same time. From Sunday 
1 November we will be feeding the 
swans at 11am, 12.30pm & 3.30pm 
daily. With 6.30pm floodlit feeds on 
Saturdays and Sundays only. We have 
made viewing areas along the screen 
bank between the hides to give extra 

areas to look across the washes, 
which are not enclosed spaces. If the 
water levels remain low, we will be 
opening up the basement to the main 
hide as an extra area for visitors to 
watch the swan feeds from. During 
lockdown restrictions swan feeds will 
pause and hides closed, with footpaths 
and trails remaining open. 

In addition to the changes on the 
reserve side, we will be opening up a 
self-guided route around Lady Fen, with 
a 3.6km loop, and a 4.6km optional 
extra loop. This will give visitors the 
opportunity to get a good walk in, even 
if the reserve is flooded, and to enjoy 
views of hares and wetland wildlife from 
a different vantage point. 
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Welney first warden Josh Scott swan feed WWT Welney Warden's house and car park

If we had been in a normal year, we 
would have also been looking forward 
to celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Welney Wetland Centre with 
supporters, both local and from further 
afield. In the late 1960’s Sir Peter 
Scott received donations of land on 
the Ouse Washes to the Wildfowl & 
Wetlands Trust, and in 1970 the site 
was officially opened to visitors. During 
the decades that have passed, the 
centre has grown from 100 acres of 
wetland reserve and visitors being 
welcomed from the front room of the 
warden’s home to now managing 
1,300 acres and sharing this with over 
30,000 people passing through the 
visitor centre doors.The first warden 

Josh Scott began the winter tradition 
of feeding swans to draw them, and 
a selection of ducks, closer to the 
main hide for people to enjoy and 
appreciate. At the time Bewick’s swans 
were the more abundant of the swan 
species with only a few whooper swans 
taking up the wheelbarrows of grain. 
Fast forward to present day and the 
Bewick’s swans are far fewer in number, 
and it is a notable event if they are in 
front of the hide feeding. This winter we 
are still awaiting the first Bewick’s swans 
arriving back, but have been treated to 
a flock of up to 12 cattle egrets around 
the reserve – this is probably a sign of 
things to come as we experience milder 
winters, more frequently. 
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Many wardens, teams and volunteers 
have looked after the wetlands and 
the wildlife over the years, and without 
this teamwork we wouldn’t have been 
able to achieve as much as we do 
for wetland conservation, as well as 
connecting visitors to the amazing 
wildlife that call wetlands home. 
Within the last decade we have seen 

the creation of new wetlands on Lady 
Fen, crane numbers increasing in 
the Fens, the partnership of Project 
Godwit in the hopes of saving the 
breeding population of black-tailed 
godwits from extinction and more 
people getting out to enjoy the 
seasonal spectacles that make this 
place so special. 

The Visit of Her Majesty The Queen!
Many famous patrons have visited the site over the years, with the queen 
herself visiting in February 2008. Welney wetlands and their wildlife spectacles 
have often featured in national newspapers, and in the last twelve months have 
been covered on BBC Countryfile 
and The Fens: A Wild Year. As we 
find the need for wetlands increasing 
due to a changing climate, as well 
as a place for people to escape the 
pressures of modern life, we may 
see wetlands (and hopefully Welney) 
receive greater recognition. 
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Harking back to the first days 
of Welney, we are now offering 
accommodation from Wigeon House 
again. One of semi-detached cottages 
on site has been redecorated and 
prepared to welcome guests, it sleeps 
up to four people and has all homely 
amenities provided including optional 
log burner and free wifi. We have listed 
it on the Airbnb website, and any 
bookings should come through here. 
We have already welcomed the first 
few groups to Wigeon House, and look 
forward to many more people enjoying 
staying on the reserve in the future. 

We hope that we are still here for the 
next 50 years, working to improve the 
fortunes of the wetlands and wildlife that 
we all enjoy. If this year has taught us 
anything, it is to cherish the things close 
to you, on your doorstep, as these are 
the places you can regularly access to 
help you through the difficult times.

A Holiday with a difference 
at Wigeon House!

Lions Club of Littleport
Littleport Lions Club were asked by 
Adams Heritage Centre to decorate 
their main window. 

writes Genevieve Battey. 

As it is the 10th anniversary of the 
formation of the club we saw it 
as a challenge to brighten up the 

window and local area in these strange 
and bewildering times.

Our President, Ann Ransley, came up 
with the plan for the window to promote 
the club and show what Lions undertake.

We hope that the window depicts all of 
the diverse things Lions are involved with.

Unfortunately, because of the present 
situation most of our activities are 
currently curtailed.

We have plans to make up children’s 
Christmas gifts to be distributed locally 
and we have been supporting the local 
foodbank.

We are a friendly club who are 
supporting each other and are still here 
to support the community as best as we 
are able to.

For more details of Littleport Lions contact  
lionscluboflittleport@gmail.com

Help Local Lions -  
Help Local People 
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It is good to hear that Littleport’s popular 
parkrunning is still continuing but in a different 
format to the usual large group turnout, with 

smaller groups of running buddies. They’ve been 
actively meeting up nearly every Saturday both 
at the familiar parkrunning venue at Littleport 
Leisure and around Littleport, and the former has 
been the starting point for many a pre-registered 
virtual charity running event. 

These events have all been run under the 
government guidelines for social distancing 
during the pandemic.  

Some of the runners, having chosen a particular 
charity for which they have paid and sent away 
for medals, have dressed up for the runs adding 
to the fun. For instance in butterfly and bee  
fancy dress costumes to participate in the  
‘Earth Runs’ runners project set up to ‘turn miles 
into trees’ which means if you run a 5k, then two 
trees will be planted to help reforestation. And 
better still the runners earned a biodegradable 
medal made of wildflower seeds that they can 
plant in their gardens which is a great idea to 
help the environment.

One of the arranged events was the 
#doingitforjohn run where in September some of 
the Littleport parkrunning buddies came out to 
support their dear friend and Lonely Goat buddy 
Wendy Georgina Johnson by running/walking/
jeffing her charity 5k event in memory of her 
husband John and for the Arthur Rank Hospice 
where homemade cake made by one of the 
runners, Lizzie Hyslop, was enjoyed afterwards.

In the same month, newcomer Chelsey 
Meadows organised a team justgiving page for 
the virtual 2020 Verity Race for Life and together 
they raised over £800 for Cancer Research UK.

On Sunday 4th October, one hardy local runner 
Karen Wells completed the virtual London 
Marathon round Littleport in one of the worst wet 
and windy weather conditions going. Karen was 
joined by many local runners who were happy 
to accompany her during her gruelling 26.2 mile 
run.  And Karen was cheered throughout her 
final gruelling 4 miles round Littleport Leisure 
as she finally completed her marathon run 
and raised almost £1,500 for the Children with 
Cancer UK charity.

The Littleport parkrunning buddies continued 
to enjoy more virtual charity runs in the months 
of October and November from Cambridge’s 
10k Town & Gown for Muscular Dystrophy 
which they ran in Ely, to the 5k Breast Cancer 
Awareness run in Littleport, and the popular 
yearly Ely 5k Santa run in aid of the Arthur Rank 
Hospice last month which saw participants 
running on their own or in pairs in areas where 
they lived.

And to round off 2020 some of the runners 
will be looking to compete in the Magical New 
Year’s Eve run which should keep these amazing 
supportive and motivational bunch of runners 
going before planning ahead more adventurous 
and fun running events in the year ahead.

Cathy Gibb-de Swarte

Running the Distance! 
Littleport keeps on running!

Supporters!

Cathy runs part of the 
way with Karen and 
takes pics

Finished! Virtual 
London Marathon!Nearly There!

Karen Wells ran the 
London Marathon 

in Littleport!
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From Garth McGowen 
President of the Littleport 
Branch 
I would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the 2020 Poppy Appeal. 
This was not an easy year for anyone and 
in particular Martin Goodearl our branch 
organiser. A lot of restrictions were placed 
on him as a result of Covid-19 but I hope 
you got your Poppy.

I want to continue a series I started some 
time ago on the Men of Littleport who died in 
the Great War. The last entry ended in April 
1916. By the summer of that year heavy 
fighting was in full flow at Verdun where 
the German Army was desperate to break 
through the French lines and The French 
Army was just as desperate to keep the 
enemy out. To the North the new soldiers 
of Kitchener’s Army were preparing for their 

first major battle on the Somme where the 
British and French Armies met. Various 
historians have written lengthily on the battle 
and offered many opinions; but it is not my 
place to add to those opinions. What I want 
to remind you is that over 19,000 men were 
killed on the opening day of battle, 1 July 
1916, or died of wounds in the coming days.

Of these the following were men of Littleport:

1 July 1916
16302 Pte AH Francis 11th Suffolks
16881 Pte S Freezer 11th Suffolks
16252 Pte GT Frost 11th Suffolks
16969 Pte RR Nicholas 11th Suffolks
16738 L/Cpl F Woods 11th Suffolks

The bodies of these men were never 
recovered and they are commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the 
Somme.

Also killed on that day were:

24/1698 Pte JW Palmer 24th Battalion 
Northumberland Fusiliers 

15114 Pte WE Glover 8th Battalion 
Somerset Light Infantry. Both are 
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.

There will be more about the Battle of the 
Somme in the next issue.

The Thieval Memorial
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WINTER GARDENING  
TIPS FROM FENLAND 
SPIRIT SERVICES

Now that it’s dark before 5pm, the days are colder and we are seeing 
a lot more rainy and windy weather, do you find it’s a struggle to get 
out in the garden?  It’s wise to make the most of a nice day and get 
the grass cut, rake up fallen leaves & pick up any debris left from the 
high winds & storms which are a familiar part of winter weather.  Here 
are our tips for looking after your lawn at this time of year.

•  Raise the cutting height on your mower to avoid scalping the lawn and leaving 
bare patches in the grass. Try not to cut when the grass or soil are wet.  Wet 
grass left underneath your mower becomes acidic and can rot the metal over 
winter.  Also walking on the wet lawn compacts the grass and can leave ruts 
from the mower.  It may seem obvious but please don’t use an electric mower 
on wet grass. Water & electricity do not go well together.

•  Rake or pick up leaves from your lawn.  While a few leaves can be useful 
for putting nutrients back into your soil, a larger amount can smother your 
lawn and left over winter, can create bare patches of grass and invite pests & 
diseases. Leaves are a great addition to the compost heap or can be turned 
into leaf mould by putting into nets and left to rot down, creating organic seed 
compost or soil conditioner.

•  Aerating your lawn will help to relieve it of compaction from summer & autumn 
use. You can use a garden fork driven into the ground and raise the ground 
slightly to release the soil, this process should be repeated over the whole 
lawn and will improve the root structure of your grass by putting air into the 
soil, giving roots a chance to grow deeper & stronger. This task can also be 
completed in spring so could be started in the winter and finished when the 
weather improves.

•  If you notice areas of lawn which are a high traffic area and get wet & boggy in 
the winter, consider laying stepping stones to protect the grass from dieback 
caused by foot traffic.  Remember your lawn will recover from the cold, 
sodden conditions in the spring and you’ll be able to enjoy it again next year.

Lastly, it is a good idea to arrange a winter service for your garden 
equipment, ensuring it is ready to use in the spring. Fenland Spirit 
Services are happy to help with all lawnmowers, ride on mowers, 
chainsaws, rotavators and other garden equipment. We repair, 
service and sharpen your tools while sharing our knowledge and 
helping you keep your machinery in good working order. Get in touch 
to book your slot by calling on 0775 383 6499 or by emailing us on 
fenlandspiritservices@gmail.com
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Ten Mile Bank, Littleport, CB6 1EE
07753 836499 

WWW.FENLANDSPIRITSERVICES.CO.UK

SOME GOOD NEWS FROM FENLAND SPIRIT SERVICES: 
Fenland Spirit Services is bouncing back!  After a tough year where we 
put our staff on furlough for 3 months & went back to just Stu & Carol 
plus some help from our son Matthew, 15. We are delighted to share 
the news that we have obtained planning permission and with help from 
a grant from the Cambs & Peterborough Combined Authority we are 
currently building a new workshop on our site where we can socially 
distance our staff and go back to working full time. We thank all of our 
customers for their patience & support during this difficult year and look 
forward to the grass being greener in 2021.

Carol & Stuart 
Fenland Spirit Services Ltd

Littleport Library is open Wed 2-6pm and 
Fri 10am-2pm. Customers must maintain 2 
metre social distancing and, unless exempt, 
must wear a mask/face covering when 
visiting a library.

We are delighted that so many of our 
customers have come back to us following 
the re-opening of our libraries. We are 
keeping things under continual review and 
will resume the full service as soon as it 
is possible to do so safely. Visit https://
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
libraries-leisure-culture/libraries or call 
0345 045 5225 for up-to-date information 
and to access the services listed above.

If you’re online, you can access all 
these great resources at home! 
•  Try our new Library.Live online book club! 

In partnership with Bonnier Books UK, 
Cambridgeshire Libraries brings you four 
new books each month (available as 
ebook or eaudio), plus a range of related 
podcasts, author interviews and more for 
you to explore!  Don’t forget to upload 

your review when you finish a title https://
www.library.live/book-club 

•  Join us for EngAGE Online, a programme 
of free interactive talks and events in the 
comfort of your home!  Email volunteers@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk to book your 
space.

•  Don’t miss The Library Presents’ 
programme of free arts activities, online 
and in locations around Cambridgeshire 
https://www.library.live/the-library-
presents.

•  Access eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
eMagazines, eComics and eNewspapers 
online for free, using apps RBDigital, 
Borrowbox, ULibrary, or Pressreader.

•  View our weekly online timetable of 
activities on Facebook and Twitter, or on 
our website.

Don’t miss a thing – find us on Facebook 
(Cambridgeshire Libraries), Twitter (@
cambslib), Instagram (cambslib) and sign up 
to receive our eNewsletter!

Littleport Library Is a Great Service!
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Maintenance

Tel: 01353 860083 Mobile: 07775 914840

steve.pike@mypostoffice.co.uk

Decorating - Plastering
& Property Maintenance

Neuter your cat for £5

Give her the freedom to enjoy all this – have her spayed.
For more information please contact:

Ely & District  
Tel: 01353 699430  Web: www.ely.cats.org.uk
To qualify, you must live in CB6, CB7 or CB8 and be on benefits,  
tax credits or a low income
Cats Protection Reg Charity 203644 (England and Wales) and SC037711 (Scotland) CODE - 21571

Many people believe that a cat should be 
allowed to have kittens. But if you ask 
why, most won’t know. That’s because it’s 
an old wives’ tale – it’s not true.

Until you’ve had her spayed, your cat will 
want to go outside and mate. But it isn’t 
because she wants to have babies. It’s just  
her hormones making her feel that way and  
she doesn’t know that it will lead to her 
becoming a mum.

If she has kittens, you’ll have to buy more 
homes. While she is looking after kittens, she 
won’t be able to do all the things she loves. Going 
outside, climbing trees and jumping up high!
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Have some spare time? We 
would love you to come 
and volunteer for us!  

There is no such thing as a typical day at Branching Out, you could be helping 
in the garden, or getting involved with one of our many crafts in the workshop 
or even in our charity shop in Littleport. 

What we can offer you… 
• Fun and laughter in abundance 
• A supportive environment 

focused on making sure you get 
out of it what you want 

• Work experience to help boost 
your CV 

 
Why volunteer for Branching Out? This 
is what one of our volunteers said: 

 

“If you have time to give 
and want to do something 
rewarding you will not find 
a more enjoyable fun job 
to do! Be made to feel part 
of a team, learn new skills 

and be inspired by everyone around you! You will smile 
all day long!”  

To volunteer helping people with learning disabilities 

call 01353 863221 

 

 

To volunteer in our Littleport Charity shop call 

01353 863561 
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ALI’S KEBAB HOUSE
‘For Quality Kebabs go to 

Ali’s Kebabs!’

Pizzas  
USA Fried Chicken 

Burgers
12A Main Street Littleport  

CB6 1PJ

Opening Times:  
Mon - Thurs 3pm - 11pm 

Fri & Sat 12 noon - 12 midnight 
Sunday 3pm - 11pm

01353 863862
Telephone your order for 

collection in 10-15 minutes!

Delivery free on orders over 
£10 in Littleport! £12 to Ely, 

Prickwillow, Queen Adelaide, 
Chettisham, Little Downham.

Delivery times:  
Sun - Thurs 3pm - 11pm. 

Friday & Saturday 1pm - 12 
midnight.

New Roofs  
Re-Roofs & Repairs

Fascias Soffits  
& Guttering

Chimney &  
Lead Work

T: 07867 426265 
E: mlroofingservices@gmail.com

We cover all aspects of home 
maintenance.

Gardening 
Fencing • Tree cutting • Hedge cutting 

Gutter cleaning  
Some hard/soft landscaping 

Painting • Garden/house clearance 
Roof repairs • Pressure washing 

Conservatory cleaning

Call us for a Free no hassle estimate today

Scott Wood 07780679646 
Facebook SFW Home Improvements
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MARK’S GAS, HEATING &
PLUMBING SERVICES

TEL:  01353 861021
mark sullivan:  07880 701873
james fuller:  07450 931151

Boiler installations, servicing,
Breakdown & repair

gas safety & landlord inspections

Bathroom & wet room installations

kitchens

any other general plumBing issues

 

 

Sparrow         Violins 
 

Repairs and Set-Ups to 
Violins, Violas & Cellos of 

all sizes. 

Handmade Violins & 
Hardanger Fiddles 

www.sparrowviolins.co.uk 

Tel: 07704 836170 
Email: timjsparrow@aol.com 

STOP PRESS!
IF YOU ARE READING THIS  

WHY NOT PLACE YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT HERE 

SO THAT YOUR BUSINESS 
GETS NOTICED TOO!

OUR AD RATES ARE VERY 
REASONABLE AND YOU 

WILL BE SUPPORTING THIS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE 

CALLED LITTLEPORT LIFE AT 
THE SAME TIME!

DETAILS ARE ON PAGE 3
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RPM
Garage services / 24hr recovery

Servicing

Exhausts

Tyres

Punctures

Air Con

Diagnostics

Suspension

Tracking

Brakes

24hr rescue and recovery

Accident

Breakdown

Collection / Delivery

Quads / Bikes / Cars 
Vans / Light Commercial

We also stock batteries

01353 862894 24HR

Find us at: 
Unit 2 Faraday Road, 
Littleport, CB6 1PE

rpmlittleport@gmail.com
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FAMILY FRIENDLY CLUB
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME 

OR WHY NOT COME ALONG AS A GUEST BEFORE YOU JOIN?

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS 
NON-MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME ON  

ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTS

Dominoes • Pool • Snooker • Juke Box • Darts 
Quiz Nights • Bt Sports • Beer Garden  

Drink Offers • Cocktails 
Bingo Every Monday And Wednesday

PRIVATE HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
FOR ALL YOUR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
AND LOTS OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT LINED UP  

SEE THE NOTICE BOARD OUTSIDE THE CLUB
FIND US ON FACEBOOK: LITTLEPORT EX-SERVICEMEN'S CLUB 

EMAIL: littleportexservicemensclub@btconnect.com

Littleport Ex-Servicemen's Club
Ponts Hill, Littleport, 01353 860378
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Where your dog is groomed in a gentle, 
safe, caring and stress free environment.

07771259524 or 01353 968037
2 New Road, Littleport Ely, Cambs CB6 1PX

Fully Insured
Pick up and drop 

off available.

Where your dog is groomed in a gentle, 
safe, caring and stress free environment.

07771259524 or 01353 968037
2 New Road, Littleport Ely, Cambs CB6 1PX

Fully Insured
Pick up and drop 

off available.
Fully Insured. Pick up and drop off available.

Motorbike and Moped Training
CBT's and Full Bike Licence

CBT’s from £100  
at Ely Community College

DAS Training for full bike 
licence also available

Call / Text 07847415390

Email  
r1mmotorbiketraining@hotmail.com

FB message R1M Motorbike and 
Moped Training School

Erika's
BARBERSHOP
Established 15 years!

7a Main Street 
Littleport 
Cambs 
CB6 1PH

01353 862429
Walk in and wait 
Service with a smile

ARE YOU IN PAIN?
Bowen Technique Therapist. 
Kim Pearson BAUK, BTAA 
 
•  Non invasive remedial holistic 

therapy for pain relief
•  Back Pain
•  Sciatica
•  Migraine
•  Carpal Tunnel
•  Foot and Shoulder Injuries
•  Muscular problems

Tel: 01353 860604
Email kim@bowenhealing.com
www. bowenhealing.com
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www.tnsgroup.co.uk
Call us on 01353 863038

Find us at Wisbech Road, Littleport, 
Ely, Cambs CB6 1RA

Open:  Monday - Friday 07.30-17.30, 
Saturday 07.30-12.00

Pet Food

Cleaning Products

Cold weather goods

DIY Tools

Garden tools

Car Care

and much more...

Thurlow Nunn Standen

Littleport Life Advert WINTER.indd   1 05/10/2020   14:47:37
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MEMBER OF

P RT PLUMBING
HEATING, BATHROOM & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

OPENING TIMES 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8am-5pm 

SATURDAY 9am-1pm

COME SEE OUR BRAND NEW 
BATHROOM SHOWROOMS

 

Rear of Sharman’s Centre, Camel Road, Littleport, Ely CB6 1EW

01353 860093 
www.portplumbing.co.uk

 Over 20 Bathrooms

 Walk in Showers

 Laura Ashley

 Shower Boarding

 Fitted Furniture

 Plus Numerous Other Ideas!
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• All Aerial, Satellite and TV work Undertaken.
• CCTV and Alarm Installations.
• Van Security Alarms.
• Ethernet Points and Wifi Solutions.
• City & Guilds Qualified Engineer.

Tel: 01353 863922
Mob: 07826 840922
email: bmaerials@gmail.com

AERIAL & TV 
SERVICES LTD

ID. 18266017
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 Bathrooms
 Boiler Installation
 Kitchens
 Leaks
 Boilers Servicing & Maintenance
 Heating Systems Oil,
 Gas & Electric
 Renewable Technologies
 Hot Water Systems
 General Plumbing
 Power Flushing
 Gas Safety Checks
 Underfloor Heating
 Landlord Certificates
 Waste Pipes
 Electrical Works

 Rob Lee: 07810 805 613
 Keith Missin: 07748 117 394
info@elyplumbingandheating.com

T: 01353 698 059
www.elyplumbingandheating.com

JAMES LEEELECTRICAL LTD.
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

Installations-Maintenance-Repairs
Control and Automation Systems

Inspection and Testing
Industrial-Commercial-Domestic

“Millbank”48 Station Road, Littleport, Cambs CB6 1QF
01353 860310(Answerphone) / 07768145453

james@jle-ely.co.uk
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HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

Painting, 
Decorating & DIY

Phil Rudderham

01353 861033
07719 731434

philtracey1@hotmail.com































ASPIRE

































Office - 01353688073

ALL FENCING WORK
MINI DIGGER HIRE +

DUMPER HIRE WITH DRIVERS
PAVING

SHEDS AND LOG CABINS
DRIVEWAYS

ALL GARDEN WORK AND HEDGE 
REMOVAL

We provide a wide range of services and 
done professionally

Contact Martin : 07711254957
Email: info@mjmspecialists.com

www.mjmspecialists.com

M.J.M SPECIALISTS
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Pub
Dining
Rooms

01353 861677
info@swanontheriver.co.uk
www.swanontheriver.co.uk

Web  www.swanontheriver.co.uk

Phone  01353 861677

Email info@swanontheriver.co.uk

theswanontheriver

@swanontheriver

@swanontheriver

1 Sandhill 
Littleport, Ely 
Cambs CB6 1NT

The Green Room  for weddings, 
family events and business meetings.  
Community use at a special £20 per 
hour rate Mondays to Thursdays
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18 Prickwillow Road, 
Isleham, 

Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, 

CB7 5RG

Telephone: 01353 687 984
Fax: 01353 687 983

24/7 Emergency Mobile: 07768 854 499

Email: info@mitchellandmayle.co.uk

Office hours:
Monday to Friday: 8am – 5pm

24/7 Emergency Service 
(emergency mobile number only)

YOUR LOCAL 
AND RELIABLE

DRAIN SPECIALISTS
Please do not hesitate to get 

in touch to get your:
* Septic tank emptied

* Drains unblocked
* A free quote for a new tank, 
soakaway, manhole covers or 

new pipe work
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Trelander Camping & Caravanning
• Located just outside of Ely

• Grass pitches with electric hook up
• Shower and toilet block

• Fully equipped static caravan onsite to hire
• Ideal for family and friends to stay here when they are visiting

• Open all year

This is a lovely quiet location to sit back and relax.
Situated on the river lark which is ideal to walk along or enjoy some fishing!

01353 687984
Prickwillow Road, Isleham, Cambs, CB7 5RG
www.trelandercampingandcaravanning.co.uk
Find us on Instagram-trelandercampsite and facebook-Trelander Camping & Carvanning

Procopio’s Pantry
@procopiospantry

procopiospantry@gmail.com
07957549354

Procopio’s Pantry, Delaynies,  
Saxon Business Park, Littleport CB6 1XX

Visit Procopio’s Pantry for 
homemade sweet treats, 

savoury snacks and  
delicious hot drinks 

All our items, including our Afternoon 
Tea and ‘Half-ternoon Tea’, are 

available to eat-in or to take-away

We also offer whole cakes and mixed 
selection boxes for special occasions

Opening Hours: 
Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday & 

Sunday: 10am – 3pm
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ENKAY
FLOORING
     

Suppliers and fitters of quality laminate, 
engineered wood, carpets and vinyl.

Choose in the comfort of your own home. 

Free estimates without obligation. 
Insurance work undertaken.

Telephone/fax: 01353 863836 Mobile: 07774127797
122 Wisbech Road Littleport Cambs CB6 1JJ

E-mail: nigel@enkayflooring.co.uk 
www.enkayflooring.com

Adams Heritage 
Centre, Main Street, 
Littleport
A wide variety of local produce 
available including regular 
Guest Stalls ensuring that 
there will always be something 
worth popping in for.

Quality produce served in a 
traditional shop environment.
A joint initiative between Littleport 
Town Team and The Adams Heritage 
Centre.

For more information please contact Tracey Harding, 
East Cambridgeshire District Council on 01353 662062

Littleport Town Team

Adams Heritage Centre

 Littleport’s
Adams Community Market

The First Saturday of Each Month 
9 am to 1 pm

Residential phone faults 
Phone extension installation
Telephone wiring repair
Broadband faults
Data cabling

01353 860872
info@millrosetelecom.co.uk 

Need a telephone engineer? 

www.millrosetelecom.co.uk 
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01353 862400
office@dsilcockconstruction.co.uk
14a Black Horse Drove, Littleport, Ely, Cambs, CB6 1EG

24 Hour Emergency Call Out Service 
07872 169 428       01353 863534
Call Us For All Your Security Requirements: 

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and Agricultural
Locks and Safes Fitted, Repaired and Opened, Bars and Grills 

Door and Window Repairs,

Cambridgeshire and Beyond.......
paulbarham@btinternet.com

Bargate
Master
Locksmith.co.uk
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TIMEBANK
Get help and volunteer. 
A way for people to come together and help each 
other by exchanging knowledge, help and skills.

Want to fi nd out more?
 

email: littleportandelytimebank@btinternet.com

GARDENING
CV HELP
WEBSITE DESIGN
BOOKKEEPING
BEFRIENDING
YOGA
CROCHET
DOG WALKING
FORM FILLING
MARKETING ADVICE
PAINTING
DIY
BASIC FIRST AID
CYCLE REPAIRS
WASHING
IRONING
LEAFLET DROPS
SHOPPING HELP

Visit my piano website:
animatedpiano.com

for free piano sheet music,
tutorial videos, and more!

Individual tuition
Beginners very welcome

All ages from around 7 to adult
Full preparation for graded exams

...or just learn for fun
Classical, jazz and popular styles

Learn to play... 
 Piano
 Keyboard
 Violin
 Viola

Darrell Richings B.A.(Hons), M.Mus., MISM
01353 860081 07581 219636
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Come and visit us at our showroom 
located at the rear of 

Sharmans Garden Centre 

We now have the largest tile  
choice in the area 

Friendly Advice and superb  
range of tiles

Range of tiling tools - Rubi & Tilerite 

Range of Adhesives/Grouts & Silicones -  
Tilemaster & Palace 

Trade and Retail customers welcome 

Call in for superb choice & our best service
Sharmans Garden Centre, Camel Road,  

Littleport, Ely CB6 1EW 
01353 863916 - 07738069406 - 07436267057 

mamtiling@btconnect.com 
www.mamtiling.co.uk

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm Sun-Closed
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MOT, SERVICE & REPAIR CENTRE
Offering Servicing & Repair to all makes and 
models of Car & Light Commercial Including 
vehicles within Manufacturers Warranty.

• MOT’s

• Servicing

• Clutches

• Cambelts

• Tyres

• Air Conditioning

• Diagnostics

• 4 Wheel Computer
Alignment
 

Unit 16, Woodlands Ind. Est.
141  Wisbech  Road   
Littleport   CB6  1JJ

Loan Car subject to Availability

01353  968203  -  07738  627590 

service@bkdmotors.co.uk - www.bkdmotors.co.uk

Est.2010
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(5 star council rating)

Centrally heated, double glazed rooms with comfy beds.
One acre grounds (securely fenced) for your dog to run
and play, 4/5 times daily.
Cattery - small but chic.

MEOW BOW WOW
Daycare & Boarding Kennels and Cattery

HD CCTV and intruder alarm systems throughout site - inside and out

Doggie Day Care - Odd days £15 (£50 Mon - Fri)
Overnight boarding - £24

Visitors welcome, human and canine - call Terri and Philip on
01353 861722

MEOW BOW WOW DAYCARE & BOARDING FOR DOGS AND CATS
19 Second Drove, Little Downham, CB6 2UD
telephone: 01353 861722 or 07809 635257

email: zoetess12@gmail.com
www.meowbowwow.co.uk
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For information or to book, contact Stephanie:
Telephone: 07793 815720  

Email: stephanie@horizonsacademy.co.uk

Happy Feet gives your little ones a great first 
taste of ballet and tap, so whether your child 
is a graceful little angel or just loves to make 

noise, Happy Feet is the place to be! 

Classes in Ely, Littleport, Little Downham  
& Witchford (For under 5’s).

“Just the right 
amount of discipline 

and sparkle that 
early years  

ballet  
needs” 

Arran, Ely

Mark A Bennett
Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd

Family Business with 30 years 
Experience 

Energy Efficient Heating System 
Installations

Boiler Servicing
Full Bathroom Refurbishments 

Wetroom Conversions
No job too big or small

Tel: 01353 862054 
Mobile: 07775 832894

	
Mark	A	Bennett	
Plumbing	&	Heating	Services	Ltd	
Family	Business	with	30	years	Experience		
Energy	Efficient	Heating	System	Installations	
Boiler	Servicing	
Full	Bathroom	Refurbishments		
Wetroom	Conversions	
No	job	too	big	or	small	
Tel:	01353	862054		
Mob:	07775	832894		

	
Mark	A	Bennett	
Plumbing	&	Heating	Services	Ltd	
Family	Business	with	30	years	Experience		
Energy	Efficient	Heating	System	Installations	
Boiler	Servicing	
Full	Bathroom	Refurbishments		
Wetroom	Conversions	
No	job	too	big	or	small	
Tel:	01353	862054		
Mob:	07775	832894		
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 Isle Veterinary Group Ltd
West Fen Road, Ely, Cambridgeshire. CB6 2BZ   

Small Animal: 01353 658333    smallanimalislevetgroup@gmail.com

www.islevetgroup.co.uk

Please check our website or find us on Facebook for our latest offers

A personal service & professional 
advice for your household pets

To fit into your busy week we have extended our regular 
opening hours with appointments now available to suit you

Our experienced team of vets continue to offer a 
comprehensive service for your small animal needs

New Preventative
Health Care Plan

Now Available!

Large car parking area
 
 

24 hour emergency cover
Fully equipped surgery
Digital X-ray facilities
Isolation facilities
Separate dog and cat waiting areas and wards
Dental theatre
Free nurse clinics for vaccinated pets

Small Animal
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NIGEL INGRAM
CARPENTRY AND 

BUILDING SERVICES

Professional affordable service

Free quotations and advice

Telephone:  01353 741025
Mobile:  07719 615248

Wicklow House, 29a Lode Way, 
Haddenham, CB6 3UL
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12 St Johns Way 
Downham Market 

PE38 0QQ
01366 381505

Innovation House 
Saxon Business Park 
Littleport CB6 1XX
01353 863883

jurassicbark-online.co.uk

&

Grooming Parlours Instore:       

 Pet Shops At

Nails to Tails      
Bethany 07940 210136 

Littleport 

Greenfields 
Kerry 07749 599908 

Downham Market
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AC PROPERTY SERVICES
All DIY and Carpentry Work including  

Patios, Decking, Fencing, Gardening etc.

Tel: 01353 863508  
Mob: 07708 280890

Email: anthony@tonwen.plus.com

Natasha Chambers 
City and Guilds Level 3 Qualified.

Dogs professionally groomed.
North Fen, Little Downham, Ely, Cambs CB6 2UG

01353 699699
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at Lg car sales Ltd

Lg MOTs
MOT  •  Servicing   •  Repairs   •  Sales 

We also supply and fit:

PExhausts    PTyres

PCambelts *    PClutches *

PAir Con Servicing  PTracking

PDiagnostics   PBatteries 

Collection and drop off service available
Loan car available for combined Service & MOT bookings *
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LG Car Sales.pdf   29/8/08   10:08:33
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LG Car Sales.pdf   29/8/08   10:08:33

01353 862999 
service@lgcarsales.co.uk 

www.lgcarsales.co.uk
* loan car subject to availability
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Our Services 

Corporation Tax  

Payroll 

 Limited Companies 

 General Tax Advice 

 Management Accounting 

 EC Sales Lists & Intrastat  

 Research & Development Tax Credits 

 VAT  

 Bookkeeping 

 Construction Industry Scheme 

Forecasting & Business Planning  

 Self-Assessment Tax Returns 

 Interim Support Staff Available 

 

Unit 14B E-Space North - 181 Wisbech Road – Littleport - Ely - Cambs - CB6 1RA 

Contact Us 
Your local friendly and accessible 
accountant.  We at Red Shoes Accounting 
Services are here to help. For more 
information please contact us at: 
 
Telephone: 01353 865368 
 
Email: info@redshoesaccounting.co.uk 
 
Website: www.redshoesaccounting.co.uk 
 

Qualified, Licensed & Fully Insured 

Our service is tailored to your needs and 
can include provision of:

•  A dedicated accountant and face 
to face meetings

•  Year-end accounts and all tax  
returns (VAT, PAYE, Corporation  
Tax and Self Assessment)

• End-to-end bookkeeping

• Monthly management reports

• Online accounting

•  Payroll services, including auto-  
enrolment

•  Research and Development tax   
credits

• Financial forecasting & credit   
 control

•  Training & Interim support staff,  
if required

www.littleportlife.co.uk | 93



KIM MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

Qualified Hairstylist

Hairdressing In The Comfort 
Of Your Own Home

Find me on Facebook for 
updates and occasional 

offers

Tel: 07770300199
Gift Vouchers Available


Flowers, balloons and accessories 

for all occasions
Free delivery in Littleport 

Wedding Quotes on request 
Flowersinlittleport.com 

flowersbychloeetc@gmail.com 

01353 863200
Shop open 10 -3 pm Monday to Friday 

2 Ponts Hill, Littleport, Ely, Cambs
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For all your plumbing and 
heating requirements

From a dripping tap or boiler breakdown to a 
new bathroom or central heating system

Please call Lee on 07960 222388  
or email LNWPlumbing@gmail.com

PIZZATOWN
100% Freshly Baked Pizza Every day

FREE DELIVERY 
4pm-11pm

01353 860860 
2 Granby Street Littleport CB6 1NE

Order online:  
www.pizzatownlittleport.com
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Tel: 01353 862900
Mob: 07867 793938
Email: info@twelectrical-services.co.uk
Web: twelectrical-services.co.uk

        3 The Brambles

Littleport
Ely

Cambs CB6 1XH
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 The only family owned funeral directors in Ely and Littleport  
 

R. J. PEPPER & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

An independent, family run business  
 
 
 
 

24 Hour Service 
 
 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Floral Tributes 
 

Personalised Pre-paid Funerals on request 
 

A very personal, caring and dignified  
Professional arrangement carried out with  

sympathy and understanding 
 

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals   
 

All enquires welcome 
 

Please contact: 
Richard or Mandy Pepper 

2, Ponts Hill , Littleport 
Ely, Cambs, CB6 1PZ 
Tel: 01353 860400 

 

All enquiries welcome
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Loach & Wade 
(optometrists) 
7 Granby Street, 

Littleport 

01353 862333 

Full eye examinations - 
digital photography included 

 

 
Contact lenses 

Evening appointments on 
request  

Wide range of frames  

Value for money prices 

Friendly & professional service 

NHS vouchers welcomed  

Children under 16 free  
selected frames  

Hours  
9.00 to 12.00 Tuesday to Friday 
2.30 to 5.30 Tuesday 
2.30 to 4.30 Friday 
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01353 809 719 
www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk 

MANUFACTURED 
IN THE UK

A ROOM viewWITH A

REPLACE  
ALL THE  

WINDOWS IN A 
TYPICAL 3 BEDROOM 
SEMI-DETACHED FOR 

AS LITTLE AS  

PER  
MONTH

£64.37

Representative example.  Cash price £5,809.96. NO DEPOSIT.  Total amount 
of credit £5,809.96.  Duration of agreement: 120 monthly payments of 
£64.37.  Rate of interest 3.2% pa variable.  5.9% APR representative.  Total 
amount payable £7,726.80.  Credit is subject to status and application.  
Frames Conservatories Direct Ltd is a credit broker (FRN 6687000) for the 
purpose of introducing the credit provided by Hitachi Personal Finance, 
a trading style of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC (Register no 704348).  Both are 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.



Glovers Autocentre
Chettisham Garage

Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs, CB6 1SA
FOR ALL YOUR CAR AND VAN REPAIRS 

DIAGNOSTIC CHECKS, INJECTOR REMOVAL, AIR 
CONDITIONING, TYRES, BATTERIES

SERVICING FROM £69.95 PLUS V.A.T. 
MOT Class 4,5,7 Motorhome MOTS and Taxi Tests

FREE COURTESY VEHICLE AVAILABLE 
(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

 PHONE: 01353 664234  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Van Sales
Call 01353 664234

Chettisham Garage, Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs. CB6 1SA

Excellent selection of stock.  
All vans are sold with 12 month MOT, 

Fully Serviced, 6 Month Warranty.

For full stock list with images and full details visit www.ggvs.co.uk

Practical Car and Van Rental
For Daily, Weekly Hire

CAR, SWB, LWB, LUTONS WITH TAIL LIFT 
TEL: 01353 662700.

www.practical.co.uk
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Flu Vaccinations
Our flu clinics will run in a slightly different way this year to ensure 
we maintain social distancing measures and protect our staff and 
patients. Flu jabs will be available by appointment only. 

Please do not arrive at the practice without an appointment as you 
will not be seen. 

Reminder about eligibility
   Anyone aged 65 years and over.
   People aged six months to under-65 years who are in risk 

groups.
   Carers.
   Pregnant women.
   People living in care homes.
   Children who are aged 2yrs to 11yrs on 31 August 2020 (but not 

12 years or older).
   People who have compromised immune systems, and anyone in 

close contact with them.
   Health and social care staff employed by a registered care 

home, registered domiciliary provider, or a hospice.
   Please note people aged between 50-64 years might be offered 

vaccination if there are sufficient supplies available.

Vaccines will be available from October 2020 to March 2021. 
Please look out for an invitation; we will be contacting patients 

relating to their level of risk.
Details of flu clinics will be published on our website  

www.stgeorges-littleport.co.uk  
and Facebook page @StGeorgesMedicalCentre)

You can book an appointment via askmyGP  
or by calling 01353 864100.
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Useful Contacts
Cambs County Council General Enquiries 03450 455200

Highways Department Information 03450 455212

Street lighting Balfour Beatty 01954 233322

Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ely Branch 0844 2451292

East Cambs. Main Switchboard 01353 665555

District Council Out of hours emergencies 07710 978900

Report Fly Tipping Mark Mehaffey 01353 665555

Utilities – (Emergencies) Anglian Water 0845 7145145

EDF Energy Electricity 0800 7838838

Transco Gas 0800 111999

Medical N.H.S. Direct 0845 4647

Princess of Wales Hospital Main Switchboard 01353 652000

Dentist Reception 0844 3756454

Parish Council
Enquiries, Village Hall hire, 
Allotments

01353 860449

Police Enquiries / non urgent crime 101

Star Security Services Security Protection 07715 121890

Samaritans If you need help 0845 7909090

Schools Littleport Community Primary 01353 860235

Millfield Primary 01353 861612

MEDICAL CENTRE
Contact Details, Opening Hours and Clinics

St George’s Medical Centre is located at Parsons Lane, Littleport, CB6 1JU  
The Surgery telephone number is 01353 864100

Surgeries are by appointment only which can be booked by telephoning, 
attending in person or online (register for online services first). Ring before 10am 

for essential home visits. 

Monday to Friday 8.00am – 12.30pm 1.15pm – 6pm 
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED

For medical emergencies outside of normal surgery hours, call 999, or the 
surgery number 01353 864100 to be put through to the out of hours service.
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